CHIP COLWELL

Plundered Skulls
and Stolen Spirits

Inside the Fight to Reclaim Native
America’s Culture

ho owns the past and the objects that physically connect

us to history? And who has the right to decide this owner-

ship, particularly when the objects are sacred or, in the
case of skeletal remains, human? Is it the museums that care for the
objects or the communities whose ancestors made them? These ques-
tions are at the heart of Plundered Skulls and Stolen Spirits, an unflinch-
ing insider account by a leading curator who has spent years learning

how to balance these controversial considerations.

Five decades ago, Native American leaders launched a crusade to
force museums to return their sacred objects and allow them to rebury
their kin. Today, hundreds of tribes use the Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act to help them recover their looted heri-
tage from museums across the country. As senior curator of anthropol-
ogy at the Denver Museum of Nature and Science, Chip Colwell has
navigated the questions of how to weigh the religious freedom of Native
Americans against the academic freedom of scientists and whether the
emptying of museum shelves elevates human rights or destroys a com-
mon heritage. This book offers his account of the process of repatria-
tion, following the trail of four objects as they were created, collected,
and ultimately returned to their sources: a sculpture that is a living
god, the scalp of a massacre victim, a ceremonial blanket, and a skele-
ton from a tribe considered by some to be extinct. These stories reveal
a process that involves not merely obeying the law, but negotiating the

blurry lines between identity and morality, spirituality and politics.

Things, like people, have biographies. Repatriation, Colwell argues,
is a difficult but vitally important way for museums and tribes to
acknowledge that fact—and heal the wounds of the past while creating

arespectful approach to caring for these rich artifacts of history.

Chip Colwellis the senior curator of anthropology at the Denver Museum of
Nature and Science. His work has been featured in such venues as the New
York Times, Huffington Post, and C-SPAN, and his books include Living Histories
and Inheriting the Past.
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INSIDE THE FIGHT TO RECLAIM

NATIVE AMERICA'S CULTURE

“In this beautifully written meditation on
the vexed relationship between museums
and Native American communities,
Colwell reveals as never before the hu-
man dimensions of our recent struggles
over repatriation. Important, necessary
reading for all those who grapple with the
essential question of how best to respect

and honor the past.”

—Karl Jacoby,
author of Shadows at Dawn: An Apache
Massacre and the Violence of History
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STEPHEN J. HORNSBY

Picturing America
The Golden Age of Pictorial Maps

nstructive, amusing, colorful—pictorial maps have been used and

admired since the first medieval cartographer put pen to paper

depicting mountains and trees across countries, people and ob-
jects around margins, and sea monsters in oceans. More recent genera-
tions of pictorial map artists have continued that traditional mixture
of whimsy and fact, combining cartographic elements with text and
images and featuring bold and arresting designs, bright and cheerful
colors, and lively detail. In the United States, the art form flourished
from the 1920s to the 1970s, when thousands of innovative maps were
mass-produced for use as advertisements and decorative objects—the

golden age of American pictorial maps.

Picturing America is the first book to showcase this vivid and popu-
lar genre of maps. Geographer and collector Stephen J. Hornsby
gathers together 158 delightful pictorial jewels, most drawn from the
extensive collections of the Library of Congress. In his informative
introduction, Hornsby outlines the development of the cartographic
form, identifies several representative artists, describes the process of
creating a pictorial map, and considers the significance of the form in
the history of Western cartography. Organized into six thematic sec-
tions, Picturing America covers a vast swath of the pictorial map tradi-
tion during its golden age, ranging from “Maps to Amuse” to “Maps for
War.” Hornsby has unearthed the most fascinating and visually striking
maps the United States has to offer: Disney cartoon maps, college cam-
pus maps, kooky state tourism ads, WWII promotional posters, and
many more. This remarkable, charming volume’s glorious full-color

pictorial maps will be irresistible to any map-lover or armchair traveler.

Stephen J. Hornsby is director of the Canadian-American Center and pro-
fessor of geography and Canadian studies at the University of Maine. He is
author or coeditor of several books, including Historical Atlas of Maine.
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CHIN JOU

Supersizing Urban

America

How Inner Cities Got Fast Food
with Government Help

ore than one third of adults in the United States are obese.
The CDC estimates that there are over 112,000 obesity-

related deaths annually, and for years now, the government

has waged a very public war on the problem. Former Surgeon General

Richard Carmona warned in 2006 that “obesity is the terror within,”

going so far as to call it a threat that “will dwarf 9/11.” Health care reform,

prevention and wellness grants, information requirements for menus, MARCH 248 p., 2 tables 6 x 9

ISBN-13: 978-0-226-92192-1

Michelle Obama’s “Let’s Move” campaign—it seems like every year brings Cloth $25.00/£19.00

a new initiative attempting to stem the tide of obesity in the United States. E-book ISBN-13: 978-0-226-92194-5
AMERICAN HISTORY
What doesn’t get mentioned in all this? The fact that the federal POLITICAL SCIENCE

government helped create the obesity crisis in the first place—espe-
cially in one place where it is acute, among urban African American
communities. With Supersizing Urban America, Chin Jou tells that
little-known story of how the US government got into the business of
encouraging fast food in inner cities, with unforeseen consequences
we’re only beginning to understand. Jou begins her story in the late
1960s, when predominantly African American neighborhoods went
from having no fast food chain restaurants to being littered with them.
She uncovers the federal policies that have helped to subsidize that ex-
pansion, including loan guarantees to fast food franchisees, programs
intended to promote minority entrepreneurship, and urban revitaliza-
tion initiatives. On top of all that, fast food companies began to relent-
lessly market to urban African American consumers. An unintended
consequence of these developments was that low-income, minority
communities became disproportionately affected by the obesity
epidemic.

In the first book about the US government’s problematic role in
promoting fast food in inner-city America, Jou tells a riveting story of the
food industry, obesity, and race relations in America that is essential to

understanding health and obesity in contemporary urban America.

Chin Jou is a lecturer in American history at the University of Sydney. general interest 33
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we

Reviving Social Hope

“An important and original work. Aronson
recognizes that there cannot be engaged
political action without a reasonable hope
that significant change is possible. And
he worries that social, political, econom-
ic, and institutional changes, both at the
national and international levels, have
tended to undermine traditional Western
values and beliefs about the possibili-
ties of progress in human affairs. Taking
stock of that loss of hope and questioning
what has led to it, he ultimately provides
a path toward a renewal of hope in human

progressive social change.”

—David Sprintzen,
author of Camus: A Critical Examination
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RONALD ARONSON

We

Reviving Social Hope

hat was it about Barack Obama’s campaign of hope that

resonated so much not just with Americans, but people

the world over? Have we really become so despairing—in
the face of collapsed economies and the threat of violence around
every corner—that a simple rallying cry to remember hope can have
such a powerful effect? In this moving and thoughtful book, Ronald
Aronson explores our relationship to hope at a time some have called
the end of history, others the end of politics, in order to formulate a
more active stance, one in which hope is far more than a mood or feel-

ing—it is the very basis of social will and political action.

Aronson examines our own heartbreaking story: a century of
violence, upheaval, and the undelivered promises of progress—all of
which have contributed to the evaporation of social hope. As he shows,
we are now in an era when hope has been privatized, when—despite
all the ways we are connected to each other—we are desperately alone,
struggling to weather the maelstrom around us, demoralized by the
cynicism that permeates our culture and politics, and burdened with
finding personal solutions to social problems. Yet social hope, Aronson
argues, still persists. Carefully exploring what we mean when we say
we “hope” and teasing hope apart from its dangerously misconstrued
sibling, progress, he locates real seeds of change. He argues that always
underlying our experience—even if we completely ignore it—is a sense
of social belonging, and that this can be reactivated into a powerful
collective force, an active we. He looks to various political movements,
from the massive collective force of environmentalists to the stunning
rise of movement-centered politicians such as Bernie Sanders and
Jeremy Corbyn, as powerful examples of socially energized, politically
determined, and actionably engaged forms of hope. The result is an il-
luminating and inspiring call that anyone can clearly hear: we can still

create a better future for ourselves, but only if we do it together.

Ronald Aronson is distinguished professor emeritus of the history of ideas at
Wayne State University. He is the author or editor of numerous books, includ-
ing, most recently, We Have Only This Life to Live and Living without God.
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DAVID F. LABAREE

A Perfect Mess

The Unlikely Ascendancy of
American Higher Education

ead the news about America’s colleges and universities—ris-

ing student debt, affirmative action debates, and conflicts be-

tween faculty and administrators—and it’s clear that higher
education in this country is a total mess. But as David F. Labaree re-
minds us in this book, it’s always been that way. And that’s exactly why
it has become the most successful and sought-after source of learning
in the world. Detailing American higher education’s unusual struggle
for survival in a free market that never guaranteed its place in soci-
ety—a fact that seemed to doom it in its early days in the nineteenth
century—he tells a lively story of the entrepreneurial spirit that drove

American higher education to become the best.

And the best it is: today America’s universities and colleges pro-

duce the most scholarship, earn the most Nobel prizes, hold the largest

endowments, and attract the most esteemed students and scholars
from around the world. But this was not an inevitability. Weakly
funded by the state, American schools in their early years had to rely
on student tuition and alumni donations in order to survive. This gave
them tremendous autonomy to seek out sources of financial support
and pursue unconventional opportunities to ensure their success. As
Labaree shows, by striving as much as possible to meet social needs
and fulfill individual ambitions, they developed a broad base of politi-
cal and financial support that, grounded by large undergraduate
programs, allowed for the most cutting-edge research and advanced
graduate study ever conducted. As a result, American higher educa-
tion eventually managed to combine a unique mix of the populist, the

practical, and the elite in a single complex system.

The answers to today’s problems in higher education are not easy,
but as this book shows, they shouldn’t be: no single person or institu-
tion can determine higher education’s future. It is something that fac-
ulty, administrators, and students—adapting to society’s needs—will

determine together, just as they have always done.

David F. Labaree is professor in the Graduate School of Education at Stanford
University. He is the author of many books, including, most recently, The
Trouble with Ed Schools and Someone Has to Fail.

A PERFECT

 The Unlikely
Ascendancy
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Higher

Education

F. LABAREE

“This book will be of interest to anyone
concerned with the state of higher educa-
tion in the United States—especially to
those who are open to seeing the usual
opinions strongly challenged. In fluid
prose Labaree presents new and compel-
ling insights into the dynamics behind
the success of the American system—or
non-system—of higher education, several
of which will be sure to raise eyebrows

and prompt debate.”

—Paul Reitter,
coeditor of The Rise of the
Research University
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Gorgeous

ROBERT JAMES BERRY
With Illustrations by C. Sabarsky

A man falls in love, and decides to im-
mortalize his romance in poetry. It’s a
conceit as old as poetry and storytell-
ing itself, but in Gorgeous Robert James
Berry approaches this seemingly dusty
form with extraordinary freshness.
Each poem in this collection offers a
startling burst of color, which delights
in the senses and gives immediacy to
each scene in this love affair. From the
fruit markets of Southeast Asia to the
disheveled hills of the British Isles, Ber-
ry takes readers through the ups and

downs of a relationship over the course
of decades, as it experiences lulls and
storms, titanic upheavals punctuated by
lacunae of charmed happiness.

Alongside the poems are a series
of images created specifically for this
book by C. Sabarsky, who applies the lu-
minous colors of the poems to a series
of contemplative photographs. Sensi-
tive and direct, Gorgeousis a lyrical com-
pendium of pain and pleasure, the joy
and grief of love.

Originally from the United Kingdom, Robert James Berry has lectured at universities in
England, Malaysia, and New Zealand. He is the author of nine collections of poetry, includ-
ing, most recently, Toffee Apples and Swamp Palace.

The Classical Chinese Furniture of Weiyang

Literati Culture and Craftsmanship in the Yangzhou Region
During the Ming and Qing Dynasties
ZHANG JINHUA
Translated by Don J. Cohn

In recent decades, Chinese classical
furniture from the sixteenth through
the nineteenth centuries has become a
major focus of international collectors
and design scholars, who recognize a
contemporary appeal in the furniture’s
grace and simplicity. In The Classical
Chinese Furniture of Weiyang, Zhang Ji-
nhua uncovers an overlooked genre
of material from the Weiyang region,
made of local zhazhen wood.

Zhang, who is a scholar and re-
storer of antique Chinese furniture,
provides a broad introductory view of
the literary, historical, aesthetic, social,
and economic context in which the fur-
niture was created, and expertly charts

specific differences of details in design.
At the heart of the two-volume boxed
set is the furniture itself, from bonsai
stands to painting tables and elaborate
canopy beds, which have been superbly
photographed for this collection, pre-
senting many pieces for the first time
in publication. In addition, detailed
drawings provide an intimate look at
the ingenuity of many of the pieces. The
Classical Chinese Furniture of Weiyang is
the first publication to look exclusively
at furniture from this region and will
be essential for collectors and scholars
with an interest in this vital time and
place in Chinese art history.

Zhang Jinhua is from Nantong in the Weiyang region of China. Don J. Cohn is a student of
China and Chinese and a collector of Chinese and Japanese books and textiles.
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Edited and Translated by NOOR ZAHEER

The Language
They Chose

Women’s Writing in Urdu
Volumes I and 11

uring the last century, Urdu women writers have produced

a substantial and varied body of work. Yet it has been largely

dismissed by literary scholars who have been biased by gen-
der and religion and has never been given the attention it deserves.
The Language They Choseis a landmark collection of women’s writing in
Urdu, which reveals the versatility, creativity, and intelligence of this
vast body of work.

The Language They Chose brings together the best of this writing in

a two-volume set, including fiction and nonfiction. Editor Noor Zaheer
has specifically created a selection of texts that reveal the wide range
of subjects—from fantasy to romance to political critique and more—
that women writers have focused on over the years. Zaheer’s selections
also correct the mistaken assumption that Urdu is a language only
used by Muslims—many of the writers gathered here are Hindu and
Christian women whose chosen language of expression was Urdu. The
result is an unprecedented collection that offers an essential contribu-

tion to the growing appreciation for women’s writing in India.

Noor Zaheer is a writer and researcher working in English, Hindi, and Urdu.
Her books include Denied by Allah and My God Is a Woman.
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Prisoner No. 100
An Account of My Nights and Days in an Indian Prison

ANJUM ZAMARUD HABIB
Translated by Sahba Husain

On February 6, 2003, Anjum Zamarud
Habib, a young political activist from
Kashmir, was arrested in Delhi, con-
victed under the Prevention of Terror-
ism Act, and sentenced to five years in
Delhi’s notorious Tihar jail. Her crime?
Being in the wrong place at the wrong
time, as well as being the chairperson
of the Muslim Khawateen Markaz and
a member of the Hurriyat Conference,
which disputes India’s claim to Jammu
and Kashmir.

In this passionate and rare first-
hand account by a Muslim woman in

Tihar jail, Habib describes the shock
and bewilderment of arrest; the pain of
realizing that there would be no escape
for years; the desperation for contact
with the outside world; and the sense
of deep betrayal at being abandoned
by her political comrades. Prisoner No.
100 provides an inside perspective on
the impact of the Kashmir conflict on
real people’s lives and offers a searing
indictment of draconian state policies,
while telling the courageous story of
one woman’s extraordinary life.

Anjum Zamarud Habib is the founder of the Muslim Khawateen Markaz, established in 1990
for the welfare of women. A year after her release from prison, she founded the Association
for the Families of Kashmiri Prisoners and is currently conducting a survey on Kashmiri
prisoners in jails in India and their families.

All Passion Spent
ZAHEDA HINA

Translated by Neelam Hussain

In the mid-nineties, Birjees Dawar Ali
leaves India to return to Pakistan to
seek out a history left unfinished, a life
from which she had earlier fled, nurs-
ing heartbreak and betrayal. But when
she returns, will she be able to find
the family and home that had once
been her own, and the friends who had
promised her unquestioning love? Or
will these past certainties have fled with
the march of history? A deeply moving
novel of love and loss, All Passion Spent
focuses on the unresolved questions
created by the 1947 Partition of India
and the emergence of India and Paki-

stan as two separate countries.

Zaheda Hina’s richly layered narra-
tive is brought to life in a lyrical transla-
tion by Neelam Hussain, as it touches
on the many consequences of this pain-
ful history—the profound sense of grief
and displacement, the lives abandoned
midstream, and the lost friendships, as
well as the quest for new roots and lands
under different skies. All Passion Spentis
a powerful and poignant personal story
about the impact of Partition from the
point of view of one woman whose life
and family were torn apart.

Zaheda Hina is a well-known Urdu journalist and writer whose strong interest in history
informs much of her work. She was nominated for Pakistan’s highest literary award, the
Pride of Performance award, in 2006, which she declined as a mark of protest against the
military government of Pakistan. Neelam Hussain is a writer and translator. She works with
Simorgh Women'’s Resource and Publication Centre and teaches English at Lahore Gram-
mar School in Pakistan.

“Prisoner No. 100 illuminates the
darkest corners of Kashmir’s politi-
cal experience. Everyone interested
in Kashmir should read it.”

—Basharat Peer, author of
Curfewed Nights
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Mahuldiha Days

ANITA AGNIHOTRI
Translated by Kalpana Bardhan

Set deep in the forests of Bengal, India,
Mahuldiha Days is the moving story of a
young woman coming of age in her per-
sonal and professional life. Anita Agni-
hotri paints a vivid picture in this novel
of life in a rural Indian setting that is
quickly vanishing.

Agnihotri’s narrator retraces her
childhood and early adulthood, and
her intense, visual memories—includ-
ing the neighborhood park that was her
favorite refuge as a lonely child and the
river in a tribal zone of hills and forests

where she was posted for her first job
as a civil servant—are recalled here in
evocative detail. Her story is told with
deep empathy, pausing to reflect on the
bleakness of the lives of the marginal-
ized people she comes into contact with
as part of her job, as we engage with her
struggles to integrate her past into a
new wholeness, a new self.

Skillfully combining fiction, mem-
oir, and essay, Agnihotri’s lyrical and
passionate novel will leave no reader
untouched.

Anita Agnihotri works in the Ministry of Social Justice in India. She is the author of more
than twenty-five books, including Seventeen and The Awakening, both also published by
Zubaan. Kalpana Bardhan is a writer and translator based in San Francisco.

Disputed Legacies

The Pakistan Papers
Edited by NEELAM HUSSAIN

Offering vital new perspectives on the
role of sexual violence as a weapon of
war in Pakistan, Disputed Legacies exam-
ines the situations that arise when secu-
lar law comes into conflict with tradi-
tional practice and belief and how this
directly affects policy, pedagogy, and
medical practice. Focusing specifically
on Pakistan, a country with a long his-
tory of internal and external conflict,
the contributors to this volume trace
the often troubled interaction between

the state and its female citizens and
examine the ingrained and pervasive
structures and social systems that en-
able impunity for perpetrators of sexu-
al violence.

Disputed Legacies is part of the Sex-
ual Violence and Impunity in South
Asia series, which brings together a vast
body of knowledge on this important—
yet suppressed—subject. It will be es-
sential reading for scholars of women’s
studies and sexual violence.

Neelam Hussain is a writer and translator. She works with Simorgh Women’s Resource and
Publication Centre and teaches English at Lahore Grammar School in Pakistan. She is
the translator of Inner Courtyard, by Khadija Mastur, and coeditor of Engendering the Nation
State.



Feminist Subversion and Complicity

Governmentalities and Gender Knowledge in South Asia
Edited by MAITRAYEE MUKHOPADHYAY

Feminist Subversion and Complicity brings
together contributions from women
in Bangladesh, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri
Lanka, and India who, while working
at diverse kinds of institutions, are all
closely involved in the intersection of
development policy and gender. They
offer critical feminist perspectives on
governmental education and health
projects, as well as legal reforms in

these regions.

As a whole, the essays reveal that
feminist politics are not merely assimi-
lated into governmental projects, but
that as part of the process of assimila-
tion, they often serve as a subversive
interruption, destabilizing and contest-
ing orthodox meanings and assump-
tions.

Maitrayee Mukhopadhyay works at the Royal Tropical Institute in Amsterdam, where she
founded the gender and development team.

Fault Lines of History

The India Papers II
Edited by UMA CHAKRAVARTI

Fault Lines of History is the second vol-
ume in Zubaan’s Sexual Violence and
Impunity in South Asia series to focus
on India. This volume addresses the
question of state impunity, arguing
that when it comes to the violation of
human and civil rights, particularly in
relation to sexual violence, the state of
India has played an active and collusive
role, creating states of exception, where
its own laws can be suspended and the
rights of its citizens violated. Drawing
on patterns of sexual violence in Kash-
mir, Northeast India, Chhattisgarh,

Haryana, and Rajasthan, the contribu-
tors focus on the histories of militariza-
tion in regions of conflict, as well as the
histories of caste violence that are often
ignored out of convenience.

The essays come together to offer
an urgent call for action. Though the
contributors acknowledge the difficult
odds facing the victims and survivors
of sexual violence, they urge resistance
and an end to silence as the most im-
portant weapons in the fight to hold
accountable the perpetrators of sexual
violence.

Uma Chakravarti is a distinguished feminist historian who has taught at Miranda House
College for Women, Delhi University. Her books include Rewriting History: The Life and
Times of Pandita Ramabai, also published by Zubaan.
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Praise for Living and Sustaining a Creative
Life

“Extraordinary.”
—ArtJournal

“Contributions range from predictable to
shocking, in-control, and overwhelmed.

...Louden is telling it like it is.”
—ARTnews

“Aspiring artists and students will be in-
spired by these essays, and professionals
will see themselves in many of the stories
being told. Anyone considering a career
in art can profit from reading this book.

Highly recommended.”
—Choice
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Edited by SHARON LOUDEN

The Artist as
Culture Producer

Living and Sustaining a Creative
Life

With a Foreword by Hrag Vartanian

en Living and Sustaining a Creative Life was published in

2013, it became an immediate sensation. Edited by Sharon

Louden, the book brought together forty essays by working
artists, each sharing their own story of how to sustain a creative prac-
tice that contributes to the ongoing dialogue in contemporary art. The
book struck a nerve—how do artists really make it in the world today?
Louden took the book on a sixty-two-stop book tour, selling thousands
of copies, and building a movement along the way.

Now, Louden returns with a sequel: forty more essays from artists
who have successfully expanded their practice beyond the studio and
become change agents in their communities. There is a misconception
that artists are invisible and hidden, but the essays here demonstrate
the truth—artists make a measurable and innovative economic impact
in the nonprofit sector, in education, and in corporate environments.
The Artist as Culture Producer illustrates how today’s contemporary artists
add to creative economies through out-of-the-box thinking while also
generously contributing to the well-being of others.

By turns humorous, heartbreaking, and instructive, the testimo-
nies of these forty diverse working artists will inspire and encourage
every reader—from the art student to the established artist. With a
foreword by Hyperallergic cofounder and editor-in-chief Hrag Vartani-
an, The Artist as Culture Produceris set to make an indelible mark on the
art world—redefining how we see and support contemporary artists.

Louden will be undertaking another book tour, with stops across
the United States and even into Australia. More information and tour

dates can be found online at http://www.livesustain.org.

Sharon Louden is an editor, educator, advocate, and a practicing, professional
artist. She is the author of Living and Sustaining a Creative Life, also published
by Intellect Ltd.
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IINA KOHONEN

Picturing the

Cosmos

A Visual History of Early Soviet I s wromy
Space Endeavor Ml

SPACE ENDEAVOR

With a Foreword by Slava Gerovitch

pace is the ultimate canvas for the imagination, and in the

1950s and ’60s, as part of the space race with the United States, RN Sl SRS

the solar system was the blank page upon which the Soviet

Union etched a narrative of exploration and conquest. In Picturing
MAY 132 p., 128 color plates 7 x 9

the Cosmos, drawing on a comprehensive corpus of rarely seen photo- ISBN-13: 978-1-78320-742-8
Paper $36.50/£27.50

graphs and other visual phenomena, Iina Kohonen maps the complex HISTORY SCIENCE

relationship between visual propaganda and censorship during the
Cold War.

Kohonen ably examines each image, elucidating how visual media
helped to anchor otherwise abstract political and intellectual concepts
of the future and modernization within the Soviet Union. The USSR
mapped and named the cosmos, using new media to stake a claim to
this new territory and incorporating it into the daily lives of its citizens.
Soviet cosmonauts, meanwhile, were depicted as prototypes of the per-
fect Communist man, representing modernity, good taste, and the aes-
thetics of the everyday. Across five heavily illustrated chapters, Picturing
the Cosmos navigates and critically examines these utopian narratives,
highlighting the rhetorical tension between propaganda, censorship,

art, and politics.

lina Kohonen is a scholar specializing in space-related visual propaganda and
photojournalism in the Soviet Union.
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Fan Phenomena: Game of Thrones
Edited by KAVITA MUDAN FINN

Winter is coming. Every Sunday night,
millions of fans gather around their
televisions to take in the spectacle that
is a new episode of Game of Thrones.
Much is made of who will be gruesome-
ly murdered each week on the hit show,
though sometimes the question really is
who won’t die a fiery death. The show,
based on the Song of Ice and Fire se-
ries written by George R. R. Martin, is a
truly global phenomenon.

With the seventh season of the
HBO series in production, Game of
Thrones has been nominated for multi-
ple awards, its cast has been catapulted
to celebrity, and references to it prolifer-
ate throughout popular culture. Often
positioned as the grittier antithesis to J.
R. R. Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings, Martin’s
narrative focuses on the darker side of
chivalry and heroism, stripping away
these higher ideals to reveal the greed,

amorality, and lust for power underpin-
ning them.

Fan Phenomena: Game of Thrones is
an exciting new addition to the Intel-
lect series, bringing together academics
and fans of Martin’s universe to consid-
er not just the content of the books and
HBO series, but fan responses to both.
From trivia nights dedicated to minuti-
ae to forums speculating on plot twists
to academics trying to make sense of
the bizarre climate of Westeros, every-
one is talking about Game of Thrones.
Edited by Kavita Mudan Finn, the book
focuses on the communities created by
the books and television series and how
these communities envision themselves
as consumers, critics, and even creators
of fanworks in a wide variety of media,
including fiction, art, fancasting, and
cosplay.

Kavita Mudan Finn is the author of The Last Plantagenet Consorts: Gender, Genre, and Historiog-
raphy 1440-1627.

Television Antiheroines
Women Behaving Badly in Crime and Prison Drama
Edited by MILLY BUONANNO

As television has finally started to cre-
ate more leading roles for women, the
female antiheroine has emerged as
a compelling and dynamic character
type. Television Antiheroineslooks closely
at this recent development, exploring
the emergence of women characters in
roles typically reserved for men, partic-
ularly in the male-dominated genre of
the crime and prison drama.

The essays collected in Television
Antiheroines are divided into four sec-
tions or types of characters: mafia wom-
en, drug dealers and aberrant moth-
ers, women in prison, and villainesses.
Looking specifically at shows such as
Gomorrah, Mafiosa, The Wire, The Sopra-

nos, Sons of Anarchy, Orange is the New
Black, and Antimafia Squad, the con-
tributors explore the role of race and
sexuality and focus on how many of the
characters transgress traditional ideas
about femininity and female identity,
such as motherhood. They examine the
ways in which bad women are portrayed
and how these characters undermine
gender expectations and reveal the cur-
rent challenges by women to social and
economic norms. Television Antiheroines
will be essential reading for anyone
with a serious interest in crime and pris-
on drama and the rising prominence of
women in nontraditional roles.

Milly Buonanno is professor benemerita at La Sapienza University of Roma and director of
the Observatory of Italian TV Drama. Her books include ltalian TV Drama and Beyond and
The Age of Television, both also published by Intellect Books.
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The Hollywood War Film

Critical Observations from World War I to Iraq
DANIEL BINNS

Combining action, violence, and deep-
ly conflicted emotions, war has always
been a topic made for the big screen.
In The Hollywood War Film, Daniel Binns
considers how war has been depicted
throughout the history of cinema.
Looking at depictions of both world
wars, the Vietnam War, and the ma-
jor conflicts in the Middle East, Binns
reflects on representations of war and
conflict, revealing how Hollywood has
made the war film not just a genre, but
a dynamic cultural phenomenon.
Looking closely at films such as All
Quiet on the Western Front, FFull Metal Jack-

et, and The Hurt Locker, Binns reveals
the commonalities in Hollywood films
despite the distinct conflicts and eras
they represent, and he shows how con-
temporary war films closely echo earlier
films in their nationalistic and idealistic
depictions. Offering a trenchant analy-
sis of some of the most important war
films from the past century, this book
will be of interest to anyone who has
been captivated by how film has dealt
with one of humanity’s most difficult,
but far too common, realities.

Daniel Binns is a lecturer in media at Melbourne’s RMIT University.

Taiwan by Design

88 Products for Better Living
ANNIE IVANOVA

The influence of Taiwan on contempo-
rary design is strong and growing. Fo-
cusing on the vibrant and cutting-edge
designs being created in Taiwan today,
curator Annie Ivanova offers here the
first comprehensive compendium of
the elements and influences of the
growing Asian design aesthetic emerg-
ing from Taiwan. Ivanova has chosen
eighty-eight objects that exemplify Tai-
wan’s design excellence, in which cen-
turies of craft traditions continue to be
practiced alongside the latest develop-
ments in digital media.

Among the objects discussed are
technological innovations such as the

smart scooter, digital helmet, and re-
engineered skateboard, in addition to
ecofurniture, Ming dynasty—inspired
objects, and even a burial urn. Ivanova
shows how Taiwanese designers are
finding inspiration in the vanishing
worlds of night markets and temples
and how classical elements from co-
lonial architecture and are being re-
imagined for the home. Taiwan by De-
sign showcases the best in Taiwanese
product design, revealing that it is un-
doubtedly among the most interesting
and innovative work in international
design today.

Based in Taiwan, Annie Ivanova is an award-winning Australian curator and entrepreneur
with extensive experience in creative exports. She has worked with such institutions as the
Centre Pompidou, Beijing World Art Museum, Ars Electronica, ZKM Center for Art and
Media, Shanghai Zendai MOMA, Taipei 101, and the Australian Centre for the Moving
Image.
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Lexicon for an Affective Archive
Edited by GIULIA PALLADINI and MARCO PUSTIANAZ

To study an archive or archival materi-
als is to encounter practice involved in
the construction of memory. Lexicon
Jor an Affective Archive is a collection of
these encounters, offering glimpses
into the intimate relations inherent in
finding, remembering (or imagining),
and creating an archive. Bringing to-
gether voices from the humanities, per-

formance studies, and contemporary
art, this beautifully designed volume
advances the idea of an “affective ar-
chive” as a useful conceptual tool—a
tool which contributes to an under-
standing of an expanded notion of an
archive and its central role in contem-
porary visual and performing arts.

Giulia Palladini is an independent researcher and guest professor at Kunsthochschule
Weissensee, Berlin. Marco Pustianaz is professor of English and theater at Universita del
Piemonte Orientale, Italy.

Culture War
Affective Cultural Politics, Tepid Nationalism and
Art Activism
CAMILLA M@HRING REESTORFF

The culture wars have sparked promi-
nent political debates for many years,
but particularly in Europe and Ameri-
ca since 2001. Focusing specifically on
Denmark, Culture War aims to analyze
and understand the rise of right-wing
nationalism in Europe as part of the
globalization and mediatization of the
modern nation state and the culture
war and politics arising from it.

Employing a detailed and critically

reflective argument covering social
media, television, political campaigns,
advertising, and “artivism,” Camilla
Mghring Reestorff refuses the tradi-
tional distinction between the world of
visual culture and the political domain,
and she provides multiple tools for un-
derstanding the dynamics of contem-
porary affective cultural politics in a
highly mediatized environment.

Camilla Mghring Reestorff is associate professor in culture and media studies in the School
of Communication and Culture at Aarhus University, Denmark.

Transformations
Art and the City

Edited by ELIZABETH M. GRIERSON

The contributors to Transformations ex-
plore the interactions between people
and their urban surroundings through
site-specific art and creative practices,
tracing the ways people inhabit, imag-
ine, and shape their cities. Drawing on
the work of global artists, this collection
investigates the politics and democrati-

zation of space through an examina-
tion of art, education, justice, and the
role of the citizen in the city. The essays
explore how creative practices can work
in tandem with ever-changing urban
technologies and ecologies to both dis-
rupt and shape urban public spaces.

Elizabeth M. Grierson is professor of art and philosophy at RMIT University, Australia, and
editor of the academic journal ACCESS: Critical Perspectives on Communications, Cultural &
Policy Studies.
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