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Graphic designer Jan Rothuizen once realized that much of his 

best artwork resulted from simply walking along the streets and 

encountering new people. During his travels, he wandered 

around global cities like Cairo, New York, Guangzhou, and 

Beirut but eventually noticed that his work had yet to treat the 

city in which he had been born and raised. Rothuizen therefore 

decided to make Amsterdam the focus of a new book, the 

Dutch-language version of which was met with widespread 

success. 

The Soft Atlas of Amsterdam introduces the idea behind 

Rothuizen’s wildly popular maps to an English-language 

audience, and at the same time, it offers much more. Including 

many never-before-seen drawings unique to this edition, this 

atlas presents a fresh interpretation of Amsterdam’s places and 

culture. The drawings, which are best described as written 

maps or graphic reportages, portray recognizable elements of 

each location, yet are stylized in a highly original manner that 

reflects Rothuizen’s excellent eye for detail. From the 

Rijksmuseum to a robbed jewelry store, a heroin clinic to a 

student apartment, The Soft Atlas of Amsterdam is a delightful 

tour through a vibrant European city. Full of fun surprises for 

both the armchair traveler and those who have lived or visited 

there, this is one collection of maps that guarantees readers a 

view of the city they’ve never seen before. 

 
Jan Rothuizen is an illustrator for multiple publications, 

including De Volkskrant, Vrij Nederland, and De Groene 

Amsterdammer. His work has been exhibited in the 

Netherlands and abroad. 
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anne Frank house 
Anne frank’s diary is in the top ten of  
the best read books, along with the bible, 
harry Potter and the da vinci code. had 
she lived, Anne frank would have been 84 
in 2013. in that year, 1.2 million people 
visited the secret annex on  
the Prinsengracht.
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houseboat 
People have lived on boats in Amsterdam 
since the 17th century. in the 1950’s 
there was a great housing shortage, and 
houseboats became an integral part of  the 
cityscape in that period. today there are 
2500 houseboats in the 156 canals  
in Amsterdam.
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red lIght dIstrIct 
most of  Amsterdam’s estimated 6,000 
prostitutes advertise their wares in a 
window. Around 800 work in sex clubs 
or privately from home; between 1,200 
and 1,400 sex workers find their clients 
through escort agencies. 
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coFFee shop 
Production and distribution of  mari-
huana is sanctioned by the government in 
uruguay and recreational use of  cannabis 
is legal in the uS states of  Washington 
and colorado. holland’s big cities are 
planning to experiment with legalised 
cultivation of  the crop.
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rIJksmuseum 
in 2004, Amsterdam launched the ‘i 
Amsterdam’ city brand to attract expats, 
tourists and foreign investors to the city. 
the huge ‘i Amsterdam’ sign in front of  
the rijksmuseum is now one of  the city’s 
most photographed objects. 
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bookshop 
With one bookshop for every 6,500 peo-
ple, the city has the biggest concentration 
in a country with more bookshops per 
head than any other. yet numbers have 
declined since 2007. these days, online 
bookshops, supermarkets, gas stations 
and department stores all sell books.
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shoppIng streets  
the local shops came up with a name for 
their neighbourhood: the Nine Streets. it 
was so successful that many can no longer 
afford the rising rents and the big chains 
are moving in.
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Jewel robbery  
in 2013, there were 250 robberies in  
Amsterdam, targeting jewellers,  
supermarkets and fast-food eateries.  
the kid (he was 18) who shot fred hund 
dead while robbing his jewellery store is 
serving a fifteen year sentence. his dNA 
was on the shoe he left behind in the shop. 
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bIcycle accIdent 
in the last three years, 51 people drowned 
in Amsterdam’s canals. most were men, 
and drunk: they fell in while peeing and 
were unable to get back out. Another 
typical Amsterdam accident is cyclists 
in a truck’s blind spot: usually it’s young 
women who get caught and run over  
like this. 
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budget hotel 
Amsterdam is a favourite among people in 
their twenties. that is the biggest group 
of  visitors. it is especially popular for stag 
and bachelors parties, with young grooms 
on a blow-out on their last night of  free-
dom - a last smoke and a grope. 
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recycled energy 
Amsterdam’s refuse energy company says 
that there’s no such thing as trash. And 
it’s true that they turn 99.7 % of  the 
city’s rubbish into green electricity for 
trams and buses, and which provides city 
heating for entire neighbourhoods. but 
what about that tiny remnant, that last bit 
which refuses to be recycled?
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