




65

Fan Phenomena: Batman

64

Fan Phenomena: Batman

Fan Appreciation no.3
Josh Hook and Kendal Coombs

Fans want to be first. They line up for hours, even days, so they can be 
the first to buy the ticket, read the book, get into the stadium. Such en-
thusiasm surrounded the release of Christopher Nolan’s trilogy-closer 
The Dark Knight Rises in the summer of 2012. Fortunately for Australian 
Bat-fans the film was released on 19 July, one day earlier than most of the 
world. Factoring in the time difference, these fans were able to experience 
the film almost two days before their Stateside equivalents. Nonetheless, 
for 23-year-old artist Josh Hook and 22-year-old writer Kendal Coombs 
this wasn’t early enough. To ensure they were amongst the first to see the 
blockbuster, they attended a marathon of Nolan’s Batman films that cul-
minated in a midnight screening of The Dark Knight Rises at Melbourne’s 
IMAX cinema, and of course, they were dressed as Batman and Catwoman. 

Liam Burke: What was your first experience or encounter with Batman?
Josh Hook: My dad was really big into the 1960s’ Adam West Batman, so 
through that. When I was about three or four my grandma made me a cos-
tume; this cowl [pictured] is actually from the original costume. So that’s 
pretty much where I started. I got into comic books when I was in high 
school. There was a comic book store near the train station so I said I’d 
check it out.
Kendal Coombs: My parents bought Batman Forever on DVD when we 
first got a DVD player. It’s like the worst movie ever, but I always liked 
Batman. I never really embraced being a proper comic book nerd until I 
started going out with Josh. I’ve embraced it since. I love dressing up and 
going to movies. 

LB: Across the decades there have been many different interpretations of 
Batman. Do you have a preferred version? 
JH: I always loved the original animated series from the early 1990s with 
Kevin Conroy and Mark Hamill doing the voices of Batman and the Joker. 
In terms of the current Batman writers, Scott Snyder is doing really, really 
good stuff with the Batman comics at the moment. I would always have 
arguments with my Dad because he would never budge on Adam West be-
ing the ultimate Batman, and as much as I tried I could never get through 
to him. It’s been forty years; it’s time to move on.
KC: Not Batman so much, but I really love the villains in the 1960s TV se-
ries. I loved it when Eartha Kitt was Catwoman

LB: Do you have a favourite Batman villain?
JH: I always sort of loved Two-Face the most, and then the Scarecrow and 
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