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NaTuRe  RefeReNce

Copublished with the Field Museum

ISBN-13: 978-0-226-30511-0  
Cloth $45.00/£31.00

OcTObeR 352 p., 290 color plates,  
7 line drawings, 5 tables 81/2 x 10

Timeless Natural Beauty of the  
Mineral World

Gems and  
Gemstones

lAncE grAndE and Allison AugusTyn

Gems are objects of wealth, icons of beauty, and emblems 

of the very best of everything. Given as tokens of love and 

affection, they also come in a kaleidoscopic array of hues 

and can be either mineral or organic. Gems can command a per-

son’s gaze in the way they play with light and express rich color.  

And they can evoke feelings of passion, greed, mystery, and warmth. 

 For millennia, gems have played an important role in human cul-

ture: they have significant value, both financially and within folklore 

and mythology. But just what are gems, exactly? This lavishly illus-

trated volume—the most ambitious publication of its kind—provides 

a general introduction to gems and natural gemstones, conveying 

their timeless beauty and exploring similarities among different spe-

cies and varieties. Gems and Gemstones features nearly three hundred 

color images of the cut gems, precious and semiprecious stones, gem-

quality mineral specimens, and fine jewelry to be unveiled in the new 

Grainger Hall of Gems at the Field Museum in Chicago this October. 

The book and exhibition’s overarching theme will be the relationship 

between finished gems and their natural origin: while beautiful as 

faceted and polished pieces of jewelry, gems are often just as lovely—

or even more so—as gemstones in their natural state. For example, an 

aquamarine or emerald as originally found in a mine with its natural 

crystal faces can be as stunning as any cut and polished gem prepared 

for a ring, bracelet, or charm.

http://www.press.uchicago.edu/presssite/metadata.epl?mode=synopsis&bookkey=2068891


lance grande is senior vice president and head of 
collections and research at the Field Museum. He is 
a curator in the geology department and a general 
content specialist for the Field’s new Grainger Hall of 
Gems exhibit. He is also a member of the Committee 
on Evolutionary Biology at the University of Chicago 
and is adjunct professor of biology at the University 
of Illinois at Chicago. Allison Augustyn, a funding 
specialist at the Field Museum, was previously an 
exhibition developer there, where she prepared such 
exhibits as the Ancient Americas, George Washington 
Carver, and the Grainger Hall of Gems. 

Gems and  
Gemstones

 Mindful of both ancient and modern times, 

Gems and Gemstones also includes fun-filled facts 

and anecdotes that broaden the historical por-

trait of each specimen. When Harry Winston, 

for instance, donated the Hope Diamond to 

the Smithsonian in 1958, he sent it through the 

U.S. mail wrapped in plain brown paper. And 

for anyone who has ever marveled at the innova-

tions of top jewelry designers, Gems and Gemstones 

features a dazzling array of polished stones, gold 

objects, and creations from around the world. 

Diamonds, sapphires, rubies, amethysts, pearls, 

topaz, amber—every major gem gets its due in 

this invaluable reference. 

Gems and Gemstones features nearly 300 color images of the cut 
gems, precious and semiprecious stones, gem-quality mineral  
specimens, and fine jewelry to be unveiled in the new grainger hall  
of gems at the Field Museum in chicago this october.
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Marty crump is a behavioral ecologist who has worked with tropical amphib-
ians in the areas of parental care, reproduction, territoriality, cannibalism, 
and tadpole ecology. An adjunct professor in the Department of Biological 
Sciences at Northern Arizona University, she is the author of In Search of the 
Golden Frog and Headless Males Make Great Lovers, both published by the Uni-
versity of Chicago Press. 

Praise for Headless Males Make Great 
Lovers

“Marty crump’s book is a trawl through 

the whole gamut of weird animal behav-

iours. Watch out for spine-anointing, 

toad-chewing hedgehogs; tortoises that 

stomp the ground to draw up worms; and 

the mantids of the title that mate more 

effectively once the female has bitten 

off their heads. With crump’s thirty-plus 

years of experience in the field, this beau-

tifully written and charmingly illustrated 

book combines acute observation with 

helpful explanation. nature has never 

seemed so bizarre and splendid.”
—Adrian barnett,  

New Scientist

NaTuRe

ISBN-13: 978-0-226-12185-7 
Cloth $25.00/£17.50

NOvembeR 224 p., 120 line drawings 6 x 9

V ampire bats that regurgitate blood for roosting buddies. Mos-

quitoes that filch honeydew droplets from ants. Reptiles that 

enforce chastity on their lovers with copulatory plugs. Capu-

chin monkeys that use millipede secretions as mosquito repellent. The 

natural world is full of unusual relationships, and negotiation between 

life-forms striving to survive is evolution at its most diverse, entertain-

ing, and awe-inspiring.  

 Picking up where her highly popular Headless Males Make Great 

Lovers left off, tropical field biologist Marty Crump takes us on another 

voyage of discovery into the world of unusual natural histories, this 

time focusing on extraordinary interactions involving animals, plants, 

fungi, and bacteria. Sexy Orchids Make Lousy Lovers and Other Unusual 

Relationships illuminates the ceaseless give-and-take between species. 

Occasionally, both interacting parties benefit, like when hornbills and 

dwarf mongooses hunt together for food. Other times, like when mites 

ride in hummingbirds’ nostrils to reach their next meal of nectar, one 

individual benefits and the other is neither helped nor harmed. But 

sometimes one individual benefits at the expense of the other; you 

need only recall your last sinus infection to understand how that works. 

 Throughout, Crump brings her trademark spunk and zest to these 

stories of intimate exchange. She introduces readers to penguins that 

babysit, pseudoscorpions that ride and mate under the wings of giant 

harlequin beetles, and parasitic fungi that bend insects to their will. 

After this entertaining romp through the world of natural relation-

ships, you’ll never look at an orchid the same way again.

With Illustrations by Alan Crump

and Other Unusual Relationships

Sexy Orchids Make 
Lousy Lovers

MArTy cruMP
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“if becker has a single guiding principle, 

it is that the economic way of looking at 

behaviour applies more broadly than orig-

inally thought, and people make rational 

choices about crime, marriage, parent-

hood, education, even drug addiction.  

. . . becker is now regarded as one of 

the most influential economists of the 

twentieth century—arguably, the most 

influential of all.”
—Tim harford,  

Financial Times

“For sheer intimidating cerebral mega-

hertz, Posner has few rivals on the 

bench—or anywhere else, for that matter. 

. . . his books and writings make him, by 

a wide margin, the most frequently cited 

legal scholar of the past half-century.”
—Fortune

cuRReNT eveNTS  ecONOmIcS

ISBN-13: 978-0-226-04101-8 
Cloth $29.00/£20.00

NOvembeR 304 p. 6 x 9

gary s. becker is University Professor at the University of Chicago and the 
author of many books, including Human Capital: A Theoretical and Empiri-
cal Analysis. He was awarded the Nobel Prize in Economics in 1992 and the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom in 2007. richard A. Posner is a judge of the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit, senior lecturer in law at the 
University of Chicago Law School, and the author of numerous books,  
including How Judges Think.
 

Economic Insights, from Marriage 
to Terrorism

Uncommon Sense
gAry s. bEckEr and richArd A. PosnEr

On December 5, 2004, the still-developing blogosphere took 

one of its biggest steps toward mainstream credibility, 

as Nobel Prize–winning economist Gary S. Becker and 

renowned jurist and legal scholar Richard A. Posner announced the 

formation of the Becker-Posner Blog.

 In no time at all, the blog had established a wide readership and 

reputation as a reliable source of lively, thought-provoking commentary 

on current events, its pithy and profound weekly essays highlighting the 

value of economic reasoning when applied to unexpected topics. Uncom-

mon Sense gathers the most important and innovative entries from the 

blog, arranged by topic, along with updates and even reconsiderations 

when subsequent events have shed new light on a question. Whether it’s 

Posner making the economic case for the legalization of gay marriage, 

Becker arguing in favor of the sale of human organs for transplant, 

or even the pair of scholars vigorously disagreeing about the utility of 

collective punishment with reference to Israel’s battles with Hezbollah 

and Hamas, the writing is always clear, the interplay energetic, and the 

resulting discussion deeply informed and intellectually substantial.

 To have a single thinker of the stature of Becker or Posner address-

ing questions of this nature would make for fascinating reading; to 

have both, writing and responding to each other, is an exceptionally 

rare treat. With Uncommon Sense, they invite the adventurous reader to 

join them on a whirlwind intellectual journey. All they ask is that you 

leave your preconceptions behind.
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dominic A. Pacyga is the award-winning author or coauthor of several books, 
including Polish Immigrants and Industrial Chicago, also published by the 
University of Chicago Press. He teaches in the Department of Humanities, 
History, and Social Sciences at Columbia College Chicago. 

“A wonderful achievement from someone 

who has devoted much of his career to 

studying chicago’s history. Pacyga gives 

us the singular story of chicago in his 

own inimitable voice.”
—Ann durkin keating,  

coeditor of The Encyclopedia of Chicago 

ameRIcaN HISTORY

ISBN-13: 978-0-226-64431-8 
Cloth $35.00/£24.00

OcTObeR 480 p., 145 halftones, 7 maps  
7 x 10

A Biography

Chicago
doMinic A. PAcygA

Chicago has been called by many names. Nelson Algren de-

clared it a “City on the Make.” Carl Sandburg dubbed it the 

“City of Big Shoulders.” Upton Sinclair christened it “The 

Jungle,” while New Yorkers, naturally, pronounced it “the Second City.” 

 At last there is a book for all of us, whatever we choose to call 

Chicago. Here, historian Dominic A. Pacyga gives his hometown the 

magisterial biography it has long deserved. Chicago: A Biography traces 

the city’s storied past, from the explorations of Joliet and Marquette in 

1673 to the new wave of urban pioneers today. The city’s great industri-

alists, reformers, and politicians—and, indeed, the many not-so-great 

and downright notorious—animate this book, from Al Capone and 

Jane Addams to Mayor Richard J. Daley and President Barack Obama. 

 But what distinguishes this book from the many others on the sub-

ject is its author’s uncommon ability to illuminate the lives of Chicago’s 

ordinary people. Born and raised in Back of the Yards on Chicago’s 

southwest side, Pacyga spent his college years working at the Union 

Stock Yards. Chicago, therefore, gives voice to the city’s steelyard work-

ers and kill floor operators, mapping the neighborhoods distinguished 

not by Louis Sullivan masterworks, but by bungalows and corner 

taverns. And their stories come alive through an extensive selection of 

evocative illustrations culled from major institutional archives, local 

historical societies, and the author’s personal collection.

 Filled with the city’s one-of-a-kind characters and all of its defin-

ing moments, Chicago is as big and boisterous as its namesake—and as 

ambitious as the men and women who built it. 
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“Wrigley Field and comiskey Park may 

attract more attention, but neither has 

hosted as many historic events as soldier 

Field. Ford’s Soldier Field reveals how 

chicago’s iconic amphitheater is more 

than a football field; it serves as a unique 

portal into chicago’s social, political, and 

cultural history.”
—Timothy J. gilfoyle,  

author of Millennium Park:  
Creating a Chicago Landmark

ameRIcaN HISTORY

ISBN-13: 978-0-226-25706-8 
Cloth $30.00/£20.50

NOvembeR 384 p., 78 halftones 7 x 10

liam T. A. Ford is a reporter at the Chicago Tribune. 

A Stadium and Its City

Soldier Field
liAM T. A. Ford

Sports fans nationwide know Soldier Field as the home of the 

Chicago Bears. For decades its signature columns provided an 

iconic backdrop for gridiron matches, but few realize that the 

stadium has been much more than that. Soldier Field: A Stadium and Its 

City explores how this amphitheater evolved from a public war memo-

rial into a majestic arena that helped define Chicago. 

 Chicago Tribune staff writer Liam T. A. Ford led the reporting on 

the stadium’s controversial 2003 renovation—and simultaneously 

found himself unearthing a dramatic history. As he tells it, the tale of 

Soldier Field truly is the story of Chicago, filled with political intrigue 

and civic pride. Designed by Holabird and Roche, Soldier Field arose 

through a serendipitous combination of local tax dollars, City Beauti-

ful boosterism, and the machinations of Mayor “Big Bill” Thompson. 

The result was a stadium that stood at the center of Chicago’s political, 

cultural, and sporting life for nearly sixty years before the arrival of 

Walter Payton and William “The Refrigerator” Perry. 

 Ford describes it all in the voice of a seasoned reporter: the high 

school football games, track and field contests, rodeos, and even 

NASCAR races. Photographs, including many from the Chicago Park 

District’s own collections, capture these remarkable scenes: the swell-

ing crowds at ethnic festivals, Catholic masses, and political rallies. Few 

remember that Soldier Field hosted Billy Graham and Martin Luther 

King Jr., Judy Garland and Johnny Cash—as well as the Grateful 

Dead’s final show.

 Now part of the city’s bid for the 2016 Olympic Games, Chicago’s 

stadium on the lake continues to make dramatic history. Soldier Field 

captures this history in the making and will captivate armchair histori-

ans and sports fans alike. 

Chicago Visions and Revisions
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An Encyclopedic Companion
The Child
Edited by richArd A. shWEdEr

Informed parents know there is an abundance of information 

about children and child development available on the Internet, 

but can they trust that the content they find is authoritative? Pro-

fessionals who work with children know where to find research relevant 

to their specialty, but where can they go to find reliable information on 

other related disciplines? The Child offers both parents and professionals 

access to the best scholarship from all areas of child studies—and from all 

regions of the world—in a remarkable one-volume reference. 

 This encyclopedic companion brings together contemporary 

research on children and childhood from pediatrics, child psychology, 

childhood studies, education, sociology, history, law, anthropology, 

and other related areas—in sum, more than five hundred articles, all 

written by experts in their fields and overseen by noted anthropologist 

Richard A. Shweder. Each entry begins with a concise and accessible 

synopsis of the topic at hand. For example, the entry on “adoption” be-

gins with a general definition, followed by a detailed look at adoption 

in different cultures and at different times, a summary of the associ-

ated mental and developmental issues that can arise, and an overview 

of applicable legal and public policy both within the United States 

and elsewhere. Within the scope of a few pages, readers encounter a wide 

range of information and perspectives on this complex and fascinating 

topic. Entries also include multiple cross-references to guide readers 

toward related topics within the volume and suggestions for further 

reading. 

 While many of the entries address universal, biological facts about 

children—most fetuses suck their thumbs, for example, and most 

babies develop musical rhythm by seven months—they also consider 

the many worlds of childhood within the United States and around 

the globe. Alongside the topical articles, The Child includes more 

than forty “Imagining Each Other” essays, which focus on the experi-

ences of particular children in different cultures. In “Work before 

Play for Yucatec Mayan Children,” for example, readers learn of the 

work responsibilities of some modern-day Mexican children, while in 

“A Hindu Brahman Boy Is Born Again,” they witness a coming-of-age 

ritual in contemporary India. 

The best scholarship from 
a wide range of disciplines, 
including 

♦ Anthropology

♦ child development

♦ childhood studies

♦ Education

♦ history

♦ law

♦ literature

♦ Pediatrics

♦ Psychology

♦ Public policy

♦ religion

♦ sociology

6
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famILY aND cHILDcaRe

ISBN-13: 978-0-226-47539-4 
Cloth $75.00s/£51.50

SePTembeR 1160 p., 12 halftones,  
6 line drawings, 7 tables 73/8 x 95/8

 

richard A. shweder is a cultural anthropologist and the 
William Claude Revis Distinguished Service Professor at 
the University of Chicago. A former associate editor of 
the journal Child Development, Shweder has written several 
books on cultural psychology and human development, 
including, most recently, Why Do Men Barbecue? Recipes for 
Cultural Psychology.

 Compiled by some of the most distinguished child 

development researchers in the world, The Child will 

broaden the current scope of knowledge on children 

and childhood. It is an unparalleled resource for par-

ents, social workers, researchers, educators, and others 

who work with children, and will spark a necessary 

discussion about children and childhood around the 

world.  

◆ Growing Up Hearing in a Deaf Family

◆ Formality and Fun in Kinship  
Relations among the Gusii

◆ Educated at Home in the United States 

◆ Children as Family Caregivers in 
Mexico 

◆ On Infants Sleeping Alone 

◆ The Luminous Books of Childhood 

◆ Trial by Fire: Emotional Socialization 
among Canadian Inuit 

◆ The Parenting Style of a Turkish  
Reformer

◆ Memories of Childhood on an  
Israeli Kibbutz 

◆ Summer Camp for Diabetic Children: 
A Stigma-Free Zone 

◆ An African American Grandmother 
Combats Racial Hatred 

◆ Early Childhood Education in Japan 

◆ A Refugee’s Childhood in the  
West Bank 

A unique global perspective—selections 

from the “imagining Each other” essays

More than 500 articles
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lee Alan dugatkin is professor of biology at the University of Louisville and 
the author of The Altruism Equation: Seven Scientists Search for the Origins of  
Goodness and Cheating Monkeys and Citizen Bees: The Nature of Cooperation in 
Animals and Humans, among other books. 

“Mr. Jefferson and the Giant Moose cap-

tures the degeneracy debates that pitted 

some of the most respected continental 

naturalists against the finest intellects 

in the emergent united states. stand-

ing at the center of the conflict is a giant 

moose that Thomas Jefferson acquired 

through considerable effort and expense 

to definitively disprove comte de buffon’s 

argument. With this dramatic episode 

at the core, lee Alan dugatkin depicts 

American degeneracy as a key issue in 

the intellectual history of the transatlan-

tic Enlightenment.”
—Frederick davis,  

author of The Man Who  
Saved Sea Turtles

ScIeNce  HISTORY

ISBN-13: 978-0-226-16914-9 
Cloth $26.00/£18.00

OcTObeR 192 p., 25 halftones 6 x 9

Natural History in Early America

Mr. Jefferson and 
the Giant Moose

lEE AlAn dugATkin

In the years after the Revolutionary War, the fledging republic of 

America was viewed by many Europeans as a degenerate back-

water, populated by subspecies weak and feeble. Chief among 

these naysayers was the French count and world-renowned naturalist 

Georges-Louis Leclerc de Buffon, who wrote that the flora and fauna 

of America (natives included) were inferior to European specimens. 

 Thomas Jefferson—U.S. president and ardent naturalist—spent 

years countering the French conception of American degeneracy. His 

Notes on Virginia systematically and scientifically dismantled Buffon’s 

case through a series of tables and equally compelling writing on the 

nature of his home state. But the book did little to counter the arro-

gance of the French and hardly satisfied Jefferson’s quest to demon-

strate that his young nation was every bit the equal of a well-established 

Europe. Enter the giant moose.

 The American moose, which Jefferson claimed was so enormous 

a European reindeer could walk under it, became the cornerstone 

of his defense. Convinced that the sight of such a magnificent beast 

would cause Buffon to revise his claims, Jefferson had the remains of a 

seven-foot ungulate shipped first class from New Hampshire to Paris. 

Unfortunately, Buffon died before he could make any revisions to his 

Histoire Naturelle, but the legend of the moose makes for a fascinating 

tale about Jefferson’s passion to prove the prestige of American nature.  

 In Mr. Jefferson and the Giant Moose, Lee Alan Dugatkin vividly rec-

reates the origin and evolution of the debates about natural history in 

America and, in so doing, returns the prize moose to its rightful place 

in American history.
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Praise for Volume 1

“To understand why the Fed acted as it 

did—at these critical moments and many 

others—would require years of study, por-

ing over letters, the minutes of meetings 

and internal Fed documents. Such a task 

would naturally deter most scholars of 

economic history but not, thank good-

ness, Allan Meltzer.”
—Wall Street Journal

 

“A seminal work that anyone interested 

in the inner workings of the U.S. central 

bank should read.”
—John M. Berry,  

Washington Post

Allan H. Meltzer is the Allan H. Meltzer University Professor of Political Economy 
at Carnegie Mellon University and visiting scholar at the American Enterprise 
Institute. He is the author of many books, including A History of the Federal Re-
serve, Volume 1: 1913–1951, also published by the University of Chicago Press.

A History of the 
Federal Reserve, 
Volume 2

AllAn H. MelTzer

Allan H. Meltzer’s critically acclaimed history of the Federal 

Reserve is the most ambitious, most intensive, and most 

revealing investigation of the subject ever conducted. Its first 

volume, published to widespread critical acclaim in 2003, spanned the 

period from the institution’s founding in 1913 to the restoration of 

its independence in 1951. This two-part second volume of the history 

chronicles the evolution and development of this institution from the 

Treasury–Federal Reserve accord in 1951 to the mid-1980s, when the 

great inflation ended. It reveals the inner workings of the Fed during 

a period of rapid and extensive change. An epilogue discusses the role 

of the Fed in resolving our current economic crisis and the needed 

reforms of the financial system. 

 In rich detail, drawing on the Federal Reserve’s own documents, 

Meltzer traces the relation between its decisions and economic and 

monetary theory, its experience as an institution independent of 

politics, and its role in tempering inflation. He explains, for example, 

how the Federal Reserve’s independence was often compromised by 

the active policy-making roles of Congress, the Treasury Department, 

different presidents, and even White House staff, who often pressured 

the bank to take a short-term view of its responsibilities. With an eye 

on the present, Meltzer also offers solutions for improving the Federal 

Reserve, arguing that as a regulator of financial firms and lender of 

last resort, it should focus more attention on incentives for reform, 

medium-term consequences, and rule-like behavior for mitigating 

financial crises. Less attention should be paid, he contends, to com-

mand and control of the markets and the noise of quarterly data.

 At a time when the United States finds itself in an unprecedented 

financial crisis, Meltzer’s fascinating history will be the source of record 

for scholars and policy makers navigating an uncertain economic future.

ECONOMICS  AMERICAN HISTORY

ISBN-13: 978-0-226-51994-4  
Cloth $75.00s/£51.50

OCTObER 640 p., 52 line drawings,  
48 tables 6 x 9

Book 2, 1970–1985

ECONOMICS  AMERICAN HISTORY

ISBN-13: 978-0-226-52001-8  
Cloth $75.00s/£51.50

OCTObER 784 p., 60 line drawings,  
33 tables 6 x 9

Book 1, 1951–1969
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Mark V. barrow Jr. is associate professor of history at Virginia Tech and the 
author of A Passion for Birds: American Ornithology after Audubon.

“i fear we’ll have good reason to think 

more and more about extinction as this 

century progesses, and this fascinating 

(and rueful) history provides a good base 

for that reflection.”
—bill Mckibben,  

author of Deep Economy

“Mark barrow knows more about the 

history of wildlife biology and conserva-

tion in the united states than anyone 

else. in these pages he gives us the most 

comprehensive picture we have of how 

naturalists discovered species extinction 

and humanity’s role in it, then set about 

to take responsibility for the destruction 

of the bison, the bald eagle, the spotted 

owl, and so many other creatures, even  

in far-off latin America and Africa. Well 

researched and clearly told.”
—donald Worster,  

author of A Passion for Nature:  
The Life of John Muir

NaTuRe  ameRIcaN HISTORY

ISBN-13: 978-0-226-03814-8 
Cloth $37.50/£26.00

OcTObeR 496 p., 62 halftones 6 x 9

Confronting Extinction from the Age 
of Jefferson to the Age of Ecology

Nature’s Ghosts
MArk V. bArroW Jr.

The rapid growth of the American environmental movement 

in recent decades obscures the fact that long before the first 

Earth Day and the passage of the Endangered Species Act, 

naturalists and concerned citizens recognized—and worried about—

the problem of human-caused extinction. 

 As Mark V. Barrow Jr. reveals in Nature’s Ghosts, the threat of spe-

cies loss has haunted Americans since the early days of the republic. 

From Thomas Jefferson’s day—when the fossil remains of such fantas-

tic lost animals as the mastodon and the woolly mammoth were first 

reconstructed—through the pioneering conservation efforts of early 

naturalists like John James Audubon and John Muir, Barrow shows how 

Americans came to understand that it was not only possible for entire 

species to die out, but that humans themselves could be responsible 

for their extinction. With the destruction of the passenger pigeon and 

the precipitous decline of the bison, professional scientists and wildlife 

enthusiasts alike began to understand that even very common species 

were not safe from the juggernaut of modern industrial society. That 

realization spawned public education and legislative campaigns that 

laid the foundation for the modern environmental movement and the 

preservation of such iconic creatures as the bald eagle, the California 

condor, and the whooping crane.

 A sweeping, beautifully illustrated historical narrative that unites 

the fascinating stories of endangered animals and the dedicated indi-

viduals who have studied and struggled to protect them, Nature’s Ghosts 

offers an unprecedented view of what we’ve lost—and a stark reminder 

of the hard work of preservation still ahead.
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“Cougar is a mighty compendium by six-

teen cougar authorities who share consid-

erable firsthand experience in the field. 

A very important contribution, this book 

will surely take its place as the definitive 

work on this fascinating, beautiful, and 

ever elusive animal.”
—Peter Matthiessen

ScIeNce

ISBN-13: 978-0-226-35344-9 
Cloth $49.00/£34.00

DecembeR 368 p., 36 color plates,  
70 halftones, 19 line drawings, 25 tables 
81/2 x 11

Maurice hornocker is director of the Selway Institute. sharon negri is the direc-
tor and founder of WildFutures.

With a Foreword by Alan Rabinowitz

Ecology and Conservation

Cougar

Edited by MAuricE hornockEr and  
shAron nEgri

The cougar is one of the most beautiful, enigmatic, and majes-

tic animals in the Americas. Eliciting reverence for its grace 

and independent nature, it also triggers fear when it comes 

into contact with people, pets, and livestock or competes for hunters’ 

game. Mystery, myth, and misunderstanding surround this remarkable 

creature.

 The cougar’s range once extended from northern Canada to the 

tip of South America, and from the Pacific to the Atlantic, making it 

the most widespread animal in the Western Hemisphere. But overhunt-

ing and loss of habitat vastly reduced cougar numbers by the early 

twentieth century across much of its historical range, and today the 

cougar faces numerous threats as burgeoning human development 

encroaches on its remaining habitat. 

 When Maurice Hornocker began the first long-term study of cou-

gars in the Idaho wilderness in 1964, little was known about this large 

cat. Its secretive nature and rarity in the landscape made it difficult to 

study. But his groundbreaking fieldwork yielded major insights and was 

the prelude to further research on this controversial species. 

 The capstone to Hornocker’s long career studying big cats, Cougar 

is a powerful and practical resource for scientists, conservationists, 

and anyone with an interest in large carnivores. He and conservation-

ist Sharon Negri bring together the diverse perspectives of eighteen 

distinguished scientists to provide the fullest account of the cougar’s 

ecology, behavior, and genetics, its role as a top predator, and its con-

servation needs. This compilation of recent findings, stunning photo-

graphs, and firsthand accounts of field research unravels the mysteries 

of this magnificent animal and emphasizes its importance in healthy 

ecosystem processes and in our lives.
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lynn c. klotz is senior science fellow with the Center for Arms Control and 
Non-Proliferation. Edward J. sylvester is a science journalist and the author of 
three books on cutting-edge medical research, as well as the highly acclaimed 
The Gene Age, in which he and Klotz introduced lay audiences to the emerging 
biotechnology revolution. 

“Forceful and provocative, Breeding Bio 

Insecurity contends that u.s. biodefense 

policies generate more risk than the threat 

they are supposed to be addressing. by 

carefully spelling out their rationales, 

the book’s authors place the burden of 

justification on the defenders of massive 

biodefense budgets. replete with deft 

arguments and imaginative scenarios, 

this book should be read by scientists, 

policy makers, and, indeed, all concerned 

citizens.”
—leonard cole,  

author of Terror: How Israel Has  
Coped and What America Can Learn

ScIeNce  cuRReNT eveNTS

ISBN-13: 978-0-226-44405-5 
Cloth $27.50/£19.00

OcTObeR 240 p., 4 halftones,  
1 line drawing, 1 table 6 x 9

How U.S. Biodefense Is Exporting 
Fear, Globalizing Risk, and Making 
Us All Less Secure

Breeding Bio  
Insecurity

lynn c. kloTz and EdWArd J. sylVEsTEr

In the years since the 9/11 attacks—and the subsequent lethal 

anthrax letters—the United States has spent billions of dollars on 

measures to defend the population against the threat of biologi-

cal weapons. But as Lynn C. Klotz and Edward J. Sylvester argue force-

fully in Breeding Bio Insecurity, all that money and effort hasn’t made us 

any safer—in fact, it has made us more vulnerable.

 Breeding Bio Insecurity reveals the mistakes made to this point and 

lays out the necessary steps to set us on the path toward true biosecu-

rity. The fundamental problem with the current approach, according 

to the authors, is the danger caused by the sheer size and secrecy of 

our biodefense effort. Thousands of scientists spread throughout hun-

dreds of locations are now working with lethal bioweapons agents—but 

their inability to make their work public causes suspicion among our 

enemies and allies alike, even as the enormous number of laborato-

ries greatly multiplies the inherent risk of deadly accidents or theft. 

Meanwhile, vital public health needs go unmet because of this new 

biodefense focus. True biosecurity, the authors argue, will require a 

multipronged effort based on an understanding of the complexity of 

the issue, guided by scientific ethics, and watched over by a vigilant 

citizenry attentive to the difference between fearmongering and true 

analysis of risk. 

 An impassioned warning that never loses sight of political and sci-

entific reality, Breeding Bio Insecurity is a crucial first step toward meeting 

the evolving threats of the twenty-first century.
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“This is the first detailed study of a 

pathbreaking late nineteenth-century 

controversy about whether to turn a lake 

in England’s most scenic district into a 

reservoir to provide water for the fast-

growing industrial city of Manchester. 

The debate over Thirlmere pitted nature 

against progress, a conflict that has be-

come common in the century since. Ritvo 

tells the story with skill and insight, and 

The Dawn of Green will be widely read.”
—Adam Rome,  

author of The Bulldozer  
in the Countryside: Suburban Sprawl and 

the Rise of American Environmentalism

NATURE   EUROPEAN HISTORY

ISBN-13: 978-0-226-72082-1 
Cloth $26.00/£18.00

OcTObER 240 p., 60 halftones 6 x 9

Harriet Ritvo is the Arthur J. Conner Professor of History at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology and author of The Platypus and the Mermaid, and Other 
Figments of Classifying Imagination and The Animal Estate: The English and Other 
Creatures in the Victorian Age.

Manchester, Thirlmere, and  
Modern Environmentalism

The Dawn of 
Green

HARRiET RiTvo

Located in the heart of England’s Lake District, Thirlmere, 

with its placid sheen, surrounding evergreens, and appar-

ent lack of pollution or development, seems to epitomize 

the unadulterated bucolic ideal. But under its calm surface lurks the 

enduring legacy of a nineteenth-century conflict that pitted industrial 

progress against natural conservation—and helped launch the envi-

ronmental movement as we know it.

 Purchased by the city of Manchester in the 1870s, Thirlmere was 

dammed and converted into a reservoir, its water piped one hundred 

miles south to the burgeoning industrial center and its workforce. This 

feat of civil engineering—and of natural resource diversion—inspired 

one of the first environmental struggles of modern times. The Dawn of 

Green recreates the battle for Thirlmere and the clashes between con-

servationists who wished to preserve the lake and developers eager to 

meet the needs of industry and a growing urban population. Bringing 

to vivid life the colorful and strong-minded characters who populated 

both sides of the debate, noted historian Harriet Ritvo revisits notions 

of the natural promulgated by Romantic poets, recreationists, resource 

managers, and industrial developers to establish Thirlmere as the tem-

plate for subsequent—and continuing—environmental struggles. 

 A century after Thirlmere, the demand for water and the control 

of water rights are among the most pressing political, humanitarian, 

and environmental concerns of our time. By investigating Victorian 

ideas about industry, development, and technology, Ritvo shows how 

the lessons learned in the Lake District can inform and guide modern 

environmental and conservation campaigns. 
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“Cracking the Einstein Code is at once an 

explanation of what black holes are, a 

description of their place in the universe, 

and a scientific biography of Kerr. The 

uniqueness of Melia’s book lies with 

Kerr’s biography, a story that deserved to 

be told but wasn’t until now. Elegant with 

expert pacing.”
—Eric Poisson,  

University of Guelph

SCIENCE

ISBN-13: 978-0-226-51951-7 
Cloth $25.00/£17.50

OCtObEr 152 p., 54 halftones 6 x 9

Fulvio Melia is professor of physics and astronomy at the University of Arizona 
and the author of numerous books, including, most recently, The Galactic 
Supermassive Black Hole. 

With an Afterword by Roy Kerr

Relativity and the Birth of  
Black Hole Physics

Cracking the  
Einstein Code

FUlvio MElia

Albert Einstein’s theory of general relativity describes the 

effect of gravitation on the shape of space and the flow of 

time. But for more than four decades after its publication, 

the theory remained largely a curiosity for scientists; however accurate 

it seemed, Einstein’s mathematical code—represented by six interlock-

ing equations—was one of the most difficult to crack in all of science. 

That is, until a twenty-nine-year-old Cambridge graduate solved the 

great riddle in 1963. Roy Kerr’s solution emerged coincidentally with 

the discovery of black holes that same year and provided fertile testing 

ground—at long last—for general relativity. Today, scientists routinely 

cite the Kerr solution, but even among specialists, few know the story 

of how Kerr cracked Einstein’s code.

 Fulvio Melia here offers an eyewitness account of the events lead-

ing up to Kerr’s great discovery. Cracking the Einstein Code vividly de-

scribes how luminaries such as Karl Schwarzschild, David Hilbert, and 

Emmy Noether set the stage for the Kerr solution; how Kerr came to 

make his breakthrough; and how scientists such as Roger Penrose, Kip 

Thorne, and Stephen Hawking used the accomplishment to refine and 

expand modern astronomy and physics. Today more than 300 million 

supermassive black holes are suspected of anchoring their host galax-

ies across the cosmos, and the Kerr solution is what astronomers and 

astrophysicists use to describe much of their behavior. 

 By unmasking the history behind the search for a real world solu-

tion to Einstein’s field equations, Melia offers a firsthand account of an 

important but untold story. Sometimes dramatic, often exhilarating, 

but always attuned to the human element, Cracking the Einstein Code is 

ultimately a showcase of how important science gets done. 
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Praise for A Greek-English Lexicon of the 
New Testament and Other Early Christian 
Literature

“A standard reference for biblical scholars.”
—Publishers Weekly 

“This is a rare instance in which it may 

well be impossible to praise too highly 

either danker or the volume that he has 

produced.”
—Michael W. holmes,  

Religious Studies Review

RefeReNce

ISBN-13: 978-0-226-13615-8  
Cloth $55.00x/£38.00

NOvembeR 416 p., 1 line drawing 6 x 9

Frederick William danker is the Christ Seminary–Seminex Professor Emeritus 
of New Testament at the Lutheran School of Theology in Chicago. He is the 
editor of A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian 
Literature, among other books. 

The Concise 
Greek-English  
Lexicon of the  
New Testament

FrEdErick WilliAM dAnkEr

Frederick William Danker, a world-renowned scholar of New 

Testament Greek, is widely acclaimed for his 2000 revision of 

Walter Bauer’s Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and 

Other Early Christian Literature. With more than a quarter of a million 

copies in print, it is considered the finest dictionary of its kind. 

 Danker’s Concise Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament will prove 

to be similarly invaluable to ministers, seminarians, translators, and 

students of biblical Greek. Unlike other lexica of the Greek New Testa-

ment, which give only brief glosses for headwords, The Concise Greek-

English Lexicon offers extended definitions or explanations in idiomatic 

English for all Greek terms. 

 An overarching aim of The Concise Greek-English Lexicon is to assist 

the reader in recognizing the broader linguistic and cultural contexts 

for New Testament usage of words. Each entry includes basic etymolog-

ical information, short renderings, information on usage, and plentiful 

biblical references. And Greek terms that could have different English 

definitions, depending on context, are thoughtfully keyed to the ap-

propriate passages. 

 The Concise Greek-English Lexicon retains all the acclaimed features 

of A Greek-English Lexicon in a succinct and affordable handbook, per-

fect for specialists and nonspecialists alike. 
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laura dassow Walls is the John H. Bennett Jr. Chair of Southern Letters at the 
University of South Carolina and the author of several books, including, most 
recently, Emerson’s Life in Science: The Culture of Truth. 

“The Passage to Cosmos provides the best 

explanation i have ever seen of Alexan-

der von humboldt’s ideas, career, major 

works, influence on American society 

and thought, and declining reputation. 

Walls exposes the thought and influ-

ence of a complex man who straddled the 

developing split between science and 

the humanities and high culture in the 

nineteenth century.”
—Thomas dunlap,  

Texas A&M university

ameRIcaN HISTORY  NaTuRe

ISBN-13: 978-0-226-87182-0 
Cloth $35.00/£24.00

auGuST 416 p., 22 halftones 6 x 9

Alexander von Humboldt and the 
Shaping of America

The Passage to 
Cosmos

lAurA dAssoW WAlls

Explorer, scientist, writer, and humanist, Alexander von Hum-

boldt was the most famous intellectual of the age that began 

with Napoleon and ended with Darwin. With Cosmos, the book 

that crowned his career, Humboldt offered to the world his vision of 

humans and nature as integrated halves of a single whole. In it, he 

espoused the idea that, while the universe of nature exists apart from 

human purpose, its beauty and order, the very idea of the whole it com-

poses, are human achievements: cosmos comes into being in the dance 

of world and mind, subject and object, science and poetry.

 Laura Dassow Walls here traces Humboldt’s ideas for Cosmos to his 

1799 journey to the Americas, where he first experienced the diversity 

of nature and of the world’s peoples—and envisioned a new cosmopol-

itanism that would link ideas, disciplines, and nations into a global web 

of knowledge and cultures. In reclaiming Humboldt’s transcultural 

and transdisciplinary project, Walls situates America in a lively and 

contested field of ideas, actions, and interests, and reaches beyond to a 

new worldview that integrates the natural and social sciences, the arts, 

and the humanities. 

 To the end of his life, Humboldt called himself “half an Ameri-

can,” but ironically his legacy has largely faded in the United States. 

The Passage to Cosmos will reintroduce this seminal thinker to a new 

audience and return America to its rightful place in the story of his 

life, work, and enduring legacy. 
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“This trenchant and rigorous book provides 

a much-needed antidote to the sanctimony 

and sermonizing that permeates interna-

tional law. it lays bare international law’s 

circularity and demonstrates that much of 

the edifice is built on illusion. The ‘estab-

lishment’ will be forced into contortions 

to answer its arguments. it’s a bracing, 

refreshingly and altogether scintillating 

read.”
—Michael J. glennon,  

author of Limits of Law, Prerogatives of 
Power: Interventionism after Kosovo 

cuRReNT eveNTS  Law

ISBN-13: 978-0-226-67574-9 
Cloth $29.00/£20.00
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Eric A. Posner is the Kirkland and Ellis Professor of Law at the University of 
Chicago Law School. He is the author or coauthor of several books, including 
Terror in the Balance: Security, Liberty, and the Courts and The Limits of Interna-
tional Law.

The Perils of  
Global Legalism

Eric A. PosnEr

The arrival of the Obama administration has led to expecta-

tions, both here and abroad, that in the coming years the 

United States will increasingly adhere to international law—a 

position that many believe is both ethically necessary and in the na-

tion’s best interest. The rule of international law, they argue, is surely 

better than the chaos of nations acting toward their own ends.

 With The Perils of Global Legalism, Eric A. Posner explains that such 

views demonstrate a dangerously naive tendency toward legalism—

an idealistic belief that law can be effective even in the absence of 

legitimate institutions of governance. After tracing the historical roots 

of the concept, Posner carefully lays out the many illusions—such as 

universalism, sovereign equality, and the possibility of disinterested 

judgment by politically unaccountable officials—on which the legalis-

tic view is founded. Drawing on such examples as NATO’s invasion of 

Serbia, attempts to ban the use of land mines, and the free-trade provi-

sions of the WTO, Posner demonstrates throughout that the weakness-

es of international law confound legalist ambitions—and that whatever 

their professed commitments, all nations stand ready to dispense with 

international agreements when it suits their short- or long-term interests.

 Provocative and sure to be controversial, The Perils of Global Legal-

ism will serve as a wake-up call for those who view global legalism as a 

panacea—and a stern reminder that international relations in a brutal 

world can only be addressed with a hard-headed realism.
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James C. Garland began his teaching career at the Ohio State University in 
1970. During his twenty-six-year tenure there, he served as a physics professor 
and department chairperson, acting vice president for research and gradu-
ate studies, director of the school’s Materials Research Laboratory, dean of 
its College of Mathematical and Physical Sciences, and finally as the school’s 
executive dean of Arts and Sciences. In 1996 Garland began a ten-year term 
as president of Miami University of Ohio. He retired in 2006.

“In this thought-provoking book, Garland 

combines vast knowledge, insights, 

and recommendations gleaned from his 

career in Ohio with his keen understand-

ing of the modern complexities created 

by a global economy. He argues that 

institutions hoping to evolve into thriving 

places of higher learning must be enabled 

and willing to embrace the freedom to 

set tuition, resize classes, restructure 

majors, and add scholarships that better 

meet the needs of students and the com-

munity. Garland correctly contends that 

such drastic changes are overdue, and 

that the process of adapting and moving 

forward begins with universities remak-

ing themselves today.”
—Judy Genshaft,  

president, University of South Florida

EDUCATION
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A Rescue Plan for America’s Public 
Universities

Saving Alma Mater
JameS C. Garland

America’s public universities educate 80 percent of our nation’s 

college students. But in the wake of rising demands on state 

treasuries, changing demographics, growing income inequal-

ity, and legislative indifference, many of these institutions have fallen 

into decline. Tuition costs have skyrocketed, class sizes have gone up, 

the number of courses offered has gone down, and the overall quality 

of education has decreased significantly. 

 Here James C. Garland draws on more than thirty years of experi-

ence as a professor, administrator, and university president to argue 

that a new compact between state government and public universities is 

needed to make these schools more affordable and financially secure. 

Saving Alma Mater challenges a change-resistant culture in academia 

that places too low a premium on efficiency and productivity. Seeing 

a crisis of campus leadership, Garland takes state legislators to task 

for perpetuating the decay of their public university systems and calls 

for reforms in the way university presidents and governing boards are 

selected. He concludes that the era is long past when state appropria-

tions can enable public universities to keep their fees low and afford-

able. Saving Alma Mater thus calls for the partial deregulation of public 

universities and a phase-out of their state appropriations. Garland’s 

plan would tie university revenues to their performance and exploit 

the competitive pressures of the academic marketplace to control costs, 

rein in tuition, and make schools more responsive to student needs.

 A much-needed blueprint for reform based on Garland’s real-life 

successes as the head of Miami University of Ohio, Saving Alma Mater 

will be essential for anyone concerned with the costs and quality of 

higher education in America today.
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“Wannabe U is an exceptional portrait of 

a state university that desperately wants 

to play in the big leagues. Tuchman il-

luminates how universities have not just 

borrowed tools from the business world 

but redefined them in ways that have had 

a far-reaching and pernicious influence 

on higher education. she deftly captures 

the careerist ambitions of administrators 

and the discomfort that these transforma-

tions can cause between older faculty 

and newer arrivals. in the midst of these 

changes and conflicts, Tuchman also 

notes how much the day-to-day experi-

ence of faculty and students is affected. 

no other book is as revealing about the 

revolution underway in American higher 

education as this one.”
—Walter W. Powell,  

coeditor of The Nonprofit Sector:  
A Research Handbook

eDucaTION
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Cloth $25.00/£17.50
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gaye Tuchman is professor of sociology at the University of Connecticut. She 
is the author of Making News: A Study in the Construction of Reality and Edging 
Women Out: Victorian Novelists, Publishers, and Social Change, the editor of The 
TV Establishment: Programming for Power and Profit, and coeditor of Hearth and 
Home: Images of Women in the Mass Media.

Inside the Corporate University
Wannabe U
gAyE TuchMAn

In most debates over its future, the university is represented by 

both its critics and its champions as a secular temple for learn-

ing, a sacred space freed from the more mundane concerns that 

trouble other institutions. But lately this lofty image looks increasingly 

tarnished, especially with regard to public universities. There, a new 

class of administrative professionals has been busy working to make 

colleges as much like businesses as possible. In this eye-opening ex-

posé of the modern university, Gaye Tuchman paints a candid portrait 

of these wannabe corporate managers and the new regime of revenue 

streams, mission statements, and five-year plans they’ve ushered in.

 Based on years of observation at a state school, Wannabe U tracks 

the dispiriting consequences of trading in traditional educational 

values for loyalty to the market. Aping their boardroom idols, the new 

corporate administrators wander from job to job and reductively view 

the students as future workers in need of training. Obsessed with mea-

surable successes, they stress auditing and accountability, which leads, 

Tuchman reveals, to policies of surveillance and control dubiously 

cloaked in the guise of scientific administration. Following the big 

money to be made from the discoveries of Wannabe U’s researchers, 

Tuchman probes the cozy relationships that the administration forms 

with industry and the government.

 Like the best campus novelists, Tuchman entertains with her acidly 

witty observations of backstage power dynamics and faculty politics, 

but ultimately Wannabe U is a hard-hitting account of how higher edu-

cation’s misguided pursuit of success fails us all. 
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“A good part of the reason I feel so pas-

sionately positive about The Moon, Come 

to Earth is how well Graham is able to 

convey his compassionate, generous, 

and comic spirit to the reader. Unfailingly 

endearing, whether he’s trying to figure 

the number of cobblestones in Lisbon or 

trying to find an ATM to buy tickets for 

a futebol match, Graham becomes the 

reader’s traveling surrogate in the best 

sense. But this book is as much about 

parenthood as it is about Portugal, with 

Graham’s daughter Hannah as the most 

constant figure in the narrative. The por-

trait of this father-daughter relationship 

is about as lovely as I’ve seen.”
—Robin Hemley,  

author of Do-Over!
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ISBN-13: 978-0-226-30514-1 
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Philip Graham is the author of two short story collections, The Art of the Knock 
and Interior Design, and a novel, How to Read an Unwritten Language, and is 
coauthor of a memoir of Africa, Parallel Worlds. He teaches at the University of 
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and the Vermont College of Fine Arts.

Dispatches from Lisbon

The Moon, Come 
to Earth

PHILIP GRAHAM

A dispatch from a foreign land, when crafted by an attentive 

and skilled writer, can be magical, transmitting pleasure, 

drama, and seductive strangeness.

 In The Moon, Come to Earth, Philip Graham offers an expanded  

edition of a popular series of dispatches originally published on  

McSweeney’s, an exuberant yet introspective account of a year’s sojourn 

in Lisbon with his wife and daughter. Casting his attentive gaze on 

scenes as broad as a citywide arts festival and as small as a single paving 

stone in a cobbled walk, Graham renders Lisbon from a perspective 

that varies between wide-eyed and knowing; though he’s unquestion-

ably not a tourist, at the same time he knows he will never be a lo-

cal. So his lyrical accounts reveal his struggles with (and love of) the 

Portuguese language, an awkward meeting with Nobel laureate José 

Saramago, being trapped in a budding soccer riot, and his daughter’s 

challenging transition to adolescence while attending a Portuguese 

school—but he also waxes loving about Portugal’s saudade -drenched 

music, its inventive cuisine, and its vibrant literary culture. And 

through his humorous, self-deprecating, and wistful explorations, we 

come to know Graham himself, and his wife and daughter, so when 

an unexpected crisis hits his family, we can’t help but ache alongside 

them.

 A thoughtful, finely wrought celebration of the moment-to-moment 

excitement of diving deep into another culture and confronting one’s 

secret selves, The Moon, Come to Earth is literary travel writing of a rare 

intimacy and immediacy.
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“This book consists of a seamless blend 

of anecdotes and analysis, filled with 

delight and insight. Robert Faulkner and 

Howard Becker, writing from their twin 

perspectives of professional jazz players 

and renowned scholars, offer an unprec-

edented understanding of the interper-

sonal dynamics of jazz performance.”
—Barry Kernfeld,  

editor of The New Grove  
Dictionary of Jazz

MUSIC

ISBN-13: 978-0-226-23921-7 
Cloth $26.00/£18.00

SepteMber 216 p., 2 halftones,  
6 line drawings 6 x 9

Robert R. Faulkner is professor of sociology at the University of Massachusetts 
Amherst and the author of Music on Demand: Composers and Careers in the Hol-
lywood Film Industry. Howard S. Becker is the author of several books, including 
Telling About Society, Tricks of the Trade, and Art Worlds. Together with Barbara 
Kirshenblatt-Gimblett they are coeditors of Art from Start to Finish: Jazz, Paint-
ing, Writing, and Other Improvisations.

The Jazz Repertoire in Action

“Do You Know . . . ?”
RoBeRT R. FaulKneR and HowaRd S. BecKeR

Every night, somewhere in the world, three or four musicians 

will climb on stage together. Whether the gig is at a jazz club, 

a bar, or a bar mitzvah, the performance never begins with a 

note, but with a question. The trumpet player might turn to the bassist 

and ask, “Do you know ‘Body and Soul’?”—and from there the subtle 

craft of playing the jazz repertoire is tested in front of a live audience. 

These ordinary musicians may have never played together—they may 

have never even met—so how do they smoothly put on a show without 

getting booed off the stage?

 In “Do You Know . . . ?” Robert R. Faulkner and Howard S. Becker 

—both jazz musicians with decades of experience performing—pres-

ent the view from the bandstand, revealing the array of skills necessary 

for working musicians to do their jobs. While learning songs from 

sheet music or by ear helps, the jobbing musician’s lexicon is daunt-

ingly massive: hundreds of thousands of tunes from jazz classics and 

pop standards to more exotic fare. Since it is impossible for anyone to 

memorize all of these songs, Faulkner and Becker show that musicians 

collectively negotiate and improvise their way to a successful perfor-

mance. Players must explore each others’ areas of expertise, develop 

an ability to fake their way through unfamiliar territory, and respond 

to the unpredictable demands of their audience—whether an unex-

pected gang of polka fanatics or a tipsy father of the bride with an 

obscure favorite song.

 “Do You Know . . . ?” dishes out entertaining stories and sharp 

insights drawn from the authors’ own experiences and observations 

as well as interviews with a range of musicians. Faulkner and Becker’s 

vivid, detailed portrait of the musician at work holds valuable lessons 

for anyone who has to think on the spot or under a spotlight.
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Jennifer fronc

Wendy A. Woloson

Historical Studies of Urban America

AMERICAN HISTORY

To combat behavior they viewed as 
sexually promiscuous, politically un-
desirable, or downright criminal, so-
cial activists in Progressive-era New 
York employed private investigators 
to uncover the roots of society’s prob-
lems. New York Undercover follows these 
investigators—often journalists or so-
cial workers with no training in surveil-
lance—on their information-gathering 
visits to gambling parlors, brothels, and 
meetings of criminal gangs and radical 
political organizations. 
 Drawing on the hundreds of de-
tailed reports that resulted from these 
missions, Jennifer Fronc reconstructs 
the process by which organizations like 

the National Civic Federation and the 
Committee of Fourteen generated the 
knowledge they needed to change ur-
ban conditions. This information, Fronc 
demonstrates, eventually empowered 
government regulators in the Progres-
sive era and beyond, strengthening a 
federal state that grew increasingly re-
pressive in the interest of pursuing a 
national security agenda. Revealing the 
central role of undercover investigation 
in both social change and the consti-
tution of political authority, New York 
Undercover narrates previously untold 
chapters in the history of vice and the 
emergence of the modern surveillance 
state.

“This impressively researched book 

makes an important contribution to 

a wide range of central themes in 

modern American history, including 

the growth of state power and the 

policing of class, race, and gender 

relations. in this age of terrorism, 

‘homeland security’ initiatives, the 

expanded use of wiretapping and 

other forms of surveillance, and 

a new debate about the relation-

ship between civil liberties and 

governmental authority, New York 

Undercover is also timely.”
—Jeffrey Adler,  

University of florida

Jennifer fronc is assistant professor of history at the University of Massachusetts Amherst. 

Wendy A. Woloson is an independent scholar and consulting historian living in Philadel-
phia. She is the author of Refined Tastes: Sugar, Consumers, and Confectionery in Nineteenth-

Century American Culture.

Puncturing the myth of the seamy 
storefront stocked with stolen watches 
and overseen by a shifty proprietor, In 
Hock reveals that pawnshops have long 
played an integral role in Americans’ 
economic lives. 
 The definitive history of pawn-
broking in the United States from the 
nation’s founding through the Great 
Depression, this volume demonstrates 
that the practice was inextricably inter-
twined with the rise of capitalism. The 
class of working poor begotten by this 
economic tide could make ends meet, 
Wendy A. Woloson argues, only by reg-
ularly visiting pawnshops to supplement 
their inadequate wages. Nonetheless, 

businessmen, reformers, and cultural 
critics berated the shops for promoting 
vice and used anti-Semitic stereotypes 
to cast their proprietors as greedy and 
cold-hearted. Parsing and subverting 
these caricatures, Woloson shows that 
pawnbrokers were in fact shrewd busi-
nessmen, often from humble origins, 
who honed sophisticated knowledge of 
a wide range of goods and their values 
in different markets. 
 In the process, she paints a reso-
nant portrait of the generations of 
Americans whose struggle for economic 
survival often depended on an institu-
tion that has remained, until now, woe-
fully misunderstood.

Pawning in America from Independence through  
the Great Depression

In Hock

Private Surveillance in the Progressive Era
New York Undercover
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“What a wonderful, wonderful book this is. 

i absolutely loved Bodies in the Bog and 

everything about it, from the thought-

ful approach and beautiful writing to the 

well-contextualized discussions of bog 

bodies in psychology, poetry, art, mu-

seum display, and facial reconstruction. 

A truly interdisciplinary study clearly 

based on years of passionate research, it 

offers a rich and nuanced explanation of 

what makes these bodies so fascinating, 

appealing, and troubling.”
—stephanie Moser,  

university of southampton

HISTORY  ScIeNce

ISBN-13: 978-0-226-73404-0  
Cloth $35.00s/£24.00

OcTObeR 320 p., 63 halftones 6 x 9

karin sanders is professor of Scandinavian at the University of California, 
Berkeley.

K nown for his curly red hair, day-old stubble, and uncannily 

preserved two-thousand-year-old physique, Grauballe Man—

a mummified body discovered in 1950s Denmark—was an 

instant archaeological sensation. But he was not the first of his kind: 

recent history has resurrected from northern Europe’s bogs several 

men, women, and children who were deposited there as sacrifices in 

the early Iron Age and kept startlingly intact by the chemical proper-

ties of peat. In this remarkable account of their modern afterlives, 

Karin Sanders argues that the discovery of bog bodies began an 

extraordinary—and ongoing—cultural journey.  

 Throughout the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, Sanders 

shows, these eerily preserved remains came alive in art and science 

as material metaphors for such concepts as trauma, nostalgia, and 

identity. Sigmund Freud, Joseph Beuys, Serge Vandercam, Seamus 

Heaney, and other major figures have used them to reconsider fun-

damental philosophical, literary, aesthetic, and scientific concerns. 

Exploring this intellectual spectrum, Sanders contends that the power 

of bog bodies to provoke such a wide range of responses is rooted in 

their unique status as both archaeological artifacts and human beings. 

They emerge as corporeal time capsules that transcend archaeology 

to challenge our assumptions about what we can know about the past. 

By restoring them to the roster of cultural phenomena that force us to 

confront our ethical and aesthetic boundaries, Bodies in the Bog exca-

vates anew the question of what it means to be human.

and the Archaeological Imagination

Bodies in the Bog
kArin sAndErs
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Adam J. berinsky is associate professor of political science at the Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology.

“With this important and intellectually 

stimulating book, Adam berinsky be-

comes one of the pioneers in bridging the 

gap between the study of international 

relations and the study of domestic poli-

tics. In Time of War boldly revises  

our understanding of public opinion on 

World War ii and the iraq war, as well as 

broader issues such as attitudes toward 

war, foreign affairs, and public policy in 

general.”
—Jeffrey cohen,  

Fordham university

POLITIcaL ScIeNce

ISBN-13: 978-0-226-04358-6 
Cloth $69.00x/£47.50
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Understanding American Public 
Opinion from World War II to Iraq

In Time of War
AdAM J. bErinsky

From World War II to the war in Iraq, periods of international 

conflict seem like unique moments in U.S. political history—

but when it comes to public opinion, they are not. To make 

this groundbreaking revelation, In Time of War explodes conventional 

wisdom about American reactions to World War II, as well as the more 

recent conflicts in Korea, Vietnam, the Persian Gulf, Afghanistan, and 

Iraq. Adam J. Berinsky argues that public response to these crises has 

been shaped less by their defining characteristics—such as what they 

cost in lives and resources—than by the same political interests and 

group affiliations that influence our ideas about domestic issues.

 With the help of World War II–era survey data that had gone virtu-

ally untouched for the past sixty years, Berinsky begins by disproving 

the myth of “the good war” that Americans all fell in line to support af-

ter the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor. The attack, he reveals, did not 

significantly alter public opinion but merely punctuated interventionist 

sentiment that had already risen in response to the ways that political 

leaders at home had framed the fighting abroad. Weaving his findings 

into the first general theory of the factors that shape American war-

time opinion, Berinsky also sheds new light on our reactions to other 

crises. He shows, for example, that our attitudes toward restricted civil 

liberties during Vietnam and after 9/11 stemmed from the same kinds 

of judgments we make during times of peace.

 With Iraq and Afghanistan now competing for attention with 

urgent issues within the United States, In Time of War offers a timely 

reminder of the full extent to which foreign and domestic politics pro-

foundly influence—and ultimately illuminate—each other.

Chicago Studies in American Politics
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JordAn sTAngEr-ross

nick yAblon

Despite their twin positions as two 
of North America’s most iconic Ital-
ian neighborhoods, South Philly and 
Toronto’s Little Italy have functioned 
in dramatically different ways since 
World War II. Inviting readers into the 
churches, homes, and businesses at the 
heart of these communities, Staying 
Italian reveals that daily experience in 
each enclave created two distinct, yet 
still Italian, ethnicities.
 As Philadelphia struggled with 
deindustrialization, Jordan Stanger-
Ross shows, Italian ethnicity in South 
Philly remained closely linked with 

preserving turf and marking boundar-
ies. Toronto’s thriving Little Italy, on 
the other hand, drew Italians together 
from across the wider region. These 
distinctive ethnic enclaves, Stanger-
Ross argues, were shaped by each city’s 
response to suburbanization, segrega-
tion, and economic restructuring. By 
situating malleable ethnic bonds in the 
context of political economy and racial 
dynamics, he offers a fresh perspective 
on the potential of local environments 
to shape individual identities and social 
experience.

Jordan stanger-ross is assistant professor of history at the University of Victoria,  
British Columbia. 

nick yablon is assistant professor of American studies at the University of Iowa.

American urban ruins have become 
increasingly prominent, whether in 
debates about home foreclosures, im-
ages of 9/11, or postapocalyptic movies. 
Nick Yablon argues that this association 
between American cities and ruins 
dates back to a much earlier period in 
the nation’s history. Recovering numer-
ous scenes of urban desolation—from 
accounts of failed banks, abandoned 
towns, and dilapidated tenements to 
popular fiction and cartoons that envi-
sioned disintegrating skyscrapers and 
bridges—Yablon challenges the myth 
that ruins were absent or at least insig-
nificant objects in nineteenth-century 
America.

 Unlike classical and Gothic ruins, 
which decayed over centuries and in-
spired philosophical meditations about 
the past, American ruins often ap-
peared unpredictably and disappeared 
before they could accrue an aura of 
age. In doing so, they generated critical 
reflections about contemporary cities, 
and the new kinds of experience they 
enabled. Unearthing evocative depic-
tions of these untimely ruins every-
where from the archives of photography 
clubs to the pages of pulp magazines, 
Yablon reconstructs crucial debates 
about America’s economic, technologi-
cal, and cultural transformation in an 
age of urban modernity.

An Archaeology of American Urban Modernity, 1819–1919
Untimely Ruins

Urban Change and Ethnic Life in Postwar Toronto  
and Philadelphia

Staying Italian

ameRIcaN HISTORY

Historical Studies of Urban 
America

ameRIcaN HISTORY

“Untimely Ruins is a magisterial 

work of scholarship, brimming with 

intelligence, insight, and inter-

est on every page. nick yablon’s 

scholarship is prodigious. his 

extended meditation on the mean-

ings of American ruins explains 

why they are distinctive, what they 

reveal, and how they matter. This 

is a book of exceptional historical 

expanse and interpretive ambition 

that is at the same time remarkably 

lucid from sentence to sentence, 

paragraph to paragraph, and page 

to page.”
—carl smith,  

author of The Plan of Chicago:  
Daniel Burnham and the Remaking 

of the American City

“This lucid and original study of the 

postwar italian enclaves in Toronto 

and Philadelphia confirms the im-

portance of space and place in the 

making and maintenance of such 

communities. The way in which 

Jordan stanger-ross pairs these 

two cases is particularly well- 

conceived, allowing him to illumi-

nate the recent urban historical 

experience of ethnicity in both 

canada and the united states.”
—richard harris,  

McMaster university
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James Gilbert

Joel F. HarrinGton

AMERICAN HISTORY

EUROPEAN HISTORY

The 1904 St. Louis World’s Fair was a 
major event in early twentieth-century 
America. Attracting millions of tour-
ists, it exemplified the Victorian pre-
dilection for public spectacle. The Fair 
has long served as a touchstone for his-
torians interested in American culture 
prior to World War I and has endured in 
the memories of generations of St. Lou-
is residents and visitors. In Whose Fair? 
James Gilbert asks: what can we learn 
about the lived experience of fairgoers 
when we compare historical accounts, 
individual and collective memories, 
and artifacts from the event?
 Exploring these differing, at times 

competing, versions of history and 
memory prompts Gilbert to dig through 
a rich trove of archival material. He ex-
amines the papers of David Francis, the 
Fair’s president and subsequent chief 
archivist; guidebooks and other official 
publications; the 1944 film Meet Me in St. 
Louis; diaries, oral histories, and other 
personal accounts; and a collection of 
striking photographs. From this daz-
zling array of sources, Gilbert paints 
a lively picture of how fairgoers spent 
their time, while also probing the ways 
history and memory can complement 
each other.

James Gilbert is professor of history at the University of Maryland. He is the author of ten 
books, including Perfect Cities: Chicago’s Utopias of 1893 and Men in the Middle: Searching for 

Masculinity in the 1950s, also published by the University of Chicago Press.

Joel F. Harrington is assistant provost for international affairs and associate professor of  
history at Vanderbilt University. His books include Reordering Marriage and Society in  

Reformation Germany.

The baby abandoned on the doorstep 
is a phenomenon that has virtually dis-
appeared from our experience, but in 
the early modern world, unwanted chil-
dren were a very real problem for par-
ents, government officials, and society. 
The Unwanted Child skillfully recreates 
sixteenth-century Nuremberg to ex-
plore what befell abandoned, neglect-
ed, abused, or delinquent children in 
this critical period.
 Joel F. Harrington tackles this 
question by focusing on the stories of 
five individuals. In vivid and poignant 
detail, he recounts the experiences of 
an unmarried mother-to-be, a roaming 

mercenary who drifts in and out of his 
children’s lives, a civic leader handling 
the government’s response to prob-
lems arising from unwanted children, a 
homeless teenager turned prolific thief, 
and orphaned twins who enter state 
care at the age of nine. Braiding to-
gether these compelling portraits, Har-
rington uncovers and analyzes the key 
elements that link them, including the 
impact of war and the vital importance 
of informal networks among women. 
From the harrowing to the inspiring, 
The Unwanted Child paints a gripping pic-
ture of life on the streets five centuries 
ago.

The Fate of Foundlings, Orphans, and Juvenile Criminals in 
Early Modern Germany

The Unwanted Child

Experience, Memory, and the History of the Great  
St. Louis Exposition

Whose Fair?
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Julian Jackson

Hilary J. Moss

In Paris in 1954, a young man named 
André Baudry founded Arcadie, an or-
ganization for “homophiles” that would 
become the largest of its kind that has 
ever existed in France, lasting nearly 
thirty years. In addition to acting as the 
only public voice for French gays prior 
to the explosion of radicalism of 1968, 
Arcadie—with its club and review—was 
a social and intellectual hub, attracting 
support from individuals as diverse as 
Jean Cocteau and Michel Foucault and 
offering support and solidarity to thou-
sands of isolated individuals. Yet de-
spite its huge importance, Arcadie has 
largely disappeared from the historical 
record.

 The main cause of this neglect, 
Julian Jackson explains in Living in Ar-
cadia, is that during the post-Stonewall 
era of queer activism, Baudry’s organi-
zation fell into disfavor, dismissed as 
conservative, conformist, and closeted. 
Through extensive archival research 
and numerous interviews with the re-
clusive Baudry, Jackson challenges this 
reductive view, uncovering Arcadie’s 
pioneering efforts to educate the Eu-
ropean public about homosexuality in 
an era of renewed repression. In the 
course of relating this absorbing story, 
Jackson offers a startlingly original ac-
count of the history of homosexuality 
in modern France.

Julian Jackson is professor of modern French history at Queen Mary, University of London. 
He is the author of many books, including France: The Dark Years, 1940–1944 ; The Fall of 

France: The Nazi Invasion, 1940 ; and De Gaulle.

Hilary J. Moss is assistant professor of history and black studies at Amherst College.

While white residents of antebellum 
Boston and New Haven forcefully op-
posed the education of black residents, 
their counterparts in slaveholding Bal-
timore did little to resist the establish-
ment of African American schools. Such 
discrepancies, Hilary J. Moss argues, 
suggest that white opposition to black 
education was not a foregone conclu-
sion. Through the comparative lenses 
of these three cities, she shows why op-
position erupted where it did across the 
United States during the same period 
that gave rise to public education. 
 As common schooling emerged in 
the 1830s, providing white children of 
all classes and ethnicities with the op-

portunity to become full-fledged citi-
zens, it redefined citizenship as synony-
mous with whiteness. This link between 
school and American identity, Moss 
argues, increased white hostility to 
black education at the same time that it 
spurred African Americans to demand 
public schooling as a means of securing 
status as full and equal members of so-
ciety. Shedding new light on the efforts 
of black Americans to learn indepen-
dently in the face of white attempts to 
withhold opportunity, Schooling Citizens 
narrates a previously untold chapter in 
the thorny history of America’s educa-
tional inequality.

The Struggle for African American Education in  
Antebellum America

Schooling Citizens

Homosexuality, Politics, and Morality in France from  
the Liberation to AIDS

Living in Arcadia

AMERICAN HISTORY   
AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES

“i cannot think of any other book 

that is like Schooling Citizens, 

which makes an important contri-

bution both to the historiography 

of african americans and to the 

history of education in america. 

Well written and well argued, this 

book is an original contribution to 

scholarship.”
—shane White,  

author of Stories of Freedom  
in Black New York

“a work of exceptional erudition, 

originality, and insight. it not only 

restores the most important French 

homophile movement to history 

in all its complexity; it also uses 

that history to make a power-

ful revisionist argument for the 

intelligence, savvy, courage, and, 

indeed, dignity of the people who 

founded and guided it. as one of 

the most important studies of the 

pre-stonewall homophile move-

ment we have, Living in Arcadia 

represents a major new contribu-

tion to both gay history and French 

history.”
—George chauncey,  

author of Gay New York
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Dan EDElstEin

Edited and Translated by John Dent-Young
Garcilaso de la VEGa

EUROPEAN HISTORY   
LITERARY CRITICISM

POETRY

“John Dent-Young has done some-

thing that i did not think possible: 

he has successfully rendered 

Garcilaso’s verse in English in ways 

that capture its rhythm and grace, 

while at the same time conveying 

its sense with all the directness 

and elusiveness of the original. 

this edition stands to become the 

point of entry into the work of this 

classic spanish poet for readers of 

English.”
—ricardo Padrón,  

University of Virginia 

Natural right—the idea that there is a 
collection of laws and rights based not 
on custom or belief but that are “natu-
ral” in origin—is typically associated 
with liberal politics and freedom. But 
during the French Revolution, this 
tradition was interpreted to justify the 
most repressive actions of the violent 
period known as the Terror. 
 In The Terror of Natural Right, Dan 
Edelstein argues that the revolutionar-
ies used the natural right concept of 
the “enemy of the human race”—an in-
dividual who has transgressed the laws 
of nature and must be executed with-
out judicial formalities—to authorize 
three-quarters of the deaths during 
the Terror. But the significance of the 
natural right did not end with its legal 

application. Edelstein argues that the 
Jacobins shared a political philosophy 
that he calls “natural republicanism,” 
which assumed the natural state of soci-
ety was a republic and that natural right 
provided its only acceptable laws. Ulti-
mately, he argues that what we call the 
Terror was in fact only one facet of the 
republican theory that prevailed from 
Louis XVI’s trial until the fall of Robe-
spierre.
 A highly original work of historical 
analysis, political theory, literary criti-
cism, and intellectual history, The Ter-
ror of Natural Right challenges prevail-
ing assumptions of the Terror to offer 
a new perspective on the Revolutionary 
period.

“this is a brilliant, provocative, 

enormously compelling book. Edel-

stein has produced one of the most 

important studies of the French 

revolution in many years, and one 

that is sure to make a major mark 

on the study of European history.”
—David Bell,  

Johns Hopkins University

Dan Edelstein is assistant professor of French at Stanford University. 

John Dent-Young is a freelance editor and translator who has also translated from Chinese. 
He was a lecturer in English at the Chinese University of Hong Kong for nearly twenty 

years. He is the editor and translator of Selected Poems of Luis de Góngora, also published by 
the University of Chicago Press.

Garcilaso de la Vega (ca. 1501–36), 
a Castilian nobleman and soldier at 
the court of Charles V, lived a short 
but glamorous life. As the first poet to 
make the Italian Renaissance lyric style 
at home in Spanish, he is credited with 
beginning the golden age of Spanish 
poetry. Known for his sonnets and pas-
torals, gracefully depicting beauty and 
love while soberly accepting their pass-
ing, he is shown here also as a calm stu-
dent of love’s psychology and a critic of 
the savagery of war.
 This bilingual volume is the first 

in nearly two hundred years to fully 
represent Garcilaso for an Anglophone 
readership. In facing-page translations 
that capture the music and skill of Gar-
cilaso’s verse, John-Dent Young pres-
ents the sonnets, songs, elegies, and 
eclogues that came to influence gen-
erations of poets, including San Juan 
de la Cruz, Luis de León, Cervantes, 
and Góngora. The Selected Poems of Gar-
cilaso de la Vega will help to explain to 
the English-speaking public this poet’s 
preeminence in the pantheon of Span-
ish letters. 

A Bilingual Edition
Selected Poems of Garcilaso de la Vega

Republicanism, the Cult of Nature, and the French Revolution
The Terror of Natural Right

ISBN-13: 978-0-226-14188-6 
Cloth $35.00s/£24.00

OCTObER 216 p., 5 halftones  
51/2 x 81/2

ISBN-13: 978-0-226-18438-8 
Cloth $40.00s/£27.50

OCTObER 328 p., 6 halftones,  
2 line drawings 6 x 9

28

http://www.press.uchicago.edu/presssite/metadata.epl?mode=synopsis&bookkey=1261114
http://www.press.uchicago.edu/presssite/metadata.epl?mode=synopsis&bookkey=1396634


Karen Fiss

Karen Fiss is associate professor of visual and critical studies at the California College of 
the Arts, San Francisco.

Franco-German cultural exchange 
reached its height at the 1937 Paris 
World’s Fair, where the Third Re-
ich worked to promote an illusion of 
friendship between the two countries. 
Through the prism of this decisive 
event, Grand Illusion examines the over-
looked relationships among Nazi elites 
and French intellectuals. Their inter-
action, Karen Fiss argues, profoundly 
influenced cultural production and 
normalized aspects of fascist ideology 
in 1930s France, laying the groundwork 
for the country’s eventual collaboration 
with its German occupiers.
 Tracing related developments across 
fine arts, film, architecture, and mass 

pageantry, Fiss illuminates the role of Na-
tional Socialist propaganda in the French 
decision to ignore Hitler’s war prepara-
tions and pursue an untenable policy 
of appeasement. France’s receptiveness 
toward Nazi culture, Fiss contends, was 
rooted in its troubled identity and deep-
seated insecurities. With their govern-
ment in crisis, French intellectuals from 
both the left and the right demanded 
a new national culture that could rival 
those of the totalitarian states. By exam-
ining how this cultural exchange shifted 
toward political collaboration, Grand Illu-
sion casts new light on the power of art to 
influence history.

The Third Reich, the Paris Exposition, and the Cultural  
Seduction of France

Grand Illusion

EUROPEAN HISTORY  ARCHITECTURE

“in the World’s Fair of 1937 and its 

attendant cultural programs, Karen 

Fiss has found a wonderful vehicle 

for exploring bilateral relations 

between France and Germany at 

this critical historical junction. 

Her careful analysis of cultural 

products—starting with a masterful 

explication of Jean renoir’s classic 

film La grande illusion, extending 

through treatments of the German 

and French pavilions, and culminat-

ing with a study of three German 

films—enables Fiss to ground her 

original arguments in specific and 

important examples. This is a mar-

velous book.”
—Jonathan Petropoulos,  

Claremont McKenna College

ISBN-13: 978-0-226-25199-8 
Cloth $99.00x/£68.50
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Paper $37.50s/£26.00
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Florence c. Hsia

Mariola espinosa

HISTORY  SCIENCE

HISTORY  SCIENCE

“This elegant study not only  

reshapes our understanding of 

U.s.-cuban relations but also forces 

us to rethink the broader history 

of U.s. public health interventions 

all over the world. it is a model for 

doing transnational history.”
—paul sutter,  

University of colorado

Though Jesuits assumed a variety of 
roles as missionaries in late imperial 
China, their most memorable guise was 
that of scientific expert, whose maps, 
clocks, astrolabes, and armillaries re-
portedly astonished the Chinese. But 
the icon of the missionary-scientist is 
itself a complex myth. Magisterially 
correcting the standard story of China 
Jesuits as simple conduits for Western 
science, Florence C. Hsia shows how 
these missionary-scientists remade 
themselves as they negotiated the place 
of the profane sciences in a religious 
enterprise.
 Sojourners in a Strange Land devel-
ops a genealogy of Jesuit conceptions 

of scientific life within the Chinese mis-
sion field from the sixteenth through 
eighteenth centuries. Analyzing the 
printed record of their endeavors in 
natural philosophy and mathematics, 
Hsia identifies three models of the mis-
sionary man of science by their genres 
of writing: mission history, travelogue, 
and academic collection. Drawing on 
the history of early modern Europe’s 
scientific, religious, and print culture, 
she uses the elaboration and reception 
of these scientific personae to construct 
the first collective biography of the  
Jesuit missionary-scientist’s many incar-
nations in late imperial China.  

“Sojourners in a Strange Land will 

be an essential addition to the lit-

erature on the encounter between 

china and europe in the seven-

teenth century and the role played 

by scientific knowledge in that 

encounter. it is a subtle, erudite, 

and highly readable account of this 

complex episode in seventeenth-

century world history.”
—nicholas Dew,  

McGill University

Florence c. Hsia is assistant professor of history of science at the University of  
Wisconsin–Madison. 

Mariola espinosa is assistant professor of history and director of Latino and Latin  
American Studies at Southern Illinois University. 

In the early fall of 1897, yellow fever 
shuttered businesses, paralyzed trade, 
and caused tens of thousand of people 
living in the southern United States to 
abandon their homes and flee for their 
lives. Originating in Cuba, the deadly 
plague inspired disease-control mea-
sures that not only protected U.S. trade 
interests but also justified the political 
and economic domination of the island 
nation from which the pestilence came. 
By focusing on yellow fever, Epidemic 
Invasions uncovers for the first time 
how the devastating power of this virus 
profoundly shaped the relationship be-
tween the two countries.  
 Yellow fever in Cuba, Mariola Es-
pinosa demonstrates, motivated the 

United States to declare war against 
Spain in 1898, and, after the war was 
won and the disease eradicated, the 
United States demanded that Cuba 
pledge in its new constitution to main-
tain the sanitation standards estab-
lished during the occupation. By situ-
ating the history of the fight against 
yellow fever within its political, military, 
and economic context, Espinosa reveals 
that the U.S. program of sanitation 
and disease control in Cuba was not a 
charitable endeavor. Instead, she shows 
that it was an exercise in colonial public 
health that served to eliminate threats 
to the continued expansion of U.S. in-
fluence in the world.

Yellow Fever and the Limits of Cuban Independence,  
1878–1930

Epidemic Invasions

Jesuits and Their Scientific Missions in Late Imperial China

Sojourners in a Strange Land
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PETEr J. boWlEr

JiMEnA cAnAlEs

Recent scholarship has revealed that 
pioneering Victorian scientists endeav-
ored through voluminous writing to 
raise public interest in science and its 
implications. But it has generally been 
assumed that once science became 
a profession around the turn of the 
twentieth century, this new generation 
of scientists turned its collective back 
on public outreach. Science for All de-
bunks this apocryphal notion.
 Peter J. Bowler surveys the books, 
serial works, magazines, and newspa-
pers published between 1900 and the 
outbreak of World War II to show that 
practicing scientists were very active 
in writing about their work for a gen-
eral readership. Science for All argues 
that the social environment of early 
twentieth-century Britain created a 

substantial market for science books 
and magazines aimed at those who 
had benefited from better secondary 
education but could not access higher 
learning. Scientists found it easy and 
profitable to write for this audience, 
Bowler reveals, and because their work 
was seen as educational, they faced no 
hostility from their peers. But when 
admission to colleges and universities 
became more accessible in the 1960s, 
this market diminished and profes-
sional scientists began to lose interest 
in writing at the nonspecialist level. 
 Eagerly anticipated by scholars of 
scientific engagement throughout the 
ages, Science for All speaks to our own 
era and the continuing tension between 
science and public understanding. 

Peter J. bowler is professor of the history of science at Queen’s University Belfast, coau-
thor of Making Modern Science: A Historical Survey, and the author of Life’s Splendid Drama: 

Evolutionary Biology and the Reconstruction of Life’s Ancestry, 1860–1940 and Reconciling Science 
and Religion: The Debate in Early Twentieth-Century Britain, all published by the University of 

Chicago Press. 

Jimena canales is assistant professor of the history of science at Harvard University. 

In the late fifteenth century, clocks ac-
quired minute hands. A century later, 
second hands appeared. But it wasn’t 
until the 1850s that instruments could 
recognize a tenth of a second, and, once 
they did, the impact on modern science 
and society was profound. Revealing 
the history behind this infinitesimal in-
terval, A Tenth of a Second enhances our 
understanding of modernity and illu-
minates the work of important thinkers 
of the last two centuries.
 Tracing debates about the nature 
of time, causality, and free will, as well 
as the introduction of modern technol-
ogies, Jimena Canales locates the rever-
berations of this “perceptual moment” 
throughout culture. Once scientists 
associated the tenth of a second with 

the speed of thought, they developed 
reaction time experiments with lasting 
implications for experimental psychol-
ogy, physiology, and optics. Meanwhile, 
astronomers and physicists struggled to 
control the profound consequences of 
results that were a tenth of a second off. 
And references to the interval became 
part of a general inquiry into time, con-
sciousness, and sensory experience that 
involved rethinking the contributions 
of Descartes and Kant.
 Featuring appearances by Henri 
Bergson, Walter Benjamin, and Albert 
Einstein, among others, A Tenth of a 
Second is an important contribution to 
history and a novel perspective on mo-
dernity.

A History
A Tenth of a Second

The Popularization of Science in Early  
Twentieth-Century Britain

Science for All

ScIeNce

ScIeNce

“in the past, the history of the per-

sonal equation and of reaction time 

has been mainly an interesting 

topic for historians of astronomy 

and psychology. in her fascinating 

and innovative study, canales con-

vincingly argues that the tenth of a 

second plays a much more impor-

tant role in modern science. A novel 

contribution that will find readers 

beyond the history of science.”
—Michael hagner,  

swiss Federal institute of  
Technology, zürich

“This is a valuable contribution to 

the study of popular science in the 

twentieth century. Science for All 

will go a long way toward providing 

a much-needed first exploration of 

the period.”
—Peter broks,  

university of the  
West of England
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AmAndA Rees

sAndRA mitchell

SCIENCE

SCIENCE  PHILOSOPHY

No German rights.

“A manifesto in favor of a new 

epistemology of science premised 

on a careful assessment of the 

current state of biological research, 

Unsimple Truths is accessible, well 

written, and important. simply 

superb.”
—Jason scott Robert,  

Arizona state University

Infanticide in the natural world might 
be a relatively rare event, but, as Aman-
da Rees shows, it has enormously sig-
nificant consequences. Identified in the 
1960s as a phenomenon worthy of inves-
tigation, infanticide had, by the 1970s, 
become the focus of serious controver-
sy. The suggestion, by Sarah Hrdy, that 
it might be the outcome of an evolved 
strategy intended to maximize an indi-
vidual’s reproductive success sparked 
furious disputes between scientists, dis-
agreements that have continued down 
to the present day. 
 Meticulously tracing the history of 
the infanticide debates, and drawing 
on extensive interviews with field scien-
tists, Rees investigates key theoretical 
and methodological themes that have 

characterized field studies of apes and 
monkeys in the twentieth century. As a 
detailed study of the scientific method 
and its application to field research, 
The Infanticide Controversy sheds new 
light on our understanding of scientific 
practice, focusing in particular on the 
challenges of working in “natural” en-
vironments, the relationship between 
objectivity and interpretation in an 
observational science, and the impact 
of the public profile of primatology on 
the development of primatological re-
search. Most importantly, it also consid-
ers the wider significance that the study 
of field science has in a period when 
the ecological results of uncontrolled 
human interventions in natural systems 
are becoming ever more evident.

“The Infanticide Controversy is an 

authoritatively researched and  

attractively written work of 

historico-sociological analysis of 

important recent science. it draws 

on extensive interviews with partic-

ipants and exhibits a deep knowl-

edge of the technical issues as well 

as the multiple contexts condition-

ing debates about them.”
—Gregory Radick,  

author of The Simian Tongue

Amanda Rees is a lecturer in sociology at the University of York.

sandra mitchell is professor in the Department of History and Philosophy of Science at the 
University of Pittsburgh and the author of Biological Complexity and Integrative Pluralism. 

The world is complex, but acknowledg-
ing its complexity requires an apprecia-
tion for the many roles context plays in 
shaping natural phenomena. In Unsim-
ple Truths, Sandra Mitchell argues that 
the long-standing scientific and philo-
sophical deference to reductive expla-
nations founded on simple universal 
laws, linear causal models, and predict-
and-act strategies fails to accommodate 
the kinds of knowledge that many con-
temporary sciences are providing about 
the world. She advocates instead for a 
new understanding that represents the 
rich, variegated, interdependent fabric 
of many levels and kinds of explanation 
that are integrated with one another to 
ground effective prediction and action.

 Mitchell draws from diverse fields, 
including psychiatry, social insect biology, 
and studies of climate change, to de-
fend “integrative pluralism”—a theory 
of scientific practices that makes sense 
of how many natural and social sciences 
represent the multilevel, multicompo-
nent, dynamic structures they study. 
She explains how we must, in light of 
the now-acknowledged complexity and 
contingency of biological and social sys-
tems, revise how we conceptualize the 
world, how we investigate the world, 
and how we act in the world. Ultimately, 
Unsimple Truths argues that the very 
idea of what should count as legitimate 
science itself should change.

Science, Complexity, and Policy

Unsimple Truths

Primatology and the Art of Field Science
The Infanticide Controversy

ISBN-13: 978-0-226-53262-2 
Cloth $27.50s/£19.00

DECEmbEr 176 p., 7 halftones  
51/2 x 81/2

ISBN-13: 978-0-226-70711-2 
Cloth $40.00s/£27.50

NOvEmbEr 288 p. 6 x 9

32

http://www.press.uchicago.edu/presssite/metadata.epl?mode=synopsis&bookkey=1926123
http://www.press.uchicago.edu/presssite/metadata.epl?mode=synopsis&bookkey=1331783


Edited by ThEodorE h. FlEMing and PAul A. rAcEy

Edited by rEuVEn dukAs and John M. rATcliFFE

The second largest order of mammals, 
Chiroptera comprises more than one 
thousand species of bats. Because of 
their mobility, bats are often the only 
native mammals on isolated oceanic is-
lands, where more than half of all bat 
species live. These island bats represent 
an evolutionarily distinctive and eco-
logically significant part of the earth’s 
biological diversity. 
 Island Bats is the first book to focus 
solely on the evolution, ecology, and 
conservation of bats living in the world’s 
island ecosystems. Among other topics, 
the contributors to this volume exam-

ine how the earth’s history has affected 
the evolution of island bats, investigate 
how bat populations are affected by 
volcanic eruptions and hurricanes, and 
explore the threat of extinction from 
human disturbance. Geographically 
diverse, the volume includes studies of 
the islands of the Caribbean, the West-
ern Indian Ocean, Micronesia, Indone-
sia, the Philippines, and New Zealand.
 With its wealth of information from 
long-term studies, Island Bats provides 
timely and valuable information about 
how this fauna has evolved and how it 
can be conserved.  

Theodore h. Fleming is professor emeritus of biology at the University of Miami.  
Paul A. racey is the Regius Professor of Natural History in the School of Biological  

Sciences at the University of Aberdeen, Scotland. 

reuven dukas is associate professor of psychology, neuroscience, and behavior, and a 
member of the Animal Behaviour Group at McMaster University. John M. ratcliffe is a 

postdoctoral fellow at the Center for Sound Communication at the Institute of Biology of 
the University of Southern Denmark.

Merging evolutionary ecology and cog-
nitive science, cognitive ecology investi-
gates how animal interactions with nat-
ural habitats shape cognitive systems, 
and how constraints on nervous systems 
limit or bias animal behavior. Research 
in cognitive ecology has expanded rap-
idly in the past decade, and this second 
volume builds on the foundations laid 
out in the first, published in 1998.
 Cognitive Ecology II integrates nu-
merous scientific disciplines to analyze 
the ecology and evolution of animal 
cognition. The contributors cover the 
mechanisms, ecology, and evolution 
of learning and memory, including 
detailed analyses of bee neurobiology, 

bird song, and spatial learning. They 
also explore decision making, with 
mechanistic analyses of reproductive 
behavior in voles, escape hatching by 
frog embryos, and predation in the au-
ditory domain of bats and eared insects. 
Finally, they consider social cognition, 
focusing on alarm calls and the factors 
determining social learning strategies 
of corvids, fish, and mammals.
 With cognitive ecology ascending 
to its rightful place in behavioral and 
evolutionary research, this volume cap-
tures the promise that has been realized 
in the past decade and looks forward to 
new research prospects.

Cognitive Ecology II

Ecology, Evolution, and Conservation
Island Bats

ScIeNce

ScIeNce

“Island Bats will be of great interest 

to ecologists, biogeographers, 

conservation biologists in general, 

and bat biologists in particular—

especially those interested in the 

biology of island faunas. The new 

information presented in this book 

should stimulate the next genera-

tion of bat researchers to increase 

their efforts to protect and con-

serve these threatened faunas.”
—Thomas h. kunz,  

editor of Bat Ecology
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patrick, kevin n. laland, Marta 

b. Manser, stephen nowicki, 
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Carlos M. Herrera

edited by Jon D. WitMan and Kaustuv roy

SCIENCE

Interspecific Interactions

SCIENCE

“Witman and roy’s book could do for 

marine ecology what Macroecol-

ogy did for terrestrial ecology. this 

represents a nice mix of empirical 

patterns, reviews of established 

or emerging areas, and theoretical 

insights.”
—Jay stachowicz,  

university of California, Davis

Plants produce a considerable number 
of structures of one kind, like leaves, 
flowers, fruits, and seeds, and this re-
iteration is a quintessential feature of 
the body plan of higher plants. But 
since not all structures of the same 
kind produced by a plant are identi-
cal—for instance, different branches 
on a plant may be male or female, leaf 
sizes in the sun differ from those in 
the shade, and fruit sizes can vary de-
pending on patterns of physiological 
allocation among branches—a single 
plant genotype generally produces a 
multiplicity of phenotypic versions of 
the same organ.  
 Multiplicity in Unity uses this sub-
individual variation to deepen our 
understanding of the ecological and 

evolutionary factors involved in plant-
animal interactions. On one hand, 
phenotypic variation at the subindi-
vidual scale has diverse ecological im-
plications for animals that eat plants. 
On the other hand, by choosing which 
plants to consume, these animals may 
constrain or modify plant ontogenetic 
patterns, developmental stability, and 
the extent to which feasible phenotypic 
variants are expressed by individuals. 
 An innovative study of the ecology, 
morphology, and evolution of modular 
organisms, Multiplicity in Unity address-
es a topic central to our understanding 
of the diversity of life and the ways in 
which organisms have coevolved to 
cope with variable environments. 

“Herrera has achieved an impressive 

goal with this work. this book will 

appeal to researchers and graduate 

students looking for new approach-

es to the fields of plant-animal 

interactions, evolutionary ecology, 

population biology, comparative 

evolutionary biology, and plant 

physiology.”
—susan J. Mazer,  

university of California,  
santa Barbara

Carlos M. Herrera is professor of research and an evolutionary ecologist at Estación  
Biológica de Doñana in Seville, Spain. 

Jon D. Witman is professor in the Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology at 
Brown University. Kaustuv roy is professor in the Section of Ecology, Behavior, and  

Evolution at the University of California, San Diego.

Pioneered in the late 1980s, the con-
cept of macroecology—a framework for 
studying ecological communities with a 
focus on patterns and processes—revo-
lutionized the field. Although this ap-
proach has been applied mainly to ter-
restrial ecosystems, there is increasing 
interest in quantifying macroecological 
patterns in the sea and understanding 
the processes that generate them. Tak-
ing stock of the current work in the field 
and advocating a research agenda for 
the decades ahead, Marine Macroecology 
draws together insights and approaches 
from a diverse group of scientists to 
show how marine ecology can benefit 
from the adoption of macroecological 
approaches.

 Divided into three parts, Marine 
Macroecology first provides an overview 
of marine diversity patterns and offers 
case studies of specific habitats and 
taxonomic groups. In the second part, 
contributors focus on process-based 
explanations for marine ecological pat-
terns. The third part presents new ap-
proaches to understanding processes 
driving the macroecological patterns in 
the sea. Uniting unique insights from 
different perspectives with the common 
goal of identifying and understanding 
large-scale biodiversity patterns, Marine 
Macroecology will inspire the next wave 
of marine ecologists to approach their 
research from a macroecological per-
spective.

Marine Macroecology

Plant Subindividual Variation and Interactions with Animals

Multiplicity in Unity
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“Presidents bill clinton, george W. bush, 

and barack obama have all supported 

expanding poverty-fighting partnerships 

between religious nonprofit organiza-

tions and government agencies. lew daly 

has taken the complicated history and 

often divisive discourse concerning such 

faith-based initiatives to a better intel-

lectual and civic place. Agree or not with 

all of daly’s conclusions, this is an engag-

ing, balanced, and timely book: President 

obama’s faith-based policy advisors and 

all other interested citizens should take 

note.”
—John J. diiulio Jr.,  

first director, White house office of  
Faith-based and community initiatives

POLITIcaL ScIeNce  ReLIGION

ISBN-13: 978-0-226-13483-3  
Cloth $37.50s/£26.00

DecembeR 304 p. 6 x 9

lew daly is a senior fellow at Demos, a nonpartisan public policy research and 
advocacy organization. He is the author, most recently, of Unjust Deserts.

With a Foreword by E. J. Dionne Jr.

Faith-Based Initiatives and the  
Caring State

God’s Economy
lEW dAly

President Obama has signaled a sharp break from many Bush 

administration policies, but he remains committed to federal 

support for religious social service providers. Like George W. 

Bush’s faith-based initiative, though, Obama’s version of the policy has 

generated loud criticism—from both sides of the aisle—even as the 

communities that stand to benefit suffer through an ailing economy. 

God’s Economy reveals that virtually all of the critics, as well as many 

supporters, have long misunderstood both the true implications of 

faith-based partnerships and their unique potential for advancing 

social justice. 

 Unearthing the intellectual history of the faith-based initiative, 

Lew Daly locates its roots in the pluralist tradition of Europe’s Chris-

tian democracies, in which the state shares sovereignty with social 

institutions. He argues that Catholic and Dutch Calvinist ideas played 

a crucial role in the evolution of this tradition, as churches across nine-

teenth-century Europe developed philosophical and legal defenses to 

protect their education and social programs against ascendant govern-

ments. Tracing the influence of this heritage on the past three decades 

of American social policy and church-state law, Daly finally untangles 

the radical beginnings of the faith-based initiative. In the process, he 

frees it from the narrow culture-war framework that has limited debate 

on the subject since Bush opened the White House Office of Faith-

Based and Community Initiatives in 2001.

 A major contribution from an important new voice at the intersec-

tion of religion and politics, God’s Economy points the way toward policy 

making that combines strong social support with a new moral focus on 

the protection of families and communities.
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Matthew Levendusky

Frances e. Lee

POLITICAL SCIENCE

Chicago Studies in American 
Politics

POLITICAL SCIENCE

“Innovative, interesting, and im-

portant, Beyond Ideology gives us 

rich new insights on an institution 

about which we still know relatively 

little compared with the house. 

It is a substantial contribution 

that sheds new light on complex 

relationships and offers engaging 

illustrations drawn from political 

interactions on legislation.”
—david w. rohde,  

duke university 

As Washington elites drifted toward 
ideological poles over the past few de-
cades, did ordinary Americans follow 
their lead? In The Partisan Sort, Mat-
thew Levendusky reveals that we have 
responded to this trend—but not, for 
the most part, by becoming more ex-
treme ourselves. While polarization has 
filtered down to a small minority of vot-
ers, it also has had the more significant 
effect of reconfiguring the way we sort 
ourselves into political parties. 
 In a marked realignment since the 
1970s—when partisan affiliation did 
not depend on ideology and both ma-
jor parties had strong liberal and con-

servative factions—liberals today over-
whelmingly identify with Democrats, as 
conservatives do with Republicans. This 
“sorting,” Levendusky contends, results 
directly from the increasingly polar-
ized terms in which political leaders 
define their parties. Exploring its far-
reaching implications for the American 
political landscape, he demonstrates 
that sorting makes voters more loyally 
partisan, allowing campaigns to focus 
more attention on mobilizing commit-
ted supporters. Ultimately, Levendusky 
concludes, this new link between party 
and ideology represents a sea change in 
American politics.

“The Partisan Sort is a very impres-

sive contribution to a couple of 

highly contested contemporary 

debates in american politics. 

Matthew Levendusky offers a 

compelling explanation of why 

american voters increasingly 

align themselves with the ‘cor-

rect’ political party—liberals with 

democrats and conservatives with 

republicans—and fruitfully draws 

out the potential implications of 

this development.”
—Jeff Manza,  

new york university

Matthew Levendusky is assistant professor of political science at the University of  
Pennsylvania.

Frances e. Lee is associate professor in the Department of Government and Politics at the 
University of Maryland.

The congressional agenda includes 
many issues about which liberals and 
conservatives generally agree. Even over 
these matters, though, Democratic and 
Republican senators tend to fight with 
each other. What explains this discord? 
Beyond Ideology argues that many parti-
san battles are rooted in competition 
for power rather than disagreement 
over the rightful role of government. 
 The first book to systematically 
distinguish Senate disputes centering 
on ideological questions from the large 
proportion of them that do not, this 
volume foregrounds the role of power 
struggle in partisan conflict. Presiden-
tial leadership, for example, inherently 

polarizes legislators who can influence 
public opinion of the president and his 
party by how they handle his agenda. 
Senators also exploit good government 
measures and floor debate to embar-
rass opponents and burnish their own 
party’s image—even when the issues 
involved are broadly supported or low-
stakes. Moreover, Frances E. Lee con-
tends, the congressional agenda itself 
amplifies conflict by increasingly focus-
ing on issues that reliably differentiate 
the parties. With the new president 
pledging to stem the tide of partisan 
polarization, Beyond Ideology provides a 
timely taxonomy of exactly what stands 
in his way.

Politics, Principles, and Partisanship in the U.S. Senate
Beyond Ideology

How Liberals Became Democrats and Conservatives  
Became Republicans

The Partisan Sort
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donAld r. kindEr and cindy d. kAM

chArlEs r. EPP

Ethnocentrism—our tendency to par-
tition the human world into in-groups 
and out-groups—pervades societies 
around the world. Surprisingly, though, 
few scholars have explored its role in po-
litical life. Donald R. Kinder and Cindy 
D. Kam fill this gap with Us Against 
Them, their definitive explanation of 
how ethnocentrism shapes American 
public opinion.
 Arguing that humans are broadly 
predisposed to ethnocentrism, Kinder 
and Kam explore its impact on our atti-
tudes toward an array of issues, includ-
ing the war on terror, humanitarian 
assistance, immigration, the sanctity of 
marriage, and the reform of social pro-
grams. The authors ground their study 

in previous theories from a wide range 
of disciplines, establishing a new frame-
work for understanding what ethnocen-
trism is and how it becomes politically 
consequential. They also marshal a vast 
trove of survey evidence to identify the 
conditions under which ethnocentrism 
shapes public opinion.  While ethno-
centrism is widespread in the United 
States, the authors demonstrate that its 
political relevance depends on circum-
stance.  Exploring the implications of 
these findings for political knowledge, 
cosmopolitanism, and societies outside 
the United States, Kinder and Kam add 
a new dimension to our understanding 
of how democracy functions.

donald r. kinder is the Philip E. Converse Collegiate Professor in the Department of Politi-
cal Science and professor of psychology and research professor in the Center for Political 
Studies of the Institute for Social Research at the University of Michigan. cindy d. kam is 

associate professor of political science at Vanderbilt University.

charles r. Epp is associate professor in the Department of Public Administration at the 
University of Kansas.

It’s a common complaint: the United 
States is overrun by rules and proce-
dures that shackle professional judg-
ment, have no valid purpose, and serve 
only to appease courts and lawyers. 
Charles R. Epp argues, however, that 
few Americans would want to return to 
an era without these legalistic policies, 
which in the 1970s helped bring recalci-
trant bureaucracies in line with a grow-
ing national commitment to civil rights 
and individual dignity.  
 Focusing on three disparate policy 
areas—workplace sexual harassment, 
playground safety, and police brutal-

ity in both the United States and the 
United Kingdom—Epp explains how 
activists and professionals used legal li-
ability, lawsuit-generated publicity, and 
innovative managerial ideas to pur-
sue the implementation of new rights. 
Together, these strategies resulted in 
frameworks designed to make institu-
tions accountable through intricate 
rules, employee training, and mana-
gerial oversight. Explaining how these 
practices became ubiquitous across bu-
reaucratic organizations, Epp casts to-
day’s legalistic state in an entirely new 
light.

Activists, Bureaucrats, and the Creation of the Legalistic State

Making Rights Real

Ethnocentric Foundations of American Opinion

Us Against Them

POLITIcaL ScIeNce  SOcIOLOGY

Chicago Studies in American Politics

Law  POLITIcaL ScIeNce

Chicago Series in Law and Society

“An elegant study that combines 

historical, comparative, and at 

times even ethnographic learning, 

Making Rights Real reveals how 

fervor for professionalism and fears 

of lawsuits together shaped police 

policies and practices in the united 

states and in britain as well as 

responses to sexual harassment 

and the safety of playgrounds. it 

will be indispensable for scholars 

of the law.”
—William haltom,  

coauthor of Distorting the Law

“learned, historically grounded, and 

theoretically ambitious. seldom 

have i read social science this well 

written and broadly conceived. The 

way that kinder and kam weave 

together decades of important 

research with their view of ethno-

centrism is wonderful.”
—samuel l. Popkin,  

university of california,  
san diego
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Jennifer L. MeroLLa and eLizabeth J. zechMeister

edited by edward schatz

POLITICAL SCIENCE

Chicago Studies in American 
Politics

POLITICAL SCIENCE

How do threats of terrorism affect 
the opinions of citizens? Speculation 
abounds, but until now no one had 
marshaled hard evidence to explain the 
complexities of this relationship. Draw-
ing on data from surveys and original 
experiments they conducted in the 
United States and Mexico, Jennifer L. 
Merolla and Elizabeth J. Zechmeister 
demonstrate how our strategies for cop-
ing with terrorist threats significantly 
influence our attitudes toward fellow 
citizens, political leaders, and foreign 
nations. 
 The authors reveal, for example, 
that some people try to restore a sense 
of order and control through increased 
wariness of others—especially of those 

who exist outside the societal main-
stream. Additionally, voters under 
threat tend to prize “strong leadership” 
more highly than partisan affiliation, 
making some politicians seem more 
charismatic than they otherwise would. 
The authors show that a wary public will 
sometimes continue to empower such 
leaders after they have been elected, 
giving them greater authority even at 
the expense of institutional checks and 
balances. Having demonstrated that a 
climate of terrorist threat also increases 
support for restrictive laws at home and 
engagement against terrorists abroad, 
Merolla and Zechmeister conclude that 
our responses to such threats can put 
democracy at risk.

“this book brings good contempo-

rary social science to the public de-

bate about the role of terror in the 

modern democracy. in the natural 

world, we typically see that people 

who find terrorism threatening will 

be more likely to support authori-

tarian and security-minded poli-

cies, but it is hard to say how much 

of this set of beliefs stems from a 

genuine concern about terrorism 

rather than personality or political 

interests. Merolla and zechmeis-

ter’s original experiments give real 

purchase on these questions.”
—Michael MacKuen,  

University of north carolina  
at chapel hill

Jennifer L. Merolla is the Mary Nicolai–George Blair Assistant Professor in the Department 
of Politics and Policy at Claremont Graduate University. elizabeth J. zechmeister is assistant 

professor of political science at Vanderbilt University. 

edward schatz is associate professor of political science at the University of Toronto.

Scholars of politics have sought in re-
cent years to make the discipline more 
hospitable to qualitative methods of 
research. Lauding the results of this ef-
fort and highlighting its potential for 
the future, Political Ethnography makes a 
compelling case for one such method in 
particular. Ethnography, the contribu-
tors amply demonstrate in a wide range 
of original essays, is uniquely suited for 
illuminating the study of politics. 
 Situating these pieces within the 
context of developments in political 
science, Edward Schatz provides an 
overarching introduction and substan-
tive prefaces to each of the volume’s 
four sections. The first of these parts 

addresses the central ontological and 
epistemological issues raised by ethno-
graphic work, while the second grap-
ples with the reality that all research 
is conducted from a first-person per-
spective. The third section goes on to 
explore how ethnographic research 
can provide fresh perspectives on such 
perennial topics as opinion, causality, 
and power. Concluding that political 
ethnography can and should play a 
central role in the field as a whole, the 
final chapters illuminate the many ways 
in which ethnographic approaches can 
enhance, improve, and, in some areas, 
transform the study of politics.

What Immersion Contributes to the Study of Politics
Political Ethnography

How Terrorist Threats Affect the Public
Democracy at Risk
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rAlPh lErnEr

JosEbA zulAikA

The role of the fool is to provoke the 
powerful to question their convictions, 
preferably while avoiding a beating. 
Fools accomplish this not by hectoring 
their audience, but by broaching sensi-
tive topics indirectly, often disguising 
their message in a joke or a tale. Writers 
and thinkers throughout history have 
adopted the fool’s approach, and here 
Ralph Lerner turns to six of them—
Thomas More, Francis Bacon, Robert 
Burton, Pierre Bayle, Benjamin Frank-
lin, and Edward Gibbon—to elucidate 
the strategies these men employed to 
persuade the heedless, the zealous, 
and the overly confident to pause and 
reconsider. 

 As Playing the Fool makes plain, 
all these men lived through periods 
marked by fanaticism, particularly with 
regard to religion and its relation to 
the state. In such a troubled context, 
advocating on behalf of skepticism and 
against tyranny could easily lead to cen-
sure, or even, as in More’s case, execu-
tion. And so, Lerner reveals, these seri-
ous thinkers relied on humor to move 
their readers toward a more reasoned 
understanding of the world and our 
place in it. At once erudite and enter-
taining, Playing the Fool is an eloquently 
thought-provoking look at the lives and 
writings of these masterly authors.

ralph lerner is the Benjamin Franklin Professor Emeritus in the College and professor 
emeritus in the Committee on Social Thought at the University of Chicago. He is the 

author of four other books, including Maimonides’ Empire of Light, also published by the 
University of Chicago Press.

Joseba zulaika is professor of Basque studies and codirector of the Center for Basque  
Studies at the University of Nevada, Reno. He is the author or coauthor of many books, 

including Terror and Taboo: The Follies, Fables, and Faces of Terrorism.

In counterterrorism circles, the stan-
dard response to questions about the 
possibility of future attacks is a terse 
one-liner worthy of Jack Bauer: “Not 
if, but when.” This mantra supposedly 
conveys a realistic approach to the 
problem, but, as Joseba Zulaika argues 
in Terrorism, it functions as a self-fulfill-
ing prophecy. By distorting reality to fit 
their own worldview, the architects of 
the war on terror prompt the behavior 
they seek to prevent—a twisted logic 
that has already played out horrifically 
in Iraq. In short, Zulaika contends, 
counterterrorism has become pivotal 
in promoting terrorism.

 Exploring the blind spots of coun-
terterrorist doctrine, Zulaika takes 
readers on a remarkable intellectual 
journey. He contrasts the psychologi-
cal insight of Truman Capote’s In Cold 
Blood with The 9/11 Commission Report, 
plumbs the mindset of terrorists in 
works by Oriana Fallaci and Jean Genet, 
maps the continuities between the cold 
war and the fight against terrorism, and 
analyzes the case of a Basque terror-
ist who tried to return to civilian life.  
Zulaika’s argument is powerful, inven-
tive, and rich with insights and ideas 
that provide a new and sophisticated 
perspective on the war on terror.

The Self-Fulfilling Prophecy
Terrorism

Subversive Laughter in Troubled Times

Playing the Fool

POLITIcaL ScIeNce

cuRReNT eveNTS   
POLITIcaL ScIeNce

“This is a brilliant book—a rich and 

insightful theoretical analysis.  

zulaika presents an in-depth 

critical and cultural deconstruction 

of what terrorism means sym-

bolically, how it is used in political 

discourse, and how it is applied by 

the u.s. government as a means of 

manufacturing consent for violent 

policies of counterterrorism.”
—Jeffrey sluka,  

author of Death Squad

“reading this book is a continuous 

pleasure. ralph lerner expounds 

his chosen texts with genuine skill, 

delicacy, and a rare ear for shadings 

of tone. his prose is at once accom-

plished and self-effacing, leaving 

us with the impression of a second 

voice on the scene—one of the same 

family as the authors he comments 

on, all of whom deployed an oblique 

style, an ambiguous genre, or a 

mode of impersonation that resists 

the direct disclosure of doctrine, 

always for the purpose of insinuat-

ing doubts and scruples.”
—david bromwich,  

yale university
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Barak Mendelsohn

edited by T. V. Paul, PaTrick M. Morgan, and JaMes J. WirTz

POLITICAL SCIENCE

POLITICAL SCIENCE

“This book is a valuable antidote to 

some of the more glib and prema-

turely pessimistic statements that 

get circulated about ‘the end of 

deterrence as we know it.’ Quite 

comprehensive on the theories and 

modes of deterrence, it is valuable 

for drawing together both political 

scientists and policy makers.”
—george Quester,  

university of Maryland 

Although terrorism is an age-old phe-
nomenon, jihadist ideology is distinc-
tive in its ambition to overthrow the 
modern state system, abandon the prin-
ciple of state sovereignty, and destroy 
the foundations of world order. Barak 
Mendelsohn argues that a crucial ele-
ment in responding to such a threat and 
winning the war against terror in the 
twenty-first century is the hegemon—a 
powerful state that takes the lead and 
generates cooperation among states to 
fight jihad.
 While most analyses of hegemony 
have focused on power, Mendelsohn 
firmly grounds the phenomenon in 
a web of shared norms and rules that 

both enable and constrain the hege-
mon’s freedom of action. He examines 
how the presence of a hegemonic state 
affects international cooperation, se-
curity, and international relations—
revealing, for example, why the United 
States has found greater cooperation 
for the war in Afghanistan than for the 
war in Iraq. Tracing and explaining the 
varying levels of cooperation that exist 
for suppressing terrorism financing, for 
preventing non-state actors from ob-
taining weapons of mass destruction, 
and for offering military support to 
U.S. hegemony, Combating Jihadism pro-
vides a nuanced understanding of the 
interaction between norms and power.

“This is a provocative and important 

study of contemporary terrorism 

and counterterrorism; it is, in many 

ways, the best attempt yet to locate 

these phenomena within general 

international-relations theory and 

the workings of the international 

system. Mendelsohn not only pro-

vides a compelling explanation for 

variation in the degree of interna-

tional cooperation against terror-

ism, but also makes an important 

contribution to how we theorize 

the institutions of international 

society.”
—daniel h. nexon,  

georgetown university

Barak Mendelsohn is assistant professor of political science at Haverford College.

T. V. Paul is the James McGill Professor of International Relations at McGill University.  
Patrick M. Morgan is professor of political science and the Tierney Chair in Peace and 

Conflict Studies at the University of California, Irvine. James J. Wirtz is acting dean at the 
School of International Graduate Studies and professor of national security studies at the 

Naval Postgraduate School.

As the costs of a preemptive foreign pol-
icy in Iraq have become clear, strategies 
such as containment and deterrence 
have been gaining currency among pol-
icy makers. This comprehensive book 
offers an agenda for the contemporary 
practice of deterrence—especially as it 
applies to nuclear weapons—in an in-
creasingly heterogeneous global and 
political setting.
 Moving beyond the precepts of tra-
ditional deterrence theory, this ground-
breaking volume offers insights for the 
use of deterrence in the modern world, 
where policy makers may encounter ir-

rational actors, failed states, religious 
zeal, ambiguous power relationships, 
and other situations where the tradi-
tional rules of statecraft do not apply. 
A distinguished group of contributors 
here examines issues such as deterrence 
among the Great Powers; the problems 
of regional and non-state actors; and 
actors armed with chemical, biological, 
and nuclear weapons. Complex Deter-
rence will be a valuable resource for any-
one facing the considerable challenge 
of fostering security and peace in the 
twenty-first century. 

Strategy in the Global Age
Complex Deterrence

American Hegemony and Interstate Cooperation in  
the War on Terrorism

Combating Jihadism
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WilliAM A. FischEl

MArio PolèsE

A significant factor for many people 
deciding where to live is the quality of 
the local school district, with superior 
schools creating a price premium for 
housing. The result is a “race to the 
top,” as all school districts attempt to 
improve their performance in order 
to attract homebuyers. Given the im-
portance of school districts to the daily 
lives of children and families, it is sur-
prising that their evolution has not re-
ceived much attention. 
 In this provocative book, William 
A. Fischel argues that the historical 
development of school districts reflects 
Americans’ desire to make their com-

munities attractive to outsiders. The 
result has been a standardized, inter-
changeable system of education not 
overly demanding for either students 
or teachers, one that involved parents 
and local voters in its governance and 
finance. Innovative in its focus on bot-
tom-up processes generated by individ-
ual behaviors rather than top-down de-
cisions by bureaucrats, Making the Grade 
provides a new perspective on educa-
tion reform that emphasizes how public 
schools form the basis for the localized 
social capital in American towns and 
cities. 

William A. Fischel is professor of economics at Dartmouth College. He is the author of The 
Homeowner Hypothesis: How Home Values Influence Local Government Taxation, School Finance, 

and Land-Use Policies. 

Mario Polèse holds the Senior Canada Research Chair in Urban and Regional Studies and 
is professor at the Institut national de la recherche scientifique in Montreal. He is coauthor 

of, most recently, Connecting Cities with Macroeconomic Concerns.

As the world becomes more intercon-
nected through travel and electronic 
communication, many believe that 
physical places will become less impor-
tant. But as Mario Polèse argues in The 
Wealth and Poverty of Regions, geography 
will matter more than ever before in a 
world where distance is allegedly dead. 
 This provocative book surveys the 
globe, from London and Cape Town to 
New York and Beijing, contending that 
regions rise—or fall—due to their loca-
tion, not only within nations but also 
on the world map. Polèse reveals how 
concentrations of industries and popu-
lations in specific locales often result 

in minor advantages that accumulate 
over time, resulting in reduced prices, 
improved transportation networks, in-
creased diversity, and, not least of all, 
“buzz”—the excitement and vitality that 
attracts ambitious people. The Wealth 
and Poverty of Regions maps out how a 
heady mix of size, infrastructure, prox-
imity, and cost will determine which 
urban centers become the thriving 
metropolises of the future, and which 
become the deserted cities of the past. 
Engagingly written, the book provides 
insight on the past, present, and future 
of regions.

Why Cities Matter
The Wealth and Poverty of Regions

The Economic Evolution of American School Districts
Making the Grade

ecONOmIcS  eDucaTION

ecONOmIcS  cuRReNT eveNTS

“This is one of the most original 

books in the subject area that 

i have read in forty years. it is 

remarkable in the way it combines 

depth and breadth, all presented 

in a jargon-free, almost conversa-

tional style.”
—sir Peter hall,  

bartlett school of  
Architecture and Planning,  
university college london
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“Making the Grade is an important 

contribution to the study of the 

political economy of public educa-

tion, drawing on an eclectic body of 

evidence ranging from anecdotes 

to survey data to maps from google 

Earth. Fischel has an unusually 

engaging prose style, and i am con-

fident that the book will be widely 

read and discussed by economists 

and political scientists with an 

interest in education policy.”
—Martin West,  

brown university
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Stephen perkinSon

With a Foreword by Franklin E. Zimring

Jane B. Sprott and anthony n. DooB

ART

lAw

Adolescent Development and  
Legal Policy

“this heartbreakingly beautiful book 

troubles the terrain, unforgettably 

challenging our stereotypes of 

‘bad girls’ who become delinquent. 

Sprott and Doob persuasively make 

the case that the justice system 

treats girls differently, and that the 

treatment—for those who enter the 

system—is unfair, damaging, and 

unsuccessful. But they also present 

a remarkably hopeful constellation 

of opportunities to do less harm.”
—Bernadine Dohrn,  

northwestern University  
School of Law

Anyone who has strolled through the 
halls of a museum knows that portraits 
occupy a central place in the history of 
art. But did portraits, as such, exist in 
the medieval era? The Likeness of the King 
challenges the canonical account of the 
invention of modern portrait practices, 
offering a case against the tendency of 
recent scholarship to identify late medi-
eval likenesses of historical personages 
as “the first modern portraits.”
 Unwilling to accept the anachro-
nistic nature of these claims, Stephen 
Perkinson both resists and complicates 
grand narratives of portraiture art that 
ignore historical context. Focusing on 

the Valois court of France, he argues 
that local practice prompted shifts in 
the late medieval understanding of how 
images could represent individuals and 
prompted artists and patrons to deploy 
likeness in a variety of ways. Through 
an examination of well-known images 
of the fourteenth- and early fifteenth-
century kings of France, as well as largely 
overlooked objects such as wax votive 
figures and royal seals, Perkinson dem-
onstrates that the changes evident in 
these images do not constitute a revolu-
tionary break with the past, but instead 
were continuous with late medieval rep-
resentational traditions.

Stephen perkinson is associate professor of art history at Bowdoin College.

Jane B. Sprott is associate professor of criminal justice and criminology at Ryerson  
University. anthony n. Doob is professor at the Centre of Criminology at the University of 

Toronto and coauthor of Responding to Youth Crime in Canada.

For over a century, as women have 
fought for and won greater freedoms, 
concern over an epidemic of female 
criminality, especially among young 
women, has followed. Fear of this crime 
wave—despite a persistent lack of evi-
dence of its existence—has played a 
decisive role in the development of 
the youth justice systems in the United 
States and Canada. Justice for Girls? is a 
comprehensive comparative study of the 
way these countries have responded to 
the hysteria over “girl crime” and how it 
has affected the treatment of both girls 
and boys.

 Tackling a century of historical evi-
dence and crime statistics, Jane B. Sprott 
and Anthony N. Doob carefully trace 
the evolution of approaches to the treat-
ment of young offenders. Seeking to keep 
youths out of adult courts, both countries 
have built their systems around rehabili-
tation. But, as Sprott and Doob reveal, 
the myth of the “girl crime wave” led to 
a punitive system where young people are 
dragged into court for minor offenses 
and girls are punished far more severely 
than boys. Thorough, timely, and persua-
sive, Justice for Girls? will be vital to anyone 
working with troubled youths.

Stability and Change in the Youth Justice Systems of the 
United States and Canada

Justice for Girls?

A Prehistory of Portraiture in Late Medieval France
The Likeness of the King
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PATriciA M. cooPEr

Teacher and author Vivian Paley is 
highly regarded by parents, educators, 
and other professionals for her original 
insights into such seemingly everyday 
issues as play, story, gender, and how 
young children think. She is also rec-
ognized for exposing racism and exclu-
sion in the early childhood classroom. 
Surprisingly, until now no one has at-
tempted a comprehensive analysis of 
Paley’s work. 
 In The Classrooms All Young Children 
Need, Patricia M. Cooper takes a synop-
tic view of Paley’s many books and ar-
ticles, charting the evolution of Paley’s 
thinking while revealing the seminal 

characteristics of her teaching philoso-
phy. This careful analysis leads Coo-
per to identify a pedagogical model 
organized around two complementary 
principles: a curriculum that promotes 
play and imagination, and the idea of 
classrooms as fair places where young 
children of every color, ability, and 
disposition are welcome. With timely 
attention paid to debates about the 
reduction in time for play in the early 
childhood classroom, the role of race 
in education, and No Child Left Be-
hind, The Classrooms All Young Children 
Need will be embraced by anyone tasked 
with teaching our youngest pupils.

Patricia M. cooper is assistant professor of language and literacy at New York University’s 
Steinhardt School of Education and the author of When Stories Come to School: Telling,  

Writing, and Performing Stories in the Early Childhood Classroom.

Lessons in Teaching from Vivian Paley
The Classrooms All Young Children Need

eDucaTION

“A book focusing on how Vivian 

Paley’s pedagogical approach has 

informed her practice as a teacher 

is long overdue and sorely needed. 

now we have cooper’s book, which 

is a real pleasure to read and will 

benefit a wide range of readers, 

especially educators dissatisfied 

with the current overemphasis on 

teaching young children specific 

academic skills.”
—Ageliki nicolopoulou,  

lehigh university

PETEr dEMErATh

Peter demerath is associate professor in the Department of Educational Policy and  
Administration at the University of Minnesota.

Middle- and upper-middle-class stu-
dents continue to outpace those from 
less privileged backgrounds. Most at-
tempts to redress this inequality focus 
on the issue of access to financial re-
sources, but, as Producing Success makes 
clear, the problem goes beyond mere 
economics. In this eye-opening study, 
Peter Demerath examines a typical sub-
urban American high school to explain 
how some students get ahead.
 Demerath undertook four years of 
research at a midwestern high school to 
examine the mercilessly competitive cul-
ture that drives students to advance. Pro-
ducing Success reveals the many ways the 
community’s ideology of achievement 
plays out: students hone their work 

ethic and employ various strategies to 
succeed, from negotiating with teach-
ers to cheating; parents relentlessly 
push their children while manipulating 
school policies to help them get ahead; 
and administrators aid high perform-
ers in myriad ways, even naming over 
forty students “valedictorians.” Yet, as 
Demerath shows, this unswerving com-
mitment to individual advancement 
takes its toll, leading to student stress 
and fatigue, incivility and vandalism, 
and the alienation of the less success-
ful. Insightful and candid, Producing 
Success is an often troubling account of 
the educationally and morally question-
able results of the American culture of 
success.

The Culture of Personal Advancement in an American  
High School

Producing Success

eDucaTION

“Producing Success tells a very good 

story, highlighting matters that are 

of both current and perennial con-

cern. demerath’s book should lead 

to interesting discussions about the 

stresses of academic meritocracy in 

America. it is a distinguished addi-

tion to the literature on American 

high schools.”
—hervé Varenne,  

Teachers college,  
columbia university
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Anthony S. Bryk, Penny Bender SeBring, elAine AllenSworth,  
StuArt luPPeScu, and John Q. eASton

MichAel A. reBell

education

law  education

“rebell has a brilliant legal mind 

and a tremendous heart for 

children, particularly those who 

have been poorly served by public 

education. he challenges all of us 

to think differently, and to do so 

with a sense of urgency, because 

our children cannot wait.”
—Arne duncan,  

Secretary of education

In 1988 the Chicago public school sys-
tem decentralized, granting parents 
and communities significant resources 
and authority to reform their schools in 
dramatic ways. To track the effects of 
this bold experiment, the authors of Or-
ganizing Schools for Improvement collected 
a wealth of data on elementary schools 
in Chicago. They identified one hun-
dred elementary schools that had sub-
stantially improved, and one hundred 
that had not, over a seven-year period. 
What had the successful schools done 
to accelerate student learning?
 The authors of this illuminat-
ing book identify a comprehensive set 

of practices and conditions that were 
key factors for improvement, includ-
ing school leadership, the professional 
capacity of the faculty and staff, and a 
student-centered learning climate. In 
addition, they analyze the impact of so-
cial dynamics, including crime, critical-
ly examining the inextricable link be-
tween schools and their communities. 
Putting their data onto a more human 
scale, they also chronicle the stories of 
two neighboring schools with very dif-
ferent trajectories. The lessons gleaned 
from this groundbreaking study will be 
invaluable for anyone involved with ur-
ban education.

“this book will advance everyone’s 

thinking about key ideas in school 

improvement. i was excited by the 

authors’ willingness to go beyond 

descriptive facts to find out what 

specifically distinguishes two dif-

ferent student bodies with similar 

demographics. what is so important 

about this book is that it figures out 

and describes in various ways the 

vital role social capital plays both 

inside and outside school.”
—ellen guiney,  

director of the Boston  
Plan for excellence

Anthony S. Bryk is president of the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teach-
ing. Penny Bender Sebring is founding codirector of the Consortium on Chicago School 
Research (CCSR) at the Urban Education Institute at the University of Chicago. elaine 

Allensworth is codirector for statistical analysis at CCSR. Stuart luppescu is chief psycho-
metrician at CCSR. John Q. easton is executive director of CCSR. 

Michael A. rebell is executive director of the Campaign for Education Equity, executive  
director of the National Access Network, professor of law and educational practice at  

Teachers College, Columbia University, and adjunct professor of law at Columbia Law 
School. He is the author or coauthor of many books, including Moving Every Child Ahead: 

From NCLB Hype to Meaningful Educational Opportunity.

Over the past thirty-five years, federal 
courts have dramatically retreated from 
actively promoting school desegrega-
tion. In the meantime, state courts have 
taken up the mantle of promoting the 
vision of educational equity originally 
articulated in Brown v. Board of Educa-
tion. Courts and Kids is the first detailed 
analysis of why the state courts have 
taken on this active role and how suc-
cessful their efforts have been.
 Since 1973, litigants have chal-
lenged the constitutionality of educa-
tion finance systems in forty-five states 
on the grounds that they deprive many 
poor and minority students of adequate 

access to a sound education. While 
the plaintiffs have won in the majority 
of these cases, the decisions are often 
branded “ judicial activism,” a stigma 
that has reduced their impact. To coun-
ter the charge, Michael A. Rebell per-
suasively defends the courts’ authority 
and responsibility to pursue the goal 
of educational equity. He envisions 
their ideal role as supervisory, and in 
Courts and Kids he offers innovative rec-
ommendations on how the courts can 
collaborate with the executive and leg-
islative branches to create a truly demo-
cratic educational system.

Pursuing Educational Equity through the State Courts

Courts and Kids

Lessons from Chicago

Organizing Schools for Improvement
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Praise for Thomas DaCosta Kaufmann

“Thomas DaCosta Kaufmann’s careful, 

steady-going, and well-researched study 

. . . is a very good guide to one of the high 

cultural moments of central Europe.”
—New York Times,  

on The School of Prague

 

“Kaufmann’s book . . . reveals possible 

steps along pathways whose pursuit may 

transform future ways of seeing.”
—Geographical Reviews,  

on Toward a Geography of Art

ART

ISBN-13: 978-0-226-42686-0  
Cloth $65.00s/£45.00

DecembeR 288 p., 39 color plates,  
43 halftones, 1 table 81/2 x 11

Thomas DaCosta Kaufmann is the Frederick Marquand Professor of Art and 
Archaeology at Princeton University. His many books include Toward a Geogra-
phy of Art, also published by the University of Chicago Press.

Visual Jokes, Natural History, and 
Still-Life Painting

Arcimboldo
Thomas DaCosTa Kaufmann

In Giuseppe Arcimboldo’s most famous paintings, grapes, fish, 

and even the beaks of birds form human hair. A pear stands 

in for a man’s chin. Citrus fruits sprout from a tree trunk that 

doubles as a neck. All sorts of natural phenomena come together on 

canvas and panel to assemble the strange heads and faces that con-

stitute one of Renaissance art’s most striking oeuvres. The first major 

study in a generation of the artist behind these remarkable paintings, 

Arcimboldo tells the singular story of their creation.  

 Drawing on his thirty-five-year engagement with the artist, Thomas 

DaCosta Kaufmann begins with an overview of Arcimboldo’s life and 

work, exploring the artist’s early years in sixteenth-century Lombardy, 

his grounding in Leonardesque traditions, and his tenure as a Hab-

sburg court portraitist in Vienna and Prague. Arcimboldo then trains its 

focus on the celebrated composite heads, approaching them as visual 

jokes with serious underpinnings—images that poetically display picto-

rial wit while conveying an allegorical message. In addition to probing 

the humanistic, literary, and philosophical dimensions of these pieces, 

Kaufmann explains that they embody their creator’s continuous en-

gagement with nature painting and natural history. He reveals, in fact, 

that Arcimboldo painted many more nature studies than scholars have 

realized—a finding that significantly deepens current interpretations 

of the composite heads.

 Demonstrating the previously overlooked importance of these 

works to natural history and still-life painting, Arcimboldo finally 

restores the artist’s fantastic visual jokes to their rightful place in the 

history of both science and art.
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Terry SmiTh

ART

Who gets to say what counts as contem-
porary art? Artists, critics, curators, 
gallerists, auctioneers, collectors, or 
the public? Revealing how all of these 
groups have shaped today’s multifac-
eted definition, Terry Smith brilliantly 
shows that a historical approach offers 
the best answer to the question: What Is 
Contemporary Art?
 Smith argues that the most rec-
ognizable kind is characterized by 
a return to mainstream modernism 
in the work of such artists as Richard 
Serra and Gerhard Richter, as well as 
the retro-sensationalism of figures like 
Damien Hirst and Takashi Murakami. 
At the same time, Smith reveals, post-
colonial artists are engaged in a differ-

ent kind of practice: one that builds on 
local concerns and tackles questions 
of identity, history, and globalization. 
A younger generation embodies yet a 
third approach to contemporaneity by 
investigating time, place, mediation, 
and ethics through small-scale, closely 
connective art making. Inviting read-
ers into these diverse yet overlapping 
art worlds, Smith offers a behind-the-
scenes introduction to the institutions, 
the personalities, the biennials, and of 
course the works that together are de-
fining the contemporary. The resulting 
map of where art is now illuminates not 
only where it has been but also where it 
is going.

Terry Smith is the Andrew W. Mellon Professor of Contemporary Art History and Theory 
at the University of Pittsburgh. His many books include The Architecture of Aftermath, also 

published by the University of Chicago Press.

What Is Contemporary Art?
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“What is Contemporary Art? far 

surpasses other books that have 

sought to grapple with the ques-

tion. Terry Smith’s voice is strong 

and convincing, his arguments are 

clear yet subtle, and his descrip-

tions of the many biennials and 

artworks he addresses are invalu-

able. Particularly fascinating are 

his insights on the role of the art 

market in the crystallization of 

contemporary art.”
—Alexander Alberro,  
Columbia University
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JonAThAn boyArin

dAniEl boyArin

Europe’s formative encounter with its 
“others” is still widely assumed to have 
come with its discovery of the peoples 
of the New World. But, as Jonathan Bo-
yarin argues, long before 1492, Chris-
tian Europe imagined itself in distinc-
tion to the Jewish difference within. 
The presence and image of Jews in 
Europe afforded the Christian major-
ity a foil against which it could refine 
and maintain its own identity. In funda-
mental ways this experience, along with 
the ongoing contest between Christian-
ity and Islam, shaped the rhetoric, atti-
tudes, and policies of Christian coloniz-
ers in the New World.
 The Unconverted Self proposes that 

questions of difference inside Christian 
Europe not only are inseparable from 
the painful legacy of colonialism but 
also reveal Christian domination to be 
a fragile construct. Boyarin compares 
the Christian efforts aimed toward 
European Jews and toward indigenous 
peoples of the New World, bringing 
into focus the intersection of colonial 
expansion with the Inquisition and 
adding significant nuance to the entire 
question of the colonial encounter. 
 Revealing the crucial tension be-
tween the Jews as “others within” and 
the Indians as “others without,” The Un-
converted Self is a major reassessment of 
early modern European identity.

Jonathan boyarin is the Leonard and Tobee Kaplan Distinguished Professor of Modern 
Jewish Thought in the Department of Religious Studies at the University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill, with adjunct appointments in the departments of anthropology and com-
munications. He is the author, coauthor, or editor of a dozen books, including Thinking in 

Jewish¸ also published by the University of Chicago Press. 

daniel boyarin is professor of Talmudic culture and holds the Herman P. and Sophia  
Taubman Chair in the departments of Near Eastern studies and rhetoric at the Univer-

sity of California, Berkeley. He is the author, coauthor, editor, or coeditor of more than a 
dozen books, including, most recently, Border Lines: The Partition of Judeo-Christianity.

What kind of literature is the Talmud? 
To answer this question, Daniel Boyarin 
looks to an unlikely source: the dia-
logues of Plato. In these ancient texts he 
finds similarities, both in their unique 
combination of various genres and top-
ics and in their dialogic structure. But 
Boyarin goes beyond the typological 
parallelism between the texts, arguing 
also for a cultural relationship.
 In Socrates and the Fat Rabbis, Bo-
yarin suggests that these dialogues 
are not dialogic at all. Using Michael 
Bakhtin’s notion of represented dia-
logue and real dialogism, Boyarin dem-

onstrates, through multiple close read-
ings, that the give-and-take in these 
texts is actually monologic in spirit. At 
the same time, he shows that there are 
other elements that manifest genuine 
dialogicality. Boyarin ultimately singles 
out Menippean satire as the most im-
portant genre with which to understand 
both the Talmud and Plato, pointing 
out their seriocomic peculiarity. 
 An innovative contribution to rab-
binic studies, Socrates and the Fat Rabbis 
makes a major contribution to scholar-
ship on the discursive and cultural prac-
tices of the ancient Mediterranean. 

Socrates and the Fat Rabbis

Jews, Indians, and the Identity of Christian Europe
The Unconverted Self

ReLIGION

ReLIGION  PHILOSOPHY

“it is a brilliant and novel move to 

put the Talmud next to lucian. 

boyarin brings together here some 

very hot topics: cultural difference, 

cultural regulation, and the spe-

cific interface between Jewish and 

greco-roman culture. Socrates and 

the Fat Rabbis is a book with intel-

lectual range and ambition. And it 

is fun—as the title promises.”
—simon goldhill,  

king’s college,  
university of cambridge

“This is an ambitious and intriguing 

attempt to trace the ongoing pro-

cesses of European self-definition 

from the relationship to Jews in the 

later Middle Ages to the encounter 

with new World peoples in the 

early modern period.”
—barbara Fuchs,  

university of Pennsylvania 
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DaviD GorDon White

RELIGION

David Gordon White is professor of religious studies at the University of California, Santa 
Barbara, and the author of several books, including The Alchemical Body: Siddha Traditions in 

Medieval India and Kiss of the Yogini: “Tantric Sex” in its South Asian Contexts.

Since the 1960s, yoga has become a 
billion-dollar industry in the West, at-
tracting housewives and hipsters, New 
Agers and the old aged. Marketed as a 
clear path to self-realization, mind ex-
pansion, and taut abs, yoga is also per-
ceived as an ancient and unchanging 
Indian tradition based on the revela-
tions of benign and limber sages. But 
this modern conception of yoga derives 
from nineteenth-century European 
spirituality, Sinister Yogis reveals, and 
the true story of yoga’s origins in South 
Asia is far richer, stranger, and much 
more entertaining.
 To uncover this history, David Gor-
don White focuses on yoga’s practitio-

ners. Combing through millennia of 
South Asia’s vast and diverse literature, 
he discovers that yogis are usually por-
trayed as wonder-workers or sorcerers 
who use their dangerous supernatural 
abilities—which can include raising the 
dead, possession, and levitation—to ac-
quire power, money, and sexual grati-
fication. As White shows, even those 
yogis who aren’t downright villainous 
bear little resemblance to Western as-
sumptions about them. By turns rollick-
ing and sophisticated, Sinister Yogis tears 
down the image of yogis as detached, 
contemplative teachers, finally placing 
them in their proper context.

Sinister Yogis
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nancy S. Struever

Since antiquity, philosophy and rheto-
ric have traditionally been cast as ri-
vals, with the former often lauded as a 
search for logical truth and the latter 
usually disparaged as empty speech. 
But in this erudite intellectual history, 
Nancy S. Struever stakes out a claim for 
rhetoric as the more productive form of 
inquiry.
 Struever views rhetoric through the 
lens of modality, arguing that rhetoric’s 
guiding interest in what is possible—as 
opposed to philosophy’s concern with 
what is necessary—makes it an ideal 
tool for understanding politics. Innova-

tive readings of Hobbes and Vico allow 
her to reexamine rhetoric’s role in the 
history of modernity and to make fas-
cinating connections between thinkers 
from the classical, early modern, and 
modern periods. From there she turns 
to Walter Benjamin, reclaiming him as 
an exemplar of modernist rhetoric and a 
central figure in the long history of the 
form. Persuasive and perceptive, Rheto-
ric, Modality, Modernity is a novel rewrit-
ing of the history of rhetoric and a heady 
examination of the motives, issues, and 
flaws of contemporary inquiry.

nancy S. Struever is professor emerita in the Department of History and the Humanities 
Center at the Johns Hopkins University. Her most recent book is The History of Rhetoric and 

the Rhetoric of History.

Rhetoric, Modality, Modernity

PHILOSOPHY

“in Rhetoric, Modality, Modernity, 

nancy Struever shapes over a 

decade of methodological reflec-

tion on hobbes, vico, Peirce, and 

heidegger into a bold historical 

argument that will find resonance 

with anyone interested in the limits 

of philosophy and our most basic 

modes of being. When i am asked 

to recommend the best new books 

in the history and theory of rheto-

ric, i will now name this one first.”
—Daniel M. Gross,  

university of california, irvine
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“Until now, classical music listeners have 

not had an adequate context in which to 

place Sibelius’s well-known and much-

performed works. With Sibelius, Glenda 

Goss treats us to a panoramic view of 

the relevant Finnish background. This is 

idiosyncratic music from an idiosyncratic 

place, and Goss provides a generous 

overview of both. Unabashedly interpre-

tive, this is a comprehensive and compel-

ling look at a major composer and the 

culture he both influenced and drew upon.  

Essential reading for all Sibelians.”
—James Hepokoski,  

Yale University

MUSIC  BIOGRAPHY
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Glenda Dawn Goss is the former editor-in-chief of the Jean Sibelius Critical Edi-
tion and teaches at the Sibelius Academy in Helsinki. 

A Composer’s Life and the  
Awakening of Finland

Sibelius
GlEnDa DaWn GoSS

One of the twentieth century’s greatest composers, Jean Sibel-

ius (1865–1957) virtually stopped writing music during the 

last thirty years of his life. Recasting his mysterious musi-

cal silence and his undeniably influential life against the backdrop of 

Finland’s national awakening, Sibelius will be the definitive biography 

of this creative legend for many years to come.

 Glenda Dawn Goss begins her sweeping narrative in the Finland 

of Sibelius’s youth, which remained under Russian control for the first 

five decades of his life. Focusing on previously unexamined events, 

Goss explores the composer’s formative experiences as a Russian sub-

ject and a member of the Swedish-speaking Finnish minority. She goes 

on to trace Sibelius’s relationships with his creative contemporaries, 

with whom he worked to usher in a golden age of music and art that 

would endow Finns with a sense of pride in their heritage and encour-

age their hopes for the possibilities of nationhood. Skillfully evoking 

this artistic climate—in which Sibelius emerged as a leader—Goss cre-

ates a dazzling portrait of the painting, sculpture, literature, and music 

it inspired. To solve the deepest riddles of Sibelius’s life, work, and 

enigmatic silence, Goss contends, we must understand the awakening 

in which he played so great a role. 

 Situating this national creative tide in the context of Nordic and 

European cultural currents, Sibelius dramatically deepens our knowl-

edge of a misunderstood musical giant and an important chapter in 

the intellectual history of Europe.
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Douglas Harper and patrizia Faccioli

carolyn eastman

Outside of Italy, the country’s culture 
and its food appear to be essentially 
synonymous. And indeed, as The Italian 
Way makes clear, preparing, cooking, 
and eating food play a central role in 
the daily activities of Italians from all 
walks of life. In this beautifully illustrat-
ed book, Douglas Harper and Patrizia 
Faccioli present a fascinating and color-
ful look at the Italian table.
 The Italian Way focuses on two 
dozen families in the city of Bologna, 
elegantly weaving together Harper’s 
outsider perspective with Faccioli’s in-
timate knowledge of the local customs. 

The authors interview and observe these 
families as they go shopping for ingre-
dients, cook together, and argue over 
who has to wash the dishes. Through-
out, the authors elucidate the guiding 
principle of the Italian table—a deli-
cate balance between the structure of 
tradition and the joy of improvisation. 
With its bite-sized history of food in It-
aly, including the five-hundred-year-old 
story of the country’s cookbooks, and 
Harper’s mouth-watering photographs, 
The Italian Way is a rich repast—insight-
ful, informative, and inviting.

Douglas Harper is professor of sociology at Duquesne University; this is his fifth work of  
visual ethnography published by the University of Chicago Press. patrizia Faccioli is associate 
professor of sociology at the University of Bologna and the author or editor of seven books 

in Italian.

carolyn eastman is assistant professor of history at the University of Texas at Austin. 

In the decades after the American 
Revolution, inhabitants of the United 
States began to shape a new national 
identity. Telling the story of this messy 
yet formative process, Carolyn Eastman 
argues that ordinary men and women 
gave meaning to American nationhood 
and national belonging by first learn-
ing to imagine themselves as members 
of a shared public.
 She reveals that the creation of this 
American public—which only gradually 
developed nationalistic qualities—took 
place as men and women engaged with 
oratory and print media not only as 
readers and listeners but also as writers 

and speakers. Eastman paints vibrant 
portraits of the arenas where this en-
gagement played out, from the schools 
that instructed children in elocution to 
the debating societies, newspapers, and 
presses through which different groups 
jostled to define themselves—some-
times against each other. Demonstrat-
ing the previously unrecognized extent 
to which nonelites participated in the 
formation of our ideas about politics, 
manners, and gender and race rela-
tions, A Nation of Speechifiers provides an 
unparalleled genealogy of early Ameri-
can identity.

Making an American Public after the Revolution
A Nation of Speechifiers

Food and Social Life
The Italian Way

cooking

No Italian rights.

“the peoples of the early ameri-

can republic were engaged in an 

epochal struggle over who could 

claim public citizenship. in a wide-

ranging analysis, carolyn eastman 

provides a careful reading of this 

contest on the boundaries of the 

public sphere, describing the ways 

in which traditionally excluded 

americans were moving into public 

space and claiming the title of citi-

zen. A Nation of Speechifiers will be 

an important book.”
—John l. Brooke,  

ohio state university

AMERicAn HiSToRY
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Katherine K. Chen

JaponiCa Brown-SaraCino

Last summer, nearly fifty thousand 
people traveled to Nevada’s Black Rock 
Desert to participate in the countercul-
tural arts event Burning Man. Founded 
on a commitment to expression and 
community, the annual weeklong fes-
tival presents unique challenges to its 
organizers. Over four years, Katherine 
K. Chen regularly participated in Burn-
ing Man’s organizing efforts to safely 
and successfully create a temporary 
community in the middle of the desert 
under the hot August sun.
 Enabling Creative Chaos tracks how 

a small, underfunded group of organiz-
ers transformed into an unconvention-
al corporation with a ten-million-dollar 
budget and two thousand volunteers. 
Over the years, Burning Man’s organiz-
ers have experimented with different 
management models; learned how to 
recruit, motivate, and retain volunteers; 
and developed strategies to handle reg-
ulatory agencies and respond to media 
coverage. This remarkable evolution, 
Chen reveals, offers important lessons 
for managers in any organization, par-
ticularly in uncertain times.

Katherine K. Chen is assistant professor of sociology at the City College of New York, the 
City University of New York.

Japonica Brown-Saracino is assistant professor in the Department of Sociology and a faculty 
fellow in the Center for Urban Research and Learning at Loyola University Chicago.

Newcomers to older neighborhoods are 
usually perceived as destructive, tearing 
down everything that made the place 
special and attractive. But as A Neighbor-
hood That Never Changes demonstrates, 
many gentrifiers seek to preserve the au-
thentic local flavor of their new homes, 
rather than ruthlessly remake them. 
Drawing on ethnographic research in 
four distinct communities—the Chica-
go neighborhoods of Andersonville and 
Argyle and the New England towns of 
Provincetown and Dresden—Japonica 
Brown-Saracino paints a colorful por-
trait of how residents new and old, from 
wealthy gay homeowners to Portuguese 
fishermen, think about gentrification. 

 The new breed of gentrifiers, 
Brown-Saracino finds, exhibits an acute 
self-consciousness about their role in the 
process and works to minimize gentrifi-
cation’s risks for certain longtime resi-
dents. In an era of rapid change, they 
cherish the unique and fragile, whether 
a dilapidated house, a two-hundred-year-
old landscape, or the presence of people 
deeply rooted in the place they live. Con-
testing many long-standing assumptions 
about gentrification, Brown-Saracino’s 
absorbing study reveals the unexpected 
ways beliefs about authenticity, place, 
and change play out in the social, politi-
cal, and economic lives of very different 
neighborhoods.

Gentrification, Social Preservation, and the Search  
for Authenticity

A Neighborhood That Never Changes

The Organization Behind the Burning Man Event

Enabling Creative Chaos

SOCIOLOGY  ART

SOCIOLOGY

Fieldwork Encounters and Discoveries

“A Neighborhood That Never 

Changes offers a sophisticated 

reinvention of the classic com-

munity study by emphasizing how 

local residents interpret contempo-

rary economic and political forces 

through the lens of culture and the 

imagination of authenticity. Brown-

Saracino’s intellectually ambitious 

and entertaining book adds to the 

burgeoning literature on gentrifi-

cation by slicing through some of 

the assumptions of the field with 

empirical rigor.”
—David Grazian,  

University of pennsylvania
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RobeRt P. FaiRbanks ii

DeboRah b. GoulD

Of the some sixty thousand vacant 
properties in Philadelphia, half of them 
are abandoned row houses. Taken as a 
whole, these derelict homes symbolize 
the city’s plight in the wake of indus-
trial decline. But a closer look reveals a 
remarkable new phenomenon—street-
level entrepreneurs repurposing hun-
dreds of these empty houses as facilities 
for recovering addicts and alcoholics. 
How It Works is a compelling study of 
this recovery house movement and its 
place in the new urban order wrought 
by welfare reform.
 To find out what life is like in these 

recovery houses, Robert P. Fairbanks 
II goes inside one particular home in 
the Kensington neighborhood. Operat-
ing without a license and unregulated 
by any government office, the recovery 
house provides food, shelter, company, 
and a bracing self-help philosophy to 
addicts in an area saturated with drugs 
and devastated by poverty. From this 
starkly vivid close-up, Fairbanks widens 
his lens to reveal the intricate relation-
ships the recovery houses have forged 
with public welfare, the formal drug 
treatment sector, criminal justice insti-
tutions, and local government.

Robert P. Fairbanks ii is assistant professor in the School of Social Service Administration at 
the University of Chicago.

Deborah b. Gould is assistant professor of sociology at the University of Pittsburgh.

In the late 1980s, after a decade spent 
engaged in more routine interest-group 
politics, thousands of lesbians and gay 
men responded to the AIDS crisis by 
defiantly and dramatically taking to the 
streets. But by the early 1990s, the or-
ganization they founded, ACT UP, was 
no more—even as the AIDS epidemic 
raged on. Weaving together interviews 
with activists, extensive research, and 
reflections on the author’s time as a 
member of the organization, Moving 
Politics is the first book to chronicle the 
rise and fall of ACT UP, highlighting a 
key factor in its trajectory: emotion.

 Surprisingly overlooked by many 
scholars of social movements, emotion, 
Gould argues, plays a fundamental 
role in political activism. From anger 
to hope, pride to shame, and solidarity 
to despair, feelings played a significant 
part in ACT UP’s provocative style of 
protest, which included raucous dem-
onstrations, die-ins, and other kinds of 
street theater. Detailing the movement’s 
public triumphs and private setbacks, 
Moving Politics is the definitive account 
of ACT UP’s origin, development, and 
decline as well as a searching look at the 
role of emotion in contentious politics. 

Emotion and ACT UP’s Fight against AIDS

Moving Politics

Recovering Citizens in Post-Welfare Philadelphia
How It Works

SOCIOLOGY
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“Moving Politics is not just a rich 

and rigorous history of aCt uP. it 

is also that rarest of works: one 

that simultaneously breaks new 

empirical ground while challeng-

ing our more general conceptual 

understanding of the subject mat-

ter. Quite simply, it will be hard for 

social movement scholars fol-

lowing Gould to ignore the emo-

tional dimensions and dynamics of 

struggle.”
—Doug Mcadam,  

stanford university
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Celeste Watkins-Hayes

ellen leWin

As the recession worsens, more and 
more Americans must turn to welfare 
to make ends meet. Once inside the 
agency, the newly jobless will face a 
bureaucracy that has undergone mas-
sive change since the advent of welfare 
reform in 1996. A behind-the-scenes 
look at bureaucracy’s human face, The 
New Welfare Bureaucrats is a compelling 
study of welfare officers and how they 
navigate the increasingly tangled po-
litical and emotional terrain of their 
jobs.
 Celeste Watkins-Hayes here re-
veals how welfare reform engendered 
a shift in focus for caseworkers from 
simply providing monetary aid to the 

much more complex process of help-
ing recipients find work. Now that wel-
fare officers are both more intimately 
involved in their clients’ lives and wield 
greater power over their well-being, 
their racial, class, and professional 
identities have become increasingly 
important factors in their work. Based 
on the author’s extensive fieldwork in 
two very different communities in the 
northeast, The New Welfare Bureaucrats 
is a boon to anyone looking to under-
stand the impact of the institutional 
and policy changes wrought by welfare 
reform as well as the subtle social dy-
namics that shape the way welfare is 
meted out at the individual level.

Celeste Watkins-Hayes is assistant professor of sociology and African American studies at 
Northwestern University.

ellen lewin is professor in the departments of women’s studies and anthropology at the 
University of Iowa. She is the author of Recognizing Ourselves: Ceremonies of Lesbian and Gay 

Commitment and Lesbian Mothers: Accounts of Gender in American Culture.

Men are often thought to have less inter-
est in parenting than women, and gay 
men are generally assumed to prefer 
pleasure over responsibility. The toxic 
combination of these two stereotypical 
views has led to a lack of serious atten-
tion being paid to the experiences of 
gay fathers. But the truth is that more 
and more gay men are setting out to 
become parents and succeeding—and 
Gay Fatherhood aims to tell their stories. 
 Ellen Lewin takes as her focus 
people who undertake the difficult pro-
cess of becoming fathers as gay men, 
rather than having become fathers 

while married to women. These men 
face unique challenges in their quest 
for fatherhood, negotiating specific bu-
reaucratic and financial difficulties as 
they pursue adoption or surrogacy and 
juggling questions about their future 
child’s race, age, sex, and health. Gay 
Fatherhood chronicles the lives of these 
men, exploring how they cope with 
political attacks from both the “family 
values” right and the “radical queer” 
left—while also shedding light on the 
evolving meanings of family in twenty-
first-century America.

Narratives of Family and Citizenship in America

Gay Fatherhood

Entanglements of Race, Class, and Policy Reform
The New Welfare Bureaucrats

SOCIOLOGY

GAY AND LESBIAN STUDIES

“Gay Fatherhood is doubly a mag-

nificent achievement: it not only 

offers an exemplary investigation 

into the lived experience of gay 

parenting, but also shows how the 

struggles and triumphs of these 

gay men and their children can act 

as a kind of lens into how american 

cultures more broadly understand 

family, love, responsibility, and 

belonging.”
—tom Boellstorff,  

University of California, irvine

“this is an insightful study of the 

interplay between the formal 

rules of the welfare bureaucracies 

and the discretionary power and 

practices of welfare caseworkers. 

Watkins-Hayes brilliantly docu-

ments the emerging culture of the 

welfare workplace and its effect on 

human service delivery. this timely 

book is a must-read for citizens, 

domestic policy analysts, and 

scholars concerned about strate-

gies to address the plight of the 

truly disadvantaged.”
—William Julius Wilson,  

Harvard University
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Axel NisseN

leo BersANi

The modern idea of Victorians is that 
they were emotionless prudes, impris-
oned by sexual repression and suffocat-
ing social constraints; they expressed 
love and affection only within the 
bounds of matrimony—if at all. And yet, 
a wealth of evidence contradicting this 
idea has been hiding in plain sight for 
close to a century. In Manly Love, Axel 
Nissen turns to the novels and short 
stories of Victorian America to uncover 
the widely overlooked phenomenon of 
passionate friendships between men.
 Nissen’s examination of the lit-
erature of the period brings to light a 
forgotten genre: the fiction of romantic 

friendship. Delving into works by Mark 
Twain, Henry James, William Dean 
Howells, and others, Nissen identifies 
the genre’s unique features and ex-
plores the connections between roman-
tic friendships in literature and in real 
life. Situating love between men at the 
heart of Victorian culture, Nissen radi-
cally alters our understanding of the 
American literary canon. And with its 
deep insights into the emotional and 
intellectual life of the period, Manly 
Love also offers a fresh perspective on 
nineteenth-century America’s attitudes 
toward love, friendship, marriage, and 
sex. 

Axel Nissen is professor of American literature at the University of Oslo and the author of 
several books, including Bret Harte: Prince and Pauper.

leo Bersani is professor emeritus of French at the University of California, Berkeley. He is 
the author of Homos and coauthor, with Adam Phillips, of Intimacies, also published by the 

University of Chicago Press.

Over the course of a distinguished ca-
reer, critic Leo Bersani has tackled a 
range of issues in his writing, and this 
collection gathers together some of 
his finest work. Beginning with one of 
the foundations of queer theory—his 
famous meditation on how sex leads 
to a shattering of the self, “Is the Rec-
tum a Grave?”—this volume charts the 
inspired connections Bersani has made 
between sexuality, psychoanalysis, and 
aesthetics.
 Over the course of these essays, 
Bersani grapples with thinkers ranging 
from Plato to Descartes to Georg Sim-
mel. Foucault and Freud recur as key 
figures, and although Foucault rejected 

psychoanalysis, Bersani contends that by 
considering his ideas alongside Freud’s, 
one gains a clearer understanding of 
human identity and how we relate to 
one another. For Bersani, art represents 
a crucial guide for conceiving new ways 
of connecting to the world, and so, in 
many of these essays, he stresses the im-
portance of aesthetics, analyzing works 
by Jean Genet, Caravaggio, Proust, Pedro 
Almodóvar, and Jean-Luc Godard.
 Documenting over two decades in 
the life of one of the best minds work-
ing in the humanities today, Is the Rec-
tum a Grave? and Other Essays is a unique 
opportunity to explore the fruitful ca-
reer of a formidable intellect.

and Other Essays
Is the Rectum a Grave?

Romantic Friendship in American Fiction

Manly Love
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Praise for Intimacies

“in this fascinating and disturbing 

book, two writers with prose styles 

and intellectual styles that are at 

once famously identifiable and inti-

mately personal celebrate the pos-

sibility of relationships that defy 

identity and undo personality.”
—stephen Greenblatt

 

“This is a beautifully crafted book, 

one that underscores how the social 

life of the psyche is a matter of risk, 

wager, suspense, excitation, bod-

ies, talk, and all manner of things 

both dangerous and sustaining.”
—Judith Butler

“Nissen has trumped nearly every 

other scholar in recapturing and 

elucidating some fundamental pat-

terns of American Victorian culture. 

His engaging, even suspenseful, 

book transported me into those 

times more fully than anything i 

know from outside the period itself, 

such that his insights attain an 

emotional as well as intellectual 

force.”
—John W. Crowley,  

University of Alabama
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Joel B. AltmAn

JuliA A. Stern

Shakespeare’s dramatis personae exist 
in a world of supposition, struggling 
to connect knowledge that cannot be 
had, judgments that must be made, 
and actions that need to be taken.  For 
them, probability—what they and oth-
ers might be persuaded to believe—not 
certainty, governs human affairs. Yet 
negotiating the space of probability is 
fraught with difficulty. Here, Joel B. 
Altman explores the problematics of 
probability and the psychology of per-
suasion in Renaissance rhetoric and 
Shakespeare’s theater. 
 Focusing on the Tragedy of Othello, 
Altman investigates Shakespeare’s rep-

resentation of the self as a specific re-
alization of tensions pervading the rhe-
torical culture in which he was educated 
and practiced his craft. In Altman’s ac-
count, Shakespeare also restrains and 
energizes his audiences’ probabilizing 
capacities, alternately playing the skep-
tical critic and dramaturgic trickster. 
 A monumental work of scholarship 
by one of America’s most respected 
scholars of Renaissance literature, The 
Improbability of Othello contributes fresh 
ideas to our understanding of Shake-
speare’s conception of the self, his shap-
ing of audience response, and the rela-
tionship of actors to his texts.

Joel B. Altman is professor emeritus of English at the University of California, Berkeley, 
and the author of The Tudor Play of Mind: Rhetorical Inquiry and the Development of Elizabethan 

Drama.

Julia A. Stern is associate professor of English and American Studies and the Charles Deering 
McCormick Professor of Teaching Excellence at Northwestern University. She is the author 
of The Plight of Feeling: Sympathy and Dissent in the Early American Novel, also published by the 

University of Chicago Press.

A genteel southern intellectual, salo-
niste, and wife to a prominent colonel 
in Jefferson Davis’s inner circle, Mary 
Chesnut today is remembered best for 
her penetrating Civil War diary. Com-
posed between 1861 and 1865 and re-
vised thoroughly from the late 1870s 
until Chesnut’s death in 1886, the di-
ary was published first in 1905, again 
in 1949, and later, to great acclaim, in 
1981. This complicated literary history 
and the questions that attend it—which 
edition represents the real Chesnut? To 
what genre does this text belong?—may 
explain why the document largely has, 
until now, been overlooked in literary 
studies.
 Julia A. Stern’s critical analysis 

returns Chesnut to her rightful place 
among American writers. In Mary Ches-
nut’s Civil War Epic, Stern argues that 
the revised diary offers the most tren-
chant literary account of race and slav-
ery until the work of Faulkner and that, 
along with his Yoknapatawpha novels, 
it constitutes one of the two great Civil 
War epics of the American canon. By 
restoring Chesnut’s 1880s revision to its 
complex, multidecade cultural context, 
Stern argues both for Chesnut’s reinser-
tion into the pantheon of nineteenth-
century American letters and for her 
centrality to the literary history of wom-
en’s writing as it evolved from sentimen-
tal to tragic to realist forms.

Mary Chesnut’s Civil War Epic

Rhetorical Anthropology and Shakespearean Selfhood
The Improbability of Othello

LITERARY CRITICISM
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“Agile, knowledgeable, and venture-

some, Stern provides yet another 

reason for scholars and fellow 

travelers to see Chesnut’s recrafted 

pages as a literary triumph, a back-

ward glance through an epic lens to 

Confederate defeat in the making.”
—Kathleen Diffley,  
university of iowa

“For thirty years, Joel Altman’s 

foundational thinking about tudor 

drama has inspired scholars work-

ing at the boundaries of rhetoric, 

literature, and law. His brilliant 

and complex new study will have 

an even greater impact. Combin-

ing great erudition and conceptual 

sophistication with a dazzling 

sensitivity to literary language as 

an instrument of psychological and 

ethical meaning, The Improbability 

of Othello is a magisterial contri-

bution to Shakespeare and early 

modern studies, to the histories 

of rhetoric and culture, and to the 

genealogy of self and subjectivity.”
—Bradin Cormack,  

university of Chicago
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Rachel adams

JeffRey Knapp

North America is more a political and 
an economic invention than a place 
people call home. Nonetheless, the re-
gion shared by the United States and its 
closest neighbors is an intriguing frame 
for comparative American studies. Con-
tinental Divides is the first book to study 
the patterns of contact, exchange, con-
flict, and disavowal among  cultures 
that span the borders of Canada, the 
United States, and Mexico.  
 Rachel Adams considers a broad 
range of literary, filmic, and visual texts 
that exemplify cultural traffic across 
North American borders. She inves-
tigates how our understanding of key 
themes, genres, and periods within 

U.S. cultural study is deepened, and in 
some cases transformed, when Canada 
and Mexico enter the picture. How, for 
example, does the work of the iconic 
American writer Jack Kerouac read dif-
ferently when his Franco-American ori-
gins and Mexican travels are taken into 
account? Or how would our conception 
of American modernism be altered if 
Mexico were positioned as a center of ar-
tistic and political activity? In this engag-
ing analysis, Adams charts the lengthy 
and often unrecognized traditions of 
neighborly exchange, both hostile and 
amicable, that have left an imprint on 
North America’s varied cultures.

Rachel adams is associate professor of English at Columbia University and the author of 
Sideshow U.S.A.: Freaks and the American Cultural Imagination, also published by the  

University of Chicago Press.

Jeffrey Knapp is Chancellor’s Professor of English at the University of California, Berkeley, 
and the author of Shakespeare’s Tribe: Church, Nation, and Theater in Renaissance England.

Four decades of controversy in Shake-
speare studies can be summed up in a 
single question: Was Shakespeare one 
of a kind? On one side of the debate 
are the Shakespeare lovers, the bar-
dolatrists, who advocate Shakespeare’s 
unique eminence as an author. On 
the other side are the theater histori-
ans who view Shakespeare’s greatness 
as a post-facto construction. For these 
scholars, the bardolatrous emphasis on 
“Shakespeare only” is itself a form of 
denial that blinds us to the inescapably 
social nature of drama.              
 Jeffrey Knapp shows that the in-
dividualizing and the historicizing 
perspectives on Shakespeare can be 

dynamically combined. In Shakespeare 
Only, Knapp pursues a historiographi-
cal analysis of Shakespeare to investi-
gate key questions about the nature of 
Renaissance authorship. He ultimately 
argues that Shakespeare tried to adapt 
his own singular ambition to the collab-
orative enterprise of drama by imagin-
ing the playwright as embodying the di-
verse, fractious energies of the popular 
theater. Rewriting our current histories 
of authorship as well as Renaissance 
drama, Shakespeare Only revives a sense 
of the creative force that mass enter-
tainment exerted on Shakespeare and 
that Shakespeare exerted on mass en-
tertainment.

Shakespeare Only

Remapping the Cultures of North America
Continental Divides

LITERARY CRITICISM
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praise for Shakespeare’s Tribe

“Knapp’s capacity to interrogate 

prevailing assumptions through a 

blend of original scholarship and 

breathtaking insight will have a 

widespread and salutary effect 

on the field. . . . This is a remark-

able and substantial book that will 

hold a signal place in the critical 

conversation about religion and the 

early modern stage for many years 

to come.”
—michael schoenfeldt,  

Shakespeare Studies

“a powerful work of scholarship, 

Continental Divides will become a 

model for reconceiving american 

literature, culture, and history in 

a complex international context. 

adams’s work on north american 

literature and culture will be highly 

significant.”
—José david saldivar,  

University of california, Berkeley
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Edited by MarjoriE PErloff and Craig Dworkin

DaniEl Tiffany

Sound—one of the central elements of 
poetry—finds itself all but ignored in 
the current discourse on lyric forms. 
The essays collected here by Marjorie 
Perloff and Craig Dworkin break that 
critical silence to readdress some of the 
fundamental connections between po-
etry and sound—connections that go 
far beyond traditional metrical studies.  
 Ranging from medieval Latin lyr-
ics to a cyborg opera, sixteenth-century 
France to twentieth-century Brazil, 
romantic ballads to the contemporary 
avant-garde, The Sound of Poetry / The 
Poetry of Sound explores such subjects 
as the translatability of lyric sound, the 
historical and cultural roles of rhyme, 
the role of sound repetition in novel-
istic prose, the connections between 
“sound poetry” and music and between 

the visual and the auditory, the role 
of the body in performance, and the 
impact of recording technologies on 
the lyric voice. Along the way, the es-
says take on the “ensemble discords” 
of Maurice Scève’s Délie, Ezra Pound’s 
use of “Chinese whispers,” the alchemi-
cal theology of Hugo Ball’s Dada per-
formances, Jean Cocteau’s modernist 
radiophonics, and an intercultural ac-
count of the poetry reading as a kind 
of dubbing. 
 A genuinely comparatist study, The 
Sound of Poetry / The Poetry of Sound is 
designed to challenge current precon-
ceptions about what Susan Howe has 
called “articulations of sound forms in 
time” as they have transformed the ex-
panded poetic field of the twenty-first 
century.

Marjorie Perloff is professor emerita of English at Stanford University and the author of 
many books, including Wittgenstein’s Ladder and The Futurist Moment, both published by the 
University of Chicago Press. Craig Dworkin is associate professor of English at the Univer-

sity of Utah and the author, most recently, of Language to Cover a Page: The Early  
Writings of Vito Acconci.

Daniel Tiffany is the author of two books of criticism, including Toy Medium: Materialism 
and Modern Lyric, and a volume of poetry, Puppet Wardrobe. He teaches at the University of 

Southern California.

Poetry has long been regarded as the 
least accessible of literary genres. But 
how much does the obscurity that 
confounds the reader of a poem dif-
fer from, say, the slang or patois that 
captivates listeners of hip-hop? Infidel 
Poetics examines not only the shared in-
comprehensibilities of poetry and slang 
but also poetry’s genetic relation to the 
spectacle of underground culture.
 Charting connections between 
lyric obscurity, vernacular speech, and 
types of social relations—networks of 
darkened streets in preindustrial cities, 
the historical underworld of taverns and 
clubs, and the subcultures of the avant-
garde—Daniel Tiffany shows that poetic 

obscurity has functioned for hundreds 
of years as a medium of alternative so-
cieties. For example, he discovers in the 
submerged tradition of canting poetry 
and its eccentric genres—thieves’ car-
ols, drinking songs, beggars’ chants—a 
genealogy of modern nightlife, but also 
a visible underworld of social and ver-
bal substance, a demimonde for sale. 
 Ranging from Anglo-Saxon riddles 
to Emily Dickinson, from the icy logos of 
Parmenides to the monadology of Leib-
niz, from Mother Goose to modernism, 
Infidel Poetics offers an exhilarating ac-
count of the subversive power of obscu-
rity in word, substance, and deed.

Riddles, Nightlife, Substance
Infidel Poetics

The Sound of Poetry / The Poetry of Sound
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Praise for Toy Medium

“one of the most fascinating pieces 

of literary and cultural criticism to 

appear in the last decade. . . . al-

ways interesting and challenging, 

this book is a reminder that literary 

and cultural criticism can actually 

be stimulating, less routinized, and 

daring.”
—Virginia Quarterly Review
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karla oeler

Paul Henley

The dark shadows and offscreen space 
that force us to imagine violence we 
cannot see. The real slaughter of ani-
mals spliced with the fictional killing 
of men. The missing countershot from 
the murder victim’s point of view. Such 
images, or absent images, Karla Oeler 
contends, distill how the murder scene 
challenges and changes film.  
 Reexamining works by such film-
makers as Renoir, Hitchcock, Kubrick, 
Jarmusch, and Eisenstein, Oeler traces 
the murder scene’s intricate connec-
tions to the great breakthroughs in 
the theory and practice of montage 
and the formulation of the rules and 

syntax of Hollywood genre. She argues 
that murder plays such a central role 
in film because it mirrors, on multiple 
levels, the act of cinematic representa-
tion. Death and murder at once eradi-
cate life and call attention to its former 
existence, just as cinema conveys both 
the reality and the absence of the ob-
jects it depicts. But murder shares with 
cinema not only this interplay between 
presence and absence, movement and 
stillness: unlike death, killing entails 
the deliberate reduction of a singular 
subject to a disposable object. Like cin-
ema, it involves a crucial choice about 
what to cut and what to keep.

karla oeler is associate professor of film studies at Emory University.

Paul Henley is director of the Granada Centre for Visual Anthropology, professor of visual 
anthropology at the University of Manchester, and a documentary filmmaker. 

Though relatively unsung in the 
English-speaking world, Jean Rouch 
(1917–2004) was a towering figure of 
ethnographic cinema. Over the course 
of a fifty-year career, he completed over 
one hundred films, both documentary 
and fictional, and exerted an influence 
far beyond academia. Exhaustively re-
searched yet elegantly written, The Ad-
venture of the Real is the first comprehen-
sive analysis of his practical filmmaking 
methods.
 Rouch developed these methods 
while conducting anthropological re-

search in West Africa in the 1940s and 
’50s. His innovative use of unscripted 
improvisation by his subjects had a pro-
found impact on the French New Wave, 
Paul Henley reveals, while his documen-
tary work launched the genre of cinema  
vérité. In addition to tracking Rouch’s 
pioneering career, Henley examines 
the technical strategies, aesthetic con-
siderations, and ethical positions that 
contribute to Rouch’s cinematographic 
legacy. Featuring over 150 images, The 
Adventure of the Real is an essential intro-
duction to Rouch’s work. 

Jean Rouch and the Craft of Ethnographic Cinema
The Adventure of the Real

Violent Scenes and Film Form

A Grammar of Murder

film

anthropology  film

“This is a splendid book—well 

researched, original, and lucidly 

written. I have no doubt it will 

become a classic: the single 

indispensable book on rouch and 

his work. Henley provides a vast 

amount of information, detailed 

analyses of many of rouch’s films, 

and above all a subtle and probing 

discussion of rouch’s ‘praxis.’ The 

book is particularly illuminating 

as to rouch’s working methods, 

which only a practicing filmmaker 

with a gift for analysis and a fund 

of personal experience could have 

carried off—a rare combination.”
—David MacDougall,  

australian national university

“karla oeler exhibits a lively, 

searching, and penetrating intel-

ligence. In A Grammar of Murder 

she takes a fresh and illuminating 

look at various representations 

of violence—their form as well as 

their content—in films ranging from 

the Soviet montage school to Jean 

renoir, from classical Hollywood 

to the work of such mavericks as 

Stanley kubrick and Jim Jarmusch.”
—Gilberto Perez,  

Sarah lawrence College
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Edited by AnnEgrEt FAusEr and MArk EvErist

Annegret Fauser is professor of music at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 
Mark Everist is professor of music at the University of Southampton.

Opera and musical theater dominated 
French culture in the 1800s, and the 
influential stage music that emerged 
from this period helped make Paris, as 
Walter Benjamin put it, the “capital of 
the nineteenth century.” The fullest ac-
count available of this artistic ferment 
and its international impact, Music, 
Theater, and Cultural Transfer explores 
the diverse institutions that shaped Pa-
risian music and extended its influence 
across Europe, the Americas, and Aus-
tralia.
 The contributors to this volume, 
who work in fields ranging from lit-
erature to theater to musicology, focus 

on the city’s musical theater scene as 
a whole rather than on individual the-
aters or repertories. Their broad range 
enables their collective examination of 
the ways in which all aspects of perfor-
mance and reception were affected by 
the transfer of works, performers, and 
management models from one envi-
ronment to another. By focusing on 
this interplay between institutions and 
individuals, the authors illuminate the 
tension between institutional conven-
tions and artistic creation during the 
heady period when Parisian stage music 
reached its zenith.

Paris, 1830–1914
Music, Theater, and Cultural Transfer

MUSIC

ISBN-13: 978-0-226-23926-2 
Cloth $55.00s/£38.00

DeCeMber 440 p., 37 halftones,  
5 musical examples, 16 tables 7 x 10

Contributors
Olivier Bara, katharine Ellis, 

Mark Everist, Annegret Fauser, 

David grayson, Diana r. Hall-

man, rebecca Harris-Warrick, 

sarah Hibberd, steven Hueb-

ner, Arnold Jacobshagen, Peter 

Lamothe, Alicia C. Levin, ralph 

P. Locke, kerry Murphy, Marian 

smith, and Lesley Wright
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Edited and Translated by Maria Galli Stampino
Lucrezia MarineLLa

edited by richard Sherr

Lucrezia Marinella (1571–1653) is, by 
all accounts, a phenomenon in early 
modernity: a woman who wrote and 
published in many genres, whose fame 
shone brightly within and outside her 
native Venice, and whose voice is si-
multaneously original and reflective 
of her time and culture. In Enrico; or, 
Byzantium Conquered, one of the most 
ambitious and rewarding of her numer-
ous narrative works, Marinella demon-
strates her skill as an epic poet.
 Now available for the first time in 
English translation, Enrico retells the 

story of the conquest of Byzantium in 
the Fourth Crusade. Marinella inter-
sperses historical events in her account 
of the invasion with numerous invented 
episodes, drawing on the rich imagina-
tive legacy of the chivalric romance. 
Fast-moving, colorful, and narrated 
with the zest that characterizes Marinel-
la’s other works, this poem is a great ex-
ample of a woman engaging critically 
with a quintessentially masculine form 
and subject matter, writing in a genre 
in which the work of women poets was 
typically shunned.  

Maria Galli Stampino is associate professor of Italian and French at the University of Miami. 
She is the author of Staging the Pastoral: Tasso’s “Aminta” and the Emergence of Modern Western 

Theater.

richard Sherr is the Caroline L. Wall ’27 Professor of Music at Smith College.

Donated in the late fifteenth century to 
the papal choir, the musical manuscript 
Cappella Sistina 14 reflects a new style of 
mass composition used by some of the 
era’s most noted composers. Masses for 
the Sistine Chapel makes the complete 
contents of Cappella Sistina 14—held in 
the Vatican Library—available for the 
first time.
 Featuring fifteen masses and four 
mass fragments, this volume includes 
works by such composers as Guillaume 

Du Fay, Johannes Ockeghem, and An-
toine Busnoys. In a comprehensive in-
troduction and critical commentary on 
each work, Richard Sherr places the 
choirbook in its historical context, de-
scribing its physical makeup as well as 
the repertory. Sherr’s critical edition of 
this celebrated manuscript finally pro-
vides the insight necessary to inform 
future performances and recordings of 
its influential contents.

Vatican City, Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana,  
Cappella Sistina, MS 14

Masses for the Sistine Chapel

A Heroic Poem

Enrico; or, Byzantium Conquered

EUROPEAN HISTORY  LITERATURE
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Monuments of Renaissance Music

The Other Voice in Early 
Modern Europe
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Edited, Translated, and with an Introduction by Don Harrán

Sarra Copia Sulam

Edited and with an Introduction by Judith P. Zinsser   
Translated by Isabelle Bour and Judith P. Zinsser

EmiliE Du ChâtElEt

The first Jewish woman to leave her 
mark as a writer and intellectual, Sarra 
Copia Sulam (1600?–41) was doubly 
tainted in the eyes of early modern soci-
ety by her religion and her gender. This 
remarkable woman, who until now has 
been relatively neglected by modern 
scholarship, was a unique figure in Ital-
ian cultural life, opening her home in 
the Venetian ghetto to Jews and Chris-
tians alike as a literary salon. 
 For this bilingual edition, Don 
Harrán has collected all of Sulam’s 
previously scattered writings—letters, 

sonnets, a manifesto—into a single 
volume. Harrán has also assembled all 
extant correspondence and poetry that 
was addressed to Sulam, as well as all 
known contemporary references to her, 
making them available to Anglophone 
readers for the first time. Featuring rich 
biographical and historical notes that 
place Sulam in her cultural context, 
this volume will provide readers with in-
sight into the thought and creativity of a 
woman who dared to express herself in 
the male-dominated, overwhelmingly 
Catholic Venice of her time.

Don harrán is the Artur Rubinstein Professor Emeritus of Musicology at the Hebrew  
University of Jersualem. He is the author of many books, including Salamone Rossi: Jewish 

Musician in Late Renaissance Mantua.

Judith p. Zinsser is professor of history and an affiliate in the women’s studies program at 
Miami University. She is the author of Emilie Du Châtelet: Daring Genius of the Enlightenment. 

isabelle Bour is professor of eighteenth-century English studies at the Sorbonne.

Though most historians remember 
her as the mistress of Voltaire, Emilie 
Du Châtelet (1706–49) was an accom-
plished writer in her own right, who pub-
lished multiple editions of her scientific 
writings during her lifetime, as well as a 
translation of Newton’s Principia Math-
ematica that is still the standard edition 
of that work in French. Had she been a 
man, her reputation as a member of the 
eighteenth-century French intellectual 
elite would have been assured.
 In the 1970s, feminist historians of 
science began the slow work of recover-

ing Du Châtelet’s writings and her con-
tributions to history and philosophy. 
For this edition, Judith P. Zinsser has se-
lected key sections from Du Châtelet’s 
published and unpublished works, as 
well as related correspondence, part of 
her little-known critique of the Old and 
New Testaments, and a treatise on hap-
piness that is a refreshingly uncensored 
piece of autobiography—making all of 
them available for the first time in Eng-
lish. The resulting volume will recover 
Du Châtelet’s place in the pantheon of 
French letters and culture.  

Selected Philosophical and Scientific Writings

The Works of Sarra Copia Sulam in Verse and Prose  
Along with Writings of Her Contemporaries in Her Praise, 

Condemnation, or Defense

Jewish Poet and Intellectual in  
Seventeenth-Century Venice
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Edited by RichaRd B. FREEman and KathRyn L. Shaw

In recent years, globalization and the 
expansion of information technologies 
have reshaped managerial practices, 
forcing multinational firms to adjust 
business practices to different envi-
ronments and domestic companies to 
adjust to their foreign competitors. 
In International Differences in the Busi-
ness Practices and Productivity of Firms, 
a distinguished group of contribu-
tors examines the phenomenon of 
widespread differences in managerial 
practices across firms, establishments 
within firms, and countries.

 This volume brings together eight 
studies that combine qualitative and 
quantitative insider analysis of busi-
ness practices such as the use of teams, 
incentive pay, lean manufacturing, and 
quality control, revealing the elements 
that determine which practices are ad-
opted and why. International Differences 
in the Business Practices and Productivity 
of Firms offers a much-needed model 
for measuring the productivity and 
performance of international firms in 
a fast-paced global economy.

Richard B. Freeman holds the Herbert Ascherman Chair in Economics at Harvard Univer-
sity and is currently serving as faculty director of the Labor and Worklife Program at the 

Harvard Law School. He is director of the Labor Studies Program at the NBER.  
Kathryn L. Shaw is the Ernest C. Arbuckle Professor of Economics at Stanford  

University’s Graduate School of Business.  

International Differences in the Business 
Practices and Productivity of Firms

RoBERt GERoch

Robert Geroch is professor in the Department of Physics at the University of Chicago and 
the author of General Relativity from A to B and Mathematical Physics, both published by the  

University of Chicago Press. 

Computation is the process of applying 
a procedure or algorithm to the solu-
tion of a mathematical problem. Math-
ematicians and physicists have been 
occupied for many decades pondering 
which problems can be solved by which 
procedures, and, for those that can be 
solved, how this can most efficiently 
be done. In recent years, quantum 
mechanics has augmented our under-
standing of the process of computation 
and of its limitations.
 Perspectives in Computation covers 
three broad topics: the computation 
process and its limitations, the search 
for computational efficiency, and the 
role of quantum mechanics in com-

putation. The emphasis is theoretical; 
Robert Geroch asks what can be done, 
and what, in principle, are the limita-
tions on what can be done. Geroch 
guides readers through these topics 
by combining general discussions of 
broader issues with precise mathemati-
cal formulations—as well as through 
examples of how computation works.
 Requiring little technical knowl-
edge of mathematics or physics, Perspec-
tives in Computation will serve both ad-
vanced undergraduates and graduate 
students in mathematics and physics, as 
well as other scientists working in adja-
cent fields.

Perspectives in Computation

National Bureau of Economic 
Research Conference Report
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Praise for General Relativity from  
A to B

“a beautiful little book. . . . it suc-

ceeds so well because Geroch 

believes that ‘physics is a human 

activity’ and wants to share some 

of its joy with others.”
—Physics Today
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edited by DaviD H. autor

edited by JorDi GalÍ and Mark Gertler

From the traditional craft hiring hall 
to the Web site Monster.com, a multi-
tude of institutions exist to facilitate 
the matching of workers with firms. 
The diversity of such labor market in-
termediaries encompasses criminal 
records providers, public employment 
offices, labor unions, temporary help 
agencies, and centralized medical resi-
dency matches. Studies of Labor Market 
Intermediation analyzes how these third-
party actors intercede where workers 
and firms meet, thereby aiding, imped-
ing, and, in some cases, exploiting the 
matching process. 

 By building a conceptual founda-
tion for analyzing the roles that these 
understudied economic actors serve 
in the labor market, this volume devel-
ops both a qualitative and quantitative 
sense of their significance to market 
operation and worker welfare. Cross-
national in scope, Studies of Labor Market 
Intermediation is distinctive in coalescing 
research on a set of market institutions 
that are typically treated as isolated en-
tities, thus setting a research agenda for 
analyzing the changing shape of em-
ployment in an era of rapid globaliza-
tion and technological change. 

David H. autor is professor of economics at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

Jordi Galí is director and senior researcher at the Center for Research in International  
Economics and professor of economics at Universitat Pompeu Fabra in Barcelona.  

Mark Gertler is the Henry and Lucy Moses Professor of Economics and chairman of the 
economics department at New York University.

United States monetary policy has tra-
ditionally been modeled under the as-
sumption that the domestic economy 
is immune to international factors and 
exogenous shocks. Such an assump-
tion is increasingly unrealistic in the 
age of integrated capital markets, tight-
ened links between national economies, 
and reduced trading costs. International 
Dimensions of Monetary Policy brings to-
gether fresh research to address the re-
percussions of the continuing evolution 
toward globalization for the conduct of 
monetary policy.

 In this comprehensive book, the 
contributors examine the real and po-
tential effects of increased openness 
and exposure to international econom-
ic dynamics from a variety of perspec-
tives. Their findings reveal that central 
banks continue to decisively influence 
domestic economic outcomes—even 
inflation—suggesting that interna-
tional factors may have a limited role 
in national performance. International 
Dimensions of Monetary Policy will lead 
the way in analyzing monetary policy 
measures in complex economies.

International Dimensions of Monetary Policy

Studies of Labor Market Intermediation

ECONOMICS

National Bureau of Economic 
Research Conference Report
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Edited by AlAn B. KruEgEr

Surely everyone wants to know the 
source of happiness—and indeed, 
economists and social scientists are in-
creasingly interested in the study and 
effects of subjective well-being. Putting 
forward a new method for measuring, 
comparing, and analyzing the relation-
ship between happiness and the way 
people spend their time—across coun-
tries, regions, and history—this book 
will help set the agenda for research.
 It does so by introducing the sys-
tem of National Time Accounting 
(NTA), which relies on individuals’ 
own evaluations of their emotional ex-

periences during various uses of time, 
a distinct improvement in measuring 
well-being from objective measures 
such as the Gross National Product. A 
distinguished group of contributors 
here summarize the NTA methodol-
ogy, provide illustrative findings about 
happiness based on NTA, and subject 
the system to a rigorous conceptual 
and methodological critique that only 
strengthens the approach. As subjective 
well-being is topical in economics, psy-
chology, and other social sciences, this 
book should have cross-disciplinary ap-
peal.

Alan B. Krueger is the Bendheim Professor of Economics and Public Affairs at  
Princeton University.

National Accounts of Time Use and Well-Being

Measuring the Subjective Well-Being  
of Nations

Edited by JonAthAn gruBEr

Jonathan gruber is professor and associate head of the Department of Economics at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology and director of the Program on Children at the 

NBER, where he is a research associate.

One of the most important public pol-
icy issues in the United States is how 
to improve the life prospects of disad-
vantaged youth who, in their formative 
years, face low-quality school systems, 
poor access to health care, and high-
crime environments. The Problems of Dis-
advantaged Youth includes a broad range 
of research examining various aspects 
of disadvantage and ways of increasing 
the ability of low-income youths to im-
prove their circumstances later in life. 
 Taking an empirical economics per-
spective, the nine essays in this volume 

assess the causal impacts of disadvan-
tage on youth outcomes, and how policy 
interventions can alleviate those effects. 
Each chapter develops a framework to 
describe the relationship between youths 
and later life outcomes, addressing such 
factors as educational opportunity, 
health, neighborhood crime rates, and 
employment. This vital book documents 
the serious short- and long-term nega-
tive consequences of childhood disad-
vantage and provides nuanced evidence 
of the impact of public policy designed 
to help needy children.

An Economic Perspective
The Problems of Disadvantaged Youth

ECONOMICS

National Bureau of Economic 
Research Conference Report

ISBN-13: 978-0-226-45456-6 
Cloth $75.00x/£51.50

NOvEMbEr 416 p., 1 halftone,  
30 line drawings, 74 tables 6 x 9

ECONOMICS

National Bureau of Economic 
Research Conference Report

ISBN-13: 978-0-226-30945-3 
Cloth $110.00x/£76.00

NOvEMbEr 496 p., 21 line drawings, 
89 tables 6 x 9

64

http://www.press.uchicago.edu/presssite/metadata.epl?mode=synopsis&bookkey=409675
http://www.press.uchicago.edu/presssite/metadata.epl?mode=synopsis&bookkey=399161


Edited by JEffrEy r. Brown and JamEs m. potErBa

w. Erwin DiEwErt, John GrEEnlEEs, and CharlEs r. hultEn

Tax Policy and the Economy publishes 
current academic research findings on 
taxation and government spending that 
have both immediate bearing on policy 
debates and longer-term interest. The 
articles in Volume 23 address a range of 
topics, including Social Security, under-

standing corporate tax losses, the influ-
ence of globalization on the design of a 
tax system, and the question of whether 
federal provision of goods and services 
crowds out their provision by lower lev-
els of government or the private sector.

Jeffery r. Brown is the William G. Karnes Professor of Finance at the University of Illinois 
at Urbana-Champaign and a research associate of the NBER. James m. poterba is professor 
of economics and head of the Department of Economics at the Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology, as well as director of the NBER Public Economics Research Program.

w. Erwin Diewert is professor in the Department of Economics at the University of British 
Columbia and a research associate of the NBER. John Greenlees is a research economist 

and former associate commissioner for prices and living conditions at the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. Charles r. hulten is professor of economics at the University of Maryland and a 

research associate of the NBER.

Although inflation is much feared for 
its negative effects on the economy, 
how to measure it is a matter of consid-
erable debate that has important im-
plications for interest rates, monetary 
supply, and investment and spending 
decisions. Underlying many of these is-
sues is the concept of the Cost-of-Living 
Index (COLI) and its controversial role 
as the methodological foundation for 

the Consumer Price Index. 
 Price Index Concepts and Measure-
ments brings together leading experts 
to address the many questions involved 
in conceptualizing and measuring in-
flation. They evaluate the accuracy of 
COLI, a Cost-of-Goods Index, and a 
variety of other methodological frame-
works as the bases for consumer price 
construction. 

Price Index Concepts and Measurement

Tax Policy and the Economy, Volume 23

Crime and Justice, Volume 38
Edited by miChaEl tonry

Since 1979, Crime and Justice has pre-
sented an annual review of the latest in-
ternational research, providing exper-
tise to enhance the work of sociologists, 
psychologists, criminal lawyers, justice 
scholars, and political scientists. The 

series explores a full range of issues 
concerning crime, its causes, and its 
cure. Volume 38 covers criminal justice 
issues from the effects of parental im-
prisonment on children to economists 
and crime. 

michael tonry is director of the Institute on Crime and Public Policy and the Sonofsky 
Professor of Law and Public Policy at the University of Minnesota. He is also a senior fellow 

at the Netherlands Institute for the Study of Crime and Law Enforcement. 
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Winner of the National Book Critics  
Circle Award

“Lerer’s Olympian survey of more than 

2,000 years leaves the reader with a stim-

ulating vision of history. . . . His narrative 

swells and ebbs like a symphony. . . . To 

find Pilgrim’s Progress and Weetzie Bat in 

a single volume is itself a pleasure.”
—Michael Sims,  

Washington Post Book World
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Paper $19.00/£13.00
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Seth Lerer is dean of arts and humanities at the University of California, San 
Diego. He is the author of many books, including Inventing English: A Portable 
History of the Language, and the editor of several collections, including The Yale 
Companion to Chaucer.

A Reader’s History from Aesop to 
Harry Potter

Children’s  
Literature

SeTH Lerer

Ever since children have learned to read, there has been chil-

dren’s literature. Seth Lerer here charts the makings of the 

Western literary imagination from Aesop’s fables to Mother 

Goose, from Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland to Peter Pan, from Where 

the Wild Things Are to Harry Potter. 

 The only single-volume work to capture the rich and diverse history 

of children’s literature in its full panorama, this extraordinary book  

reveals why J. R. R. Tolkien, Dr. Seuss, Laura Ingalls Wilder, Beatrix 

Potter, and many others, despite their divergent styles and subject mat-

ter, have all resonated with generations of readers. Children’s Literature 

is an exhilarating quest across centuries, continents, and genres to 

discover how, and why, we first fall in love with the written word. 

 “Lerer has accomplished something magical. Unlike the many 

handbooks to children’s literature that synopsize, evaluate, or otherwise 

guide adults in the selection of materials for children, this work presents 

a true critical history of the genre. . . . Scholarly, erudite, and all but 

exhaustive, it is also entertaining and accessible. Lerer takes his subject 

seriously without making it dull.”—Library Journal, starred review

 “Lerer’s history reminds us of the wealth of literature written 

during the past 2,600 years. . . . With his vast and multidimensional 

knowledge of literature, he underscores the vital role it plays in form-

ing a child’s imagination. We are made, he suggests, by the books we 

read.”—San Francisco Chronicle

 “There are dazzling chapters on John Locke and Empire, and 

nonsense, and Darwin, but Lerer’s most interesting chapter focuses on 

girls’ fiction. . . . A brilliant series of readings.”—Diane Purkiss, Times 

Literary Supplement

66

http://www.press.uchicago.edu/presssite/metadata.epl?mode=synopsis&bookkey=274200


“A film-by-film chronicling of the profession-

al, yet passionate, Ebert-Scorsese relation-

ship. . . . A work of obvious affection, even 

adoration, what might surprise readers 

most is how Scorsese by Ebert emerges as 

a work of profound identification.”
—Time

FILM
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Roger Ebert is the Pulitzer Prize–winning film critic of the Chicago Sun-Times. 
Starting in 1975, he cohosted a long-running weekly movie review program 
on television, first with Gene Siskel and then with Richard Roeper. He is the 
author of numerous books on film, including The Great Movies, The Great  
Movies II, and Awake in the Dark: The Best of Roger Ebert, the last published by 
the University of Chicago Press.

With a Foreword by Martin Scorsese

Scorsese by Ebert
RogER EbERt

Roger Ebert wrote the first film review that director Martin 

Scorsese ever received—for 1967’s I Call First, later renamed 

Who’s That Knocking at My Door—creating a lasting bond that 

made him one of Scorsese’s most appreciative and perceptive commen-

tators. Scorsese by Ebert offers the first record of America’s most respect-

ed film critic’s engagement with the works of America’s greatest living 

director, chronicling every single feature film in Scorsese’s consider-

able oeuvre, from his aforementioned debut to his 2008 release, the 

Rolling Stones documentary Shine a Light.

 In the course of eleven interviews done over almost forty years, 

the book also includes Scorsese’s own insights on both his accomplish-

ments and disappointments. Ebert has also written and included six 

new reconsiderations of the director’s less commented upon films, as 

well as a substantial introduction that provides a framework for under-

standing both Scorsese and his profound impact on American cinema.

 “Given their career-long back-and-forth, this collection makes 

perfect sense. . . . In these reconsiderations, Ebert invites us into his 

thought processes, letting us see not just what he thinks, but how he 

forms his opinions. Ebert’s insights into Scorsese are terrific, but this 

book offers the bonus of further insights into Ebert himself.”—Time 

Out Chicago

 “Ebert, film critic for the Chicago Sun-Times, is an unabashed fan 

of Scorsese, whom he considers ‘the most gifted director of his genera-

tion.’ . . . Of special note are interviews with Scorsese over a twenty-

five-year period, in which the director candidly discusses his body of 

work.”—Publishers Weekly
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“These images endure, not as relics of the 

past but as vital, living documents. We 

stare, the images stare back, and recogni-

tion flashes in our eyes.”
—louis P. Masur,  

Los Angeles Times

HISTORY  PHOTOGRaPHY
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Anne Whiston spirn is professor of landscape architecture at the  
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. A photographer herself, she is the  
author of The Granite Garden: Urban Nature and Human Design and The  
Language of Landscape. 

Dorothea Lange’s Photographs and 
Reports from the Field

Daring to Look
AnnE WhisTon sPirn

Daring to Look presents never-before-published photos and 

captions from Dorothea Lange’s fieldwork in California, the 

Pacific Northwest, and North Carolina during 1939. Lange’s 

images of squatter camps, benighted farmers, and stark landscapes are 

stunning, and her captions—which range from simple explanations 

of settings to historical notes and biographical sketches—add unex-

pected depth, bringing her subjects and their struggles unforgettably 

to life, often in their own words. 

 When Lange was dismissed from the Farm Security Administra-

tion at the end of 1939, these photos and field notes were consigned to 

archives, where they languished, rarely seen. With Daring to Look, Anne 

Whiston Spirn not only returns them to the public eye, but sets them 

in the context of Lange’s pioneering life, work, and struggle for critical 

recognition—firmly placing Lange in her rightful position at the fore-

front of American photography.

 “A thoughtful and meticulously researched account of Lange’s 

career. . . . Spirn, a photographer herself, traces Lange’s path, visit-

ing her locations and subjects in a fascinating series of ‘then and now’ 

shots.”—Publishers Weekly

 “Dorothea Lange has long been regarded as one of the most 

brilliant photographic witnesses we have ever had to the peoples and 

landscapes of America, but until now no one has fully appreciated the 

richness with which she wove images together with words to convey 

her insights about this nation. We are lucky indeed that Anne Whiston 

Spirn, herself a gifted photographer and writer, has now recovered 

Lange’s field notes and woven them into a rich tapestry of texts and  

images to help us reflect anew on Lange’s extraordinary body of 

work.”—William Cronon, author of Nature’s Metropolis
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“Beautifully written and impeccably—per-

haps obsessively—researched: important 

reading for anyone interested in inescap-

able fascinations.”
—Kirkus Reviews 

“A witty and interesting historical tour of a 

fascinating subject.”
—Ian Brooks,  

Nature 

HISTORY  MEDICINE
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Lennard J. Davis is professor in the Departments of English, Disability and 
Human Development, and Medical Education at the University of Illinois at 
Chicago. He is the author of The Disability Studies Reader, among other books.

A History

Obsession
LennArD J. DAvIs

We live in an age of obsession. Not only are we hopelessly 

devoted to our work, strangely addicted to our favorite 

television shows, and desperately impassioned about our 

cars, we admire obsession in others: we demand that lovers be infatu-

ated with one another in films, we respond to the passion of single-

minded musicians, we cheer on driven athletes. To be obsessive is to be 

American; to be obsessive is to be modern. 

 But obsession is not only a phenomenon of modern existence: it is 

a medical category—both a pathology and a goal. Behind this para-

dox lies a fascinating history, which Lennard J. Davis tells in Obsession. 

Beginning with the roots of the disease in demonic possession and 

its secular successors, Davis traces the evolution of obsessive behavior 

from a social and religious fact of life into a medical and psychiatric 

problem. From obsessive aspects of professional specialization to obses-

sive compulsive disorder and nymphomania, no variety of obsession 

eludes Davis’s graceful analysis. 

 “This is an engaging book which I read with considerable—dare I 

say, obsessive?—enjoyment. . . . The book is laced with rich examples 

exemplifying obsessional people and their work.”—Christine Purdon, 

Times Higher Education

 “Intellectually bold and constantly insightful. . . . Manages to link 

Moby-Dick and the TV show Monk.”—Julia Keller, Chicago Tribune 

 “Those with a keen interest in (or perhaps an obsession with)  

obsession and its place in human culture will enjoy Davis’s book.” 

—Melinda Wenner, Scientific American Mind

 “If you should pick up the book expecting an obsessively thorough 

discourse, you won’t be disappointed. But Davis is a fine writer, and 

he grabs the reader at the outset by confessing his own childhood 

rituals.”—Deanna Isaacs, Chicago Reader
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“Part memoir and part disquisition on the 

psychological impulses behind the urge 

to accumulate, Collections of Nothing is 

a wonderfully frank and engaging look 

at one man’s detritus-fueled pathology. 

. . . King emerges by book’s end a flawed 

but truly lovable eccentric—an ‘antimonk, 

carefully preserving and sustaining a 

vital darkness, heavy with various glues, 

through a forbidding period of enlighten-

ment.’ May this darkness reign.”
—Henry Alford,  

New York Times Book Review

LITERATURE  AUTobIogRAphy
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William Davies King is professor in the Department of Theater and Dance at 
the University of California, Santa Barbara.

Collections of 
Nothing

WilliAM DAvies King

Nearly everyone collects something, even those who don’t 

think of themselves as collectors. William Davies King, on 

the other hand, has devoted decades to collecting nothing—

and a lot of it. With Collections of Nothing, he takes a hard look at this 

habitual hoarding to see what truths it can reveal about the impulse to 

accumulate.

 Part memoir, part reflection on the mania of acquisition, Collec-

tions of Nothing begins with the stamp collection that King was given as 

a boy. In the following years, rather than rarity or pedigree, he found 

himself searching out the lowly and the lost, the cast-off and the unde-

sired: objects that, merely by gathering and retaining them, he could 

imbue with meaning, even value. As he relates the story of his burgeon-

ing collections, King also offers a fascinating meditation on the human 

urge to collect. This wry, funny, even touching appreciation and dis-

section of the collector’s art as seen through the life of a most unusual 

specimen will appeal to anyone who has ever felt the unappeasable 

power of that acquisitive fever.

 “What makes this book, bred of a midlife crisis, extraordinary is 

the way King weaves his autobiography into the account of his collec-

tion, deftly demonstrating that the two stories are essentially one. . . . 

His hard-won self-awareness gives his disclosures an intensity that will 

likely resonate with all readers, even those whose collections of noth-

ing contain nothing at all.”—New Yorker

 “King’s extraordinary book is a memoir served up on the backs of 

all things he collects. . . . His story starts out sounding odd and singu-

lar—who is this guy?—but by the end, you recognize yourself in a lot 

of what he does.”—Julia Keller, Chicago Tribune
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“With A Power Stronger Than Itself, Lewis 

exceeds expectations. For rather than 

merely recount the ascent of the AACM, 

he elegantly sets it against the backdrop 

of cultural, racial, and social changes that 

shook the twentieth century. . . . Lewis 

unreels this tale with dramatic flourish 

and scholarly authority, in effect telling 

the story of not only the AACM but also 

the city where it’s centered, Chicago.”
—Howard Reich,  
Chicago Tribune

MUSIC
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George E. Lewis is the Edwin H. Case Professor of American Music at  
Columbia University. A recipient of a MacArthur Fellowship in 2002, Lewis 
has made over 120 recordings as composer or performer, and his publications 
on experimental music appear regularly in scholarly and popular journals.

The AACM and American  
Experimental Music

A Power Stronger 
Than Itself

GEoRGE E. LEWis

Founded in 1965 and still active today, the Association for the 

Advancement of Creative Musicians (AACM) is an American 

institution with an international reputation. George E. Lewis, 

who joined the collective as a teenager in 1971, establishes the full  

importance and vitality of the AACM with this communal history,  

written with a symphonic sweep that draws on a cross-generational 

chorus of voices and a rich collection of rare images.

 Moving from Chicago to New York to Paris, and from founding 

member Steve McCall’s kitchen table to Carnegie Hall, A Power Stronger 

Than Itself uncovers a vibrant, multicultural universe and brings to 

light a major piece of the history of avant-garde music and art.

 “An important book. . . . Mr. Lewis narrates the AACM’s develop-

ment with exacting context and incisive analysis. . . . Because the book 

includes biographical portraits of so many participating musicians, it’s 

a swift, engrossing read.”—New York Times

 “In bringing intellectual breadth and what Lester Bowie calls 

‘good old country ass-kicking’ to bear on past and present indignities, 

Lewis has produced a fitting companion to the music he celebrates.” 

—Nation
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Erin hogan is director of public affairs at the Art Institute of Chicago.

“i was never quite sure what hogan was 

looking for when she set out . . . or indeed 

whether she found it. but i loved the ride. 

in Spiral Jetta, an unashamedly honest, 

slyly uproarious, ever-probing book, 

art doesn’t magically have the power to 

change lives, but it can, perhaps no less 

powerfully, change ways of seeing.”
—Tom Vanderbilt,  

New York Times Book Review

A Road Trip through the Land Art 
of the American West

Spiral Jetta
Erin hogAn

Erin Hogan hit the road in her Volkswagen Jetta and headed 

west from Chicago in search of the monuments of American 

land art: a salty coil of rocks, four hundred stainless steel 

poles, a gash in a mesa, four concrete tubes, and military sheds filled 

with cubes. Her journey took her through the states of Utah, Nevada, 

New Mexico, Arizona, and Texas. It also took her through the states of 

anxiety, drunkenness, disorientation, and heat exhaustion. Spiral Jetta 

is a chronicle of this journey.            

 A lapsed art historian and devoted urbanite, Hogan initially 

sought firsthand experience of the monumental earthworks of the 

1970s and ’80s—Robert Smithson’s Spiral Jetty, Nancy Holt’s Sun Tun-

nels, Walter De Maria’s Lightning Field, James Turrell’s Roden Crater, 

Michael Heizer’s Double Negative, and the contemporary art mecca of 

Marfa, Texas. Armed with spotty directions, no compass, and less-

than-desert-appropriate clothing, she found most of what she was look-

ing for and then some. 

 “The reader emerges enlightened and even delighted. . . . Casually 

scrutinizing the artistic works . . . while gamely playing up her fish-out-

of-water status, Hogan delivers an ingeniously engaging travelogue-

cum-art history.”—Atlantic 

 “Smart and unexpectedly hilarious.”—Kevin Nance, Chicago  

Sun-Times

 “One of the funniest and most entertaining road trips to be pub-

lished in quite some time.”—June Sawyers, Chicago Tribune

 “Hogan ruminates on how the work affects our sense of time, 

space, size, and scale. She is at her best when she reexamines the 

precepts of modernism in the changing light of New Mexico, and 

shows how the human body is meant to be a participant in these grand 

constructions.”—New Yorker
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Culture Trails
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“As the great philosopher george santaya-

na would have said, ‘those who cannot 

remember the past . . . should simply read 

Jan Van Meter’s Tippecanoe and Tyler 

Too.’ Van Meter’s greatest hits collection 

of slogans is the catchiest ever retelling 

of American history. it’s like the great-

est minds of Madison Avenue sat down 

to write a history book. They don’t make 

sound bites like they used to!”
—Mo rocca,  

author of All the Presidents’ Pets
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Jan r. Van Meter is a former public relations executive, CIA intelligence  
analyst, English professor, and speechwriter. 

Famous Slogans and Catchphrases 
in American History

Tippecanoe and  
Tyler Too

JAn r. VAn METEr

By necessity, by proclivity, by delight,” Ralph Waldo Emerson 

said in 1876, “we all quote.” But often the phrases that fall 

most readily from our collective lips—like “fire when ready,”  

“speak softly and carry a big stick,” or “nice guys finish last”—are those 

whose origins and true meanings we have ceased to consider. Restor-

ing three-dimensionality to more than fifty of these American sayings, 

Tippecanoe and Tyler Too turns clichés back into history by telling the life 

stories of the words that have served as our most powerful battle cries, 

rallying points, laments, and inspirations.

 In individual entries on slogans and catchphrases from the early 

seventeenth to the late twentieth century, Jan R. Van Meter reveals that 

each one is a living, malleable entity that has profoundly shaped and 

continues to influence our public culture. From John Winthrop’s  

“We shall be as a city upon a hill” and the 1840 Log Cabin Campaign’s 

“Tippecanoe and Tyler Too” to Martin Luther King Jr.’s “I have a 

dream” and Ronald Reagan’s “Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall,” 

each of Van Meter’s selections emerges as a memory device for a larger 

political or cultural story. Taken together in Van Meter’s able hands, 

these famous slogans and catchphrases give voice to our common his-

tory even as we argue about where it should lead us.

 “As Van Meter argues, these are important ‘memory devices for a 

larger story.’ . . . The author has thoroughly researched all the catch-

phrases . . . . This book would make delightful in-flight reading or a 

nice gift for a trivia buff. Recommended.”—Choice 
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Jurgen brauer is professor of economics in the James M. Hull College of  
Business at Augusta State University and the author of Arms Trade and Eco-
nomic Development. hubert van Tuyll is professor of history and chair of the  
Department of History, Anthropology, and Philosophy at Augusta State  
University. He is the author of The Netherlands and World War I. 

“The authors have cogently synthesized 

an extensive literature to effectively 

demonstrate to nonspecialists how basic 

economic concepts can provide insights 

into the nature of war.”
—Choice 
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How Economics Explains  
Military History

Castles, Battles, 
and Bombs

JurgEn brAuEr and hubErT van Tuyll

Castles, Battles, and Bombs reconsiders key episodes of military 

history from the point of view of economics—with dramati-

cally insightful results. For example, when looked at as a 

question of sheer cost, the building of castles in the High Middle Ages 

seems almost inevitable: though stunningly expensive, a strong castle 

was far cheaper to maintain than a standing army. The authors also 

reexamine the strategic bombing of Germany in World War II and  

provide new insights into France’s decision to develop nuclear weapons. 

Drawing on these examples and more, Jurgen Brauer and Hubert van 

Tuyll suggest lessons for today’s military, from counterterrorist strategy 

and military manpower planning to the use of private military compa-

nies in Afghanistan and Iraq.

 “In bringing economics into assessments of military history, the au-

thors turn their interdisciplinary lens on the mercenary arrangements 

of Renaissance Italy; the wars of Marlborough, Frederick the Great, 

and Napoleon; Grant’s campaigns in the Civil War; and the strategic 

bombings of World War II. The results are invariably stimulating.” 

—Martin Walker, Wilson Quarterly

 “This study is serious, creative, important. As an economist I am 

happy to see economics so professionally applied to illuminate major 

decisions in the history of warfare.”—Thomas C. Schelling, winner of 

the 2005 Nobel Prize in Economics

74

http://www.press.uchicago.edu/presssite/metadata.epl?mode=synopsis&bookkey=261287


3rd PrOOF    ❍ MArY    ❍ ALICE✔

gEorgE b. schAllEr

gEorgE b. schAllEr

Based on three years of study in the 
Serengeti National Park, George B. 
Schaller’s The Serengeti Lion describes the 
vast impact of the lion and other preda-
tors on the great herds of wildebeest, 
zebra, and gazelle for which the area is 
famous. The most comprehensive book 
available on the lion, this classic work 
includes the author’s findings on all as-
pects of lion behavior, including its so-
cial system, population dynamics, hunt-
ing behavior, and predation patterns. 
 “This book conveys not only the 
fascination of its particular study of lion 
behavior but the drama and wonder and 

beauty of the intimate interdependence 
of all living things.”—Saturday Review
 “If you have only enough time to read 
one book about field biology, this is the 
one I recommend.”—Edward O. Wilson, 
Science
 “This is an important book, not 
just for its valuable information on li-
ons, but for its broad, open, and intel-
ligent approach to problems that cut 
across the fields of behavior, popula-
tions, ecology, wildlife management, 
evolution, anthropology, and compara-
tive biology.”—Richard G. Van Gelder, 
Bioscience

george b. schaller is a senior conservationist at the Wildlife Conservation Society and vice 
president of Panthera, a foundation devoted to the conservation of wild cats. He is the 

author of many books, including The Mountain Gorilla and The Last Panda, both published 
by the University of Chicago Press.

george b. schaller is a senior conservationist at the Wildlife Conservation Society and vice 
president of Panthera, a foundation devoted to the conservation of wild cats. He is the 

author of many books, including The Mountain Gorilla and The Last Panda, both published 
by the University of Chicago Press.

This seminal work chronicles George 
B. Schaller’s two years of travel and ob-
servation of gorillas in East and Central 
Africa in the late 1950s, high in the 
Virunga volcanoes on the Zaire-Rwan-
da-Uganda border. There, he learned 
that these majestic animals, far from be-
ing the aggressive apes of film and fic-
tion, form close-knit societies of caring 
mothers and protective fathers watch-
ing over playful young. Alongside his 
observations of gorilla society, Schaller 
celebrates the enforced yet splendid sol-
itude of the naturalist, recounts the ad-
ventures he experienced along the way, 

and offers a warning against poaching 
and other human threats against these 
endangered creatures. This edition fea-
tures a postscript detailing Schaller’s 
more recent visits with gorillas, current 
to 2009.  
 “Whether the author is tracking 
gorillas, slipping past elephant herds on 
narrow jungle paths, avoiding poach-
ers’ deadfalls, or routing Watusi invad-
ers, this is an exciting book. Although 
Schaller feels that this is ‘not an adven-
ture book,’ few readers will be able to 
agree.”—Irven DeVore, Science

The Year of the Gorilla

A Study of Predator-Prey Relations
The Serengeti Lion

Wildlife Behavior and Ecology

ScIeNce

“in the course of his fresh, bright 

book, schaller does not so much 

argue for his biological ecumenism 

as—talking, walking, doing, going, 

describing—he exemplifies it.”
—naomi bliven,  

New Yorker

Winner of the national book Award

“by the time the reader has finished 

this book, the serengeti, its 

landscapes, seasons, and wild-

life, takes shape in the mind as a 

complex and epic poem, each part 

a function of every other part and 

each part a function of the whole.”
—george stade,  

New York Times Book Review
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With a new Postscript
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Michael allen Gillespie

RobeRt J. RichaRds

PHILOSOPHY  POLITICAL SCIENCE
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“The Tragic Sense of Life is an im-

mensely impressive work of biogra-

phy and intellectual history, and a 

fitting testament to a complex and 

contradictory character. . . . Rich-

ards succeeds brilliantly in reestab-

lishing haeckel as a significant 

scientist and a major figure in the 

history of evolutionary thought.”
—p. d. smith,  

Times Literary Supplement

Exposing the religious roots of our 
ostensibly godless age, Michael Allen 
Gillespie reveals in this landmark study 
that modernity is much less secular 
than conventional wisdom suggests.
 Taking as his starting point the col-
lapse of the medieval world, Gillespie 
argues that from the very beginning, 
moderns sought not to eliminate reli-
gion but to support a new view of re-
ligion and its place in human life. He 
goes on to explore the ideas of such fig-
ures as William of Ockham, Petrarch, 
Erasmus, Luther, Descartes, and Hob-
bes, showing that modernity is best 

understood as a series of attempts to 
formulate a new and coherent meta-
physics or theology. 
 “Bringing the history of political 
thought up to date and situating it 
against the backdrop of contemporary 
events, Gillespie’s analyses provide us a 
way to begin to have conversations with 
the Islamic world about what is perhaps 
the central question within each of the 
three monotheistic religions: if God is 
omnipotent, then what is the place of 
human freedom?”—Joshua Mitchell, 
Georgetown University

“this book is an excellent comple-

ment to charles taylor’s A Secular 

Age and a powerful counterpoint to 

Mark lilla’s The Stillborn God. all 

three hold that the story of modern 

philosophy is both superficial and 

hollow if its theological/metaphys-

ical components are denied. highly 

recommended.”
—Choice 

Michael allen Gillespie is the Jerry G. and Patricia Crawford Hubbard Professor of Politi-
cal Science in Trinity College of Arts and Sciences and professor of philosophy at Duke 

University. He is the author of Hegel, Heidegger, and the Ground of History and Nihilism Before 
Nietzsche, both published by the University of Chicago Press.

Robert J. Richards is the Morris Fishbein Professor of the History of Science and Medicine 
at the University of Chicago and the author of The Romantic Conception of Life: Science and 

Philosophy in the Age of Goethe, also published by the University of Chicago Press.

Prior to World War I, more people 
learned of evolutionary theory from 
the voluminous writings of Charles 
Darwin’s foremost champion in Ger-
many, Ernst Haeckel (1834–1919), than 
from any other source, including the 
writings of Darwin himself. But, with 
detractors ranging from paleontolo-
gist Stephen Jay Gould to modern-day 
creationists and advocates of intelligent 
design, Haeckel is better known as a 
divisive figure than as a pioneering bi-
ologist. Robert J. Richards’s intellectual 
biography rehabilitates Haeckel, pro-
viding the most accurate measure of 
his science and art yet written, as well 

as a moving account of Haeckel’s event-
ful life. 
 “This is a brilliant book. . . . It is 
intellectually brilliant, offering an ac-
count of Haeckel as driven by tragic 
failures in love that colored his view of 
life. And the book is brilliant scholar-
ship, drawing on a wide range of sourc-
es to paint a quite different picture of 
Haeckel’s work than other scholars 
have achieved.”—History and Philosophy 
of the Life Sciences
 “An excellent, well-illustrated, 
and scholarly biography of Haeckel.” 
—Andrew Robinson, Financial Times

Ernst Haeckel and the Struggle over Evolutionary Thought
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Margaret r. graver

WilliaM H. McNeill

On the surface, stoicism and emotion 
seem like contradictory terms. Yet the 
Stoic philosophers of ancient Greece 
and Rome were deeply interested in 
the emotions, which they understood 
as complex judgments about what we 
regard as valuable in our surround-
ings. Stoicism and Emotion shows that 
they did not simply advocate a suppres-
sion of feeling, as stoicism implies in to-
day’s English, but instead conducted a 
searching examination of these power-
ful psychological responses, seeking to 
understand what attitude toward them 
expresses the deepest respect for hu-
man potential.

 In this work, Margaret R. Graver 
gives a compelling new interpretation 
of the Stoic position. Drawing on a vast 
range of ancient sources, she argues 
that the chief demand of Stoic ethics 
is not that we should suppress or deny 
our feelings, but that we should perfect 
the rational mind at the core of every 
human being. 
 “A lucidly written . . . compellingly 
argued, and carefully researched in-
vestigation which should remain an 
indispensable resource for study of 
the Stoics on emotions for years to 
come.”—Bryn Mawr Classical Review

Margaret r. graver is professor of classics at Dartmouth College.

William H. McNeill is professor emeritus of history at the University of Chicago and winner 
of the National Book Award. He is the author of many books, including The Rise of the West, 

also published by the University of Chicago Press.

In this magisterial history, National 
Book Award winner William H. Mc-
Neill chronicles the interactions and 
disputes between Latin Christians and 
the Orthodox communities of eastern 
Europe during the period of 1081 to 
1797. Concentrating on Venice as the 
hinge of European history in the late 
medieval and early modern period, Mc-
Neill explores the technological, eco-
nomic, and political bases of Venetian 
power and wealth, and the city’s unique 

status at the frontier between the papal 
and Orthodox Christian worlds. He 
pays particular attention to Venetian 
influence upon southeastern Europe, 
and from such an angle of vision, the 
familiar pattern of European history 
changes shape.
 “The book is serious, interesting, 
occasionally compelling, and always 
suggestive.”—Stanley Chojnacki, Ameri-
can Historical Review

The Hinge of Europe, 1081–1797
Venice

Stoicism and Emotion
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“No other historian would have been 

capable of writing a book as direct, 

as well informed, and as little 

weighed down by purple prose as 

this one. Or as impartial. McNeill 

has succeeded admirably.”
—Fernand Braudel,  

Times Literary Supplement
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Matthew DesMonD

RaMie taRgoff

LITERARY CRITICISM

Cloth ISBN: 978-0-226-78963-7

In this rugged account of a rugged pro-
fession, Matthew Desmond explores the 
heart and soul of the wildland firefight-
er. Having joined a firecrew in north-
ern Arizona as a young man, Desmond 
relates his experiences with intimate 
knowledge and native ease, adroitly 
balancing emotion with analysis and 
action with insight. On the Fireline shows 
that these firefighters aren’t adrenaline 
junkies or romantic heroes, as they’re 
so often portrayed. 
 An immersion into a dangerous 
world, On the Fireline is also a sophis-

ticated analysis of a high-risk profes-
sion—and a captivating read.
 “Gripping. . . . A masterful account 
of how young men are able to face down 
wildfire, and why they volunteer for such 
an enterprise in the first place.”—David 
Grazian, Sociological Forum
 “Along with the risks and sorrow, 
Desmond also presents the humor and 
camaraderie of ordinary men perform-
ing extraordinary tasks. . . . A good 
complement to Norman Maclean’s 
Young Men and Fire. Recommended.” 
—Library Journal

Matthew Desmond is a doctoral student in the Department of Sociology at the University of 
Wisconsin–Madison. 

Ramie targoff is professor of English at Brandeis University. She is the author of Common 
Prayer: The Language of Public Devotion in Early Modern England, also published by the  

University of Chicago Press.

For centuries readers have struggled 
to fuse the seemingly scattered pieces 
of John Donne’s works into a complete 
image of the poet and priest. In John 
Donne, Body and Soul, Ramie Targoff of-
fers a way to read Donne as a writer who 
returned again and again to a single 
great subject, one that connected to 
his deepest intellectual and emotional 
concerns.
 Reappraising Donne’s oeuvre in 
pursuit of the struggles and commit-
ments that connect his most disparate 
works, Targoff convincingly shows that 
Donne believed throughout his life in 

the mutual necessity of body and soul. 
In chapters that range from his earli-
est letters to his final sermon, Targoff 
reveals that Donne’s obsessive imagin-
ing of both the natural union and the 
inevitable division between body and 
soul is the most continuous and abiding 
subject of his writing.
 “Ramie Targoff achieves the rare 
feat of taking early modern theol-
ogy seriously, and of explaining why it 
matters. Her book transforms how we 
think about Donne.”—Helen Cooper,  
University of Cambridge

John Donne, Body and Soul
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shAnnon lEE dAWdy

Edited and Translated by Randall Couch
gAbriElA MisTrAl

Building the Devil’s Empire is the first com-
prehensive history of New Orleans’s 
early years, tracing the town’s develop-
ment from its origins in 1718 to its revolt 
against Spanish rule in 1768. Shannon 
Lee Dawdy’s picaresque account of New 
Orleans’s wild youth features a cast of 
strong-willed captives, thin-skinned 
nobles, sharp-tongued women, and ca-
rousing travelers. But she also widens 
her lens to reveal the port city’s global 
significance, examining its role in the 
French Empire and the Caribbean, and 
she concludes that by exemplifying a 
kind of rogue colonialism—where gov-
ernments, outlaws, and capitalism be-
come entwined—New Orleans should 
prompt us to reconsider our notions of 

how colonialism works.
 “A penetrating study of the colony’s 
founding.”—Nation
 “A brilliant and spirited reinterpre-
tation of the emergence of French New 
Orleans. Dawdy leads us deep into the 
daily life of the city, and along the many 
paths that connected it to France, the 
North American interior, and the Great-
er Caribbean. A major contribution to 
our understanding of the history of the 
Americas and of the French Atlantic, the 
work is also a model of interdisciplinary 
research and analysis, skillfully bringing 
together archival research, archaeology, 
and literary analysis.”—Laurent Dubois, 
Duke University

shannon lee dawdy is assistant professor of anthropology at the University of Chicago and 
coeditor of Dialogues in Cuban Archaeology.

randall couch is adjunct professor of English at Arcadia University and an administrator at 
the University of Pennsylvania. He received Pennsylvania Council on the Arts fellowships 

in poetry in 2000 and 2008.

Gabriela Mistral (1889–1957) is one of 
the most important and enigmatic fig-
ures in twentieth-century Latin Ameri-
can literature. The Locas mujeres poems 
collected here are among Mistral’s 
most complex and compelling, explor-
ing facets of the self in extremis—poems 
marked by the wound of blazing catas-
trophe and its aftermath of mourning.
Madwomen promises to reveal a pro-
found poet to a new generation while 
reacquainting Spanish readers with a 
stranger, more complicated “madwom-
an” than most have ever known.
 “This volume makes it easy for the 

bilingual reader to jump back and forth 
between the original poem and the 
translation to elucidate the meaning of 
a particularly sophisticated word or to 
tease out the meaning of an unfamiliar 
phrasing in the Spanish.”—Translation 
Journal
 “Randall Couch has gathered a 
remarkable collection. . . . He has ac-
cepted the challenge of setting them 
forth in English, and one can only re-
spect and applaud his efforts, under-
taken with painstaking scholarship and 
impassioned linguistic acuity.”—Calque

The Locas mujeres Poems of Gabriela Mistral,  
a Bilingual Edition

Madwomen

French Colonial New Orleans
Building the Devil’s Empire
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“couch offers a succinct, compre-

hensive biocritical introduction to 

Mistral and her ‘locas mujeres’ 

poems, particularly exploring  

autobiographical issues in the 

poems. . . . Plentiful information on 

the rich cross-references . . . in  

Mistral’s poems and on the identi-

ties of those to whom Mistral 

dedicated her poems enhances this 

volume, which will interest spanish 

and English speakers alike.”
—Choice
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Nicolaas Rupke

SCIENCE

“This is not a standard biography 

in the traditional sense, but a 

marvelous interrogation of one of 

Victorian Britain’s major scien-

tists. it succeeds in capturing the 

remarkable and multifaceted career 

of Richard owen himself, while 

at the same time opening up the 

entire culture of British natural  

history in the nineteenth century. 

an outstanding work.”
—David livingstone,  

Queen’s university Belfast

Nicolaas Rupke is professor of the history of science at Göttingen University and the  
author of Alexander von Humboldt: A Metabiography, also published by the University of 

Chicago Press. 

In the mid-1850s, no scientist in the 
British Empire was more visible than 
Richard Owen. Mentioned in the same 
breath as Newton and championed as 
Britain’s answer to France’s Cuvier and 
Germany’s von Humboldt, Owen was, 
as the Times declared in 1856, the most 
“distinguished man of science in the 
country.” But a century and a half later, 
Owen remains largely obscured by the 
shadow of the most famous Victorian 
naturalist of all, Darwin. Publicly mar-
ginalized by his contemporaries for his 
critique of natural selection, Owen suf-
fered personal attacks that undermined 
his credibility long after his name faded 

from history.
 With this innovative biography, Ni-
colaas Rupke resuscitates Owen’s repu-
tation. Arguing that Owen should no 
longer be judged by the evolution dis-
pute that figured in  only a minor part 
of his work, Rupke stresses context, em-
phasizing the importance of places and 
practices in the production and recep-
tion of scientific knowledge. Dovetailing 
with the recent resurgence of interest 
in Owen’s life and work, Rupke’s book 
brings the forgotten naturalist back into 
the canon of the history of science and 
demonstrates how much biology existed 
with, and without, Darwin. 
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Ronna BuRgeR

Ronna Burger is professor of philosophy at Tulane University.

What is the good life for a human be-
ing? Aristotle’s exploration of this ques-
tion in the Nicomachean Ethics has estab-
lished it as a founding work of Western 
philosophy, though its teachings have 
long puzzled readers and provoked 
spirited discussion. Adopting a radi-
cally new point of view, Ronna Burger 
deciphers some of the most perplexing 
conundrums of this influential treatise 

by approaching it as Aristotle’s dialogue 
with the Platonic Socrates.
  Tracing the argument of the Eth-
ics as it emerges through that approach, 
Burger’s careful reading shows how Ar-
istotle represents ethical virtue from 
the perspective of those devoted to it 
while standing back to examine its as-
sumptions and implications. 

On the Nicomachean Ethics
Aristotle’s Dialogue with Socrates

Heinz KoHut

Psychoanalyst, teacher, and scholar, 
Heinz Kohut was one of the twentieth 
century’s most important intellectuals. 
A rebel according to many mainstream 
psychoanalysts, Kohut challenged 
Freudian orthodoxy and the medical 
control of psychoanalysis in America. 
In his highly influential book The Analy-
sis of the Self, Kohut established the in-

dustry standard of the treatment of 
personality disorders for a generation 
of analysts. This volume, best known 
for its groundbreaking analysis of nar-
cissism, is essential reading for scholars 
and practitioners seeking to under-
stand human personality in its many 
incarnations.

Heinz Kohut (1913–81) was professorial lecturer in psychiatry at the University of Chicago 
and president of the American Psychoanalytic Association. He is the author of many books, 
including How Does Analysis Cure? and The Curve of Life, both published by the University of 

Chicago Press.

A Systematic Approach to the Psychoanalytic Treatment of 
Narcissistic Personality Disorders

The Analysis of the Self

The Restoration of the Self
Heinz KoHut

In his foundational work The Restoration 
of the Self, noted psychoanalyst Heinz 
Kohut boldly challenges “the limits of 
classical analytic theory” and the Freud-
ian orthodoxy. Here Kohut proposes a 
“psychology of the self” as a theory in 
its own right—one that can stand be-
side the teachings of Freud and Jung. 
 Using clinical data, Kohut explores 

issues such as the role of narcissism 
in personality, when a patient can be 
considered cured, and the oversimpli-
fications and social biases that unduly 
influenced Freudian thought. This vol-
ume puts forth some of Kohut’s most in-
fluential ideas on achieving emotional 
health through a balanced, creative, 
and joyful sense of self.

Heinz Kohut (1913–81) was professorial lecturer in psychiatry at the University of Chicago 
and president of the American Psychoanalytic Association. He is the author of many books, 
including How Does Analysis Cure? and The Curve of Life, both published by the University of 

Chicago Press.
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“this is the best book i have read on 

aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics. it 

is so well crafted that reading it is 

like reading the Ethics itself, in that 

it provides an education in ethi-

cal matters that does justice to all 

sides of the issues.”
—Mary P. nichols,  
Baylor university
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“Kohut has done for narcissism what 

Charles Dickens did for poverty in the 

nineteenth century. everyone always 

knew that both existed and were a 

problem. . . . the undoubted original-

ity is to have put it together in a form 

which carries appeal to action.”
—International Journal  

of Psychoanalysis
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“Kohut speaks clearly from his 

identity as a psychoanalyst-healer, 

showing that he is more of a 

psychoanalyst than most, and yet 

calling for major theoretical revi-

sions including a redefinition of the 

essence of psychoanalysis.”
—American Journal  

of Psychotherapy
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