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Announcing a new series from the 
University of Chicago Press

American Beginnings
1500–1900

Edited by Edward Gray, Stephen Mihm,  
and Mark Peterson

American Beginnings will publish original books, written by scholars but acces-
sible to students and a general readership, that address critical issues in Ameri-
can history from the initial period of European contact through the begin-
ning of the twentieth century. The series will focus particularly on questions of 
power, in all its manifold forms, in the centuries when America evolved from a 
loose collection of disparate colonies to a full-fledged nation-state. While it will 
include books on the kinds of institutions typically associated with power—
government, legal systems, and voluntary organizations, to name a few—the 
series also seeks studies that explore expressions of power in more intimate con-
texts, such as the family and the household.

By affording a broad chronological frame, American Beginnings encourages 
work that moves beyond conventional periodization and in turn brings new 
insight to the formative influences on the early American past.

The series will include works by senior and junior scholars from a broad array 
of subfields, including political history, labor history, African American history, 
gender history, and financial history. In doing so, it hopes to facilitate novel in-
terdisciplinary discussions about the practices of power in the American past.

For more information, please contact 
Edward Gray, egray@fsu.edu

Stephen Mihm, mihm@uga.edu
Mark Peterson, mark-peterson@berkeley.edu

or Press editor Robert Devens, rdevens@press.uchicago.edu
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